Israeli police chief planning to resign 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel's police chief on Saturday handed in a 
r esignr tion Ictier following a supreme coon ruling to investigate 
a«tsanoiK that be accepted personal fevon. Today I handed the 
pohee minister a letter in which I asked to be released from my duty as 


GiiieialRafi. Poled. The resignation comes at a sensitive time for 
Israel which is facing a spate of Palestinian reprisal attacks for the 
Hebron mosque massacre. Police and the army are under scrutiny by 
an official commission investigating how a Jewish gunman entered the 
boiy srtt on Feb. 25 where he killed more than 30 Palestinian 
WMStuppere. Mr. Pdetfs resignation stems from a s u p rem e court 
nuing on Thursday that said mere were grounds to examine reported 
n npropn ciies such as accepting discounts and other perks from private 
companies while in office. Mr. Peled said that the court ruling would 
lead to an extensive period of hearings and investigations widely 
eoveiM by the press. “Israel is standing before a difficult period on 
many fronts and the Israeli police is the front One," Mr. Peicd said. 
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Jordan, Egypt to 
discuss cooperation 

CAIRO (Petra) — Minister of 
* .Industry and Trade Rima Kha- 
;laf said Saturday the Joint 
[Jordan ian-Egyptian Higher 
-Committee will meet in the last 

■ third of April to discuss means 
pf enhancing economic coop- 
aeration between Jordan and 
-Egypt. Dr. Kbalaf, who is cur- 
.rently visiting Cairo to open 
.the Jordanian pavillion at the 
‘Cairo International Fair, said 
the committee will also discu s s 

"Jordanian -Egyptian coope tu- 
ition in indnstrial and invest- 
ment Gelds in addition to hold- 
-ing an assessment of the two 
"countries* joint ventures. 

3 guerrillas killed 
by Israeli fire 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli forces blasted infiltrat- 
ing guerrillas with tank fire 
< Saturday in Israeli-occupied 

■ Sooth Lebanon, kflfing three 
’.of them, security sources said. 
‘The sources said the guerrillas 
>were killed when Israeli troops 
-spatted them trying to sneak 
.into a route leading to their 
.hilltop position of Nabi A1 
•Taber in the early afternoon. 
Nabi A1 Taher is five 
kilometres inside the central 
[sector of an area Israel occn- 
jries as a “security zone.” 

Plans finalised for 
•Hebron observers 

.ROME (R) — A working par- 
ty of officials from Italy, De- 
nmark and Norway has final- 
ised plans to send an observer 
force to monitor security m the 
troubled' West Bank town of* 
Hebron, the Italian foreign 
ministry said on Saturday. The 
European nations null send a 
160-strong force to Hebron 
which will operate there for 
three months, the statement 
said. Under the terms of their 
mandate, the observers will 
monitor security and the com- 
mitment of the two sides to 
ensure a return to normal con- 
ditions for the Palestinian 
population. The observers will 
be allowed to cany pistols for 
seif-defence in Hebron. 

Klestll in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Au- 
strian President Thomas Kies- 
tQ arrived Saturday for talks on 
the Middle East peace process 
. ; and bilateral relations. Presi- 
* • dent Hafez A1 Assad greeted 
- tris guest at Damascus airport 
gund the two drove straight to 
The presidential palace for a 
first round of talks. Austrian 
embassy officials said Mr. 
KJestil will visit Quneitra on 
the Golan on Sunday to inspect 
some 500 Austrian soldiers 
serving with a U.N. 
peacekeeping force. In an in- 
terview with Syrian television 
ahead of his visit, Mr. Klestil 
said Friday he would like to see 
progress in efforts to find a 
settlement to the Syrian-Israeli 
conflict. 

Kuwaiti ministers 
quit before 
reshuffle 

KUWAIT (AP) — Ministers 

of Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 

Sabah's cabinet tendered their 
resignations Saturday in re- 
sponse to his recent announce- 
ment of an impending reshuf- 
fle. The state- ran Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) quoted the 
minister of state for cabinet 
affairs, Abdul Aziz AI 
Dakbeel, as saying the 15 
ministers made the decision in 
order to facilitate the reshuffle 
for Sheikh Saad, who is prime 
minister and crown prince. 
KUNA did not say if Sheikh 
Saad accepted the resigna- 
tions, but said the officials 
wished him success in all his 
efforts. 

2 killed in Algeria 

' TUNIS (R) — Two gunmen 
ifhot a 24-year-old Algerian in 
the head while she sat in a bus 
in a suburb of Algiers, Al 
Watan newspaper reported on 
Saturday. In a separate attack, 
a member of a legal Islamic 
Party, Hamas, was shot and 
IdOed by unknown gunmen on 
Thursday, security forces said. 
Algeria’s official APS news 
agency identified the man kil- 
led. in Thursday's attack as 
Omar Khennouche, 43. 
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Israel rejects PLO 
call for immediate 
final status talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL REJECTED on 
Saturday a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) de- 
mand to scrap talks cm limited 
self-rule and begin negotiating 
the permanent status of the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 

“To think... we have to rush 
into a discussion of a perma- 
nent solution, I believe that 
right now it would be consi- 
dered as we yield to terrorists, 
to terrorism,” Deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Gur told 
Israel Radio's English- 
language news. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
said in Tunis on Saturday the 
current talks with Israel on 
limited Palestinian self-rule 
were “dying” and talks on 
permanent status of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip should 
begin immediately. 

“The (peace) deal is dying 
and the diplomatic process is 
reaching a total impasse,” Mr. 
Abed-Rabbo told Reuters. 

He said negotiations with 
Israel on fimited self-rule can- 
not be concluded because of 
Israeli demands. 

The PLO would prefer to 
negotiate immediately the final . 
status of aD of the occupied 
territories, he said. 

“There must be a different 
formula based on negotiating 
immediately and directly a de- 
finitive solution,” he said. 

Mr. Gur said Israel’s deci- 
sion to close off the occupied 
territories should not be mis- 
construed as a move towards 
negotiations on a Palestinian 
state. 


“Any closure is very difficult 
both for the Palestinians and 
for the Israeli economy and it 
cannot last for a long time 
because... it’s as if we decided 
about the permanent border 
which is not the case,” Mr. 
Gur said. 

Israel sealed off the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank on Thurs- 
day after two Palestinian guer- 
rilla attacks which killed eight 
Israelis. The attacks were in 
retribution for the Hebron 
mosque massacre by a Jewish 
settler of more than 30 Palesti- 
nians in February. 

Israel says it expects to re- 
sume talks with the PLO on 
limited Palestinian self-rate in 
Gaza mid the West Bank town 
of Jericho on Sunday in Cairo. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo said the 
sealing off the territories 
jeopardised prospects for 
reaching agreement in Cairo. 

“Even if the talks resume 
tomorrow (Sunday), there will 
not be results before April 13, 
nor the month’s end as Peres 
said,” he added 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has said he expects 
an agreement on Gaza-Jericho 
by the end of April. 

“There is no chance to real- 
ise progress and it appears that 
this is the true, decision of 
(Israeli Prime Minister) Yit- 
zhak Rabin and the majority of 
his cabinet, and what the 
(Israeli) cabinet decided 
yesterday on the economic clo- 
sure is an additional evidence 
of Rabin’s intentions,” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the 
latest Israeli proposals in Cairo 
on security arrangements were 
unacceptable. 


“These Israeli proposals 
have shown that Israel does 
not want a true withdrawal and- 
wants, a Palestinian police 
under Israel’s domination and 
which implements its decisions 
to provide security within the 
limits working for Israel's in- 
terests only," he said. 

He also said that Israel does 
not plan a true withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip. 

“They want a 13-kilometre- 
long band along Gaza's coast 
to annex them to (Jewish) set- 
tlements. What will remain 
from Gaza's Strip area?” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. 

“Negotiations are turning 
within an empty aide... they 
are getting to be a true com- 
edy. 

“They (the Israelis) are us- 
ing continuation of talks to 
take security and economic 
measures like closing tire cen- 
tre of Hebron, isolating (East) 
Jerusalem from the other occu- 
pied territories and now impos- 
ing an economic blockade to 
transform Palestinians' lives 
into a true hell,” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo said. 

“Only people who are ignor- 
ant can imagine after all that 
Israel wants to implement the 
peace deal,” he added. 

A senior adviser to PLO. 
Chairman Yasser Arafat also 
attacked Israel for sealing off 
the occupied territories, saying 
the move would harm the 
livelihood of thousands of 
Palestinians. 

Ahmad Tibi, Mr. Arafat's 
Israeli Arab adviser, was asked 
by Israel army radio if the 
indefinite closure of the terri- 

( Continued on page 5) 


King 

meets 

Capucci 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
on Saturday receives Bishop 
HUarion Capucci, spiritual 
head of the 3,000-strong 
Mekhite-rite Cathode com- 
munity of Jerusalem. The 
King discussed with Bishop 
Capucci the situation of holy 
shrines in Jerusalem. 

Earlier Saturday, Bishop 
Capucci rejected Israel’s 
claim to Jerusalem as its 
“capital” and called for plac- 
ing the Holy City under the 
joint control of its three prin- 
cipal religions (See page 3). 

Bishop Capucd said the 
International community 
should end brad’s occupa- 
tion of Jerusalem. 




JACKSON IN JERUSALEM: U.S. dvfl rights 
leader Jesse Jackson (left) shakes bands with 
Palestinian leader Faisal Hussetoi as he walks 
with Palestinian leaders in East Jerusalem on 


Saturday. Mr. Jackson is a guest of Palestinian 
leaders for a private visit to the occupied 
territories and Israel (see page 10) (AFP photo) 


No ceasefire 


MULINDI, Rwanda (AP) — 
Convoys of foreigners left the 
capital of Kigali on Saturday as 
rebels launched new attacks 
against Rwandan troops in 
ethnic fighting that has killed 
hundreds. 

Belgium, France and the 
United States sent troops into 
the area Saturday to assist with 
the evacuation, and Belgium 
dispatched five transport 
planes in the possible removal 
of more than 2,000 Belgian, 
French and US. nationals. 

The new fighting came less 
than 24 hours after the United 
Nations announced security 
forces in Rwanda had named 
an interim government and 
agreed to a ceasefire with the 
rebels in a bid to restore order 
to Kigali. 

But a rebel leader said they 
were never consulted about a 
ceasefire- “We are not aware 
of any such deal, so this is a 
continuation of the war,” said 
Vice-Chairman Patrick 
Mazimhaka of the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front in rebd-beJd 
Mulindi. 

The presidents of Rwanda 


and Burundi — both ethnic 
Hutu — were killed Wednes- 
day when their plane was re- 
portedly shot down over the 
Kigali airport. ■ 

Their deaths ignited savage 
fighting in which the mostly 
Hutu presidential guard re- 
portedly killed the acting 
prime minister and kidnapped 
three cabinet ministers. Un- 
confirmed reports said the 
ministers had been killed. 

The ruling Hutus and the 
minority Tutsis have fought for 
decades in Rwanda and Burun- 
di. Rwandan President Juvenal 
Hatyarimana and Burundi 
President Cyprian Ntaxyamira 
were returning from a peace 
conference m Tanzania aimed 
at ending the ethnic strife when 
their plane crashed. 

France sent the first of 400 
paratroops into Kigali airport 
on Saturday to prepare for the 
evacuation. 

The United States followed 
with the vanguard of 330 
marines, which arrived in Bu- 
jumbura, the capital of neigh- 
bouring Burundi. 

Belgium then dispatched the 


in Kigali; 
ee violence 


first of 800 paratroops into the 
area. 

There are about 1,500 Bel- 
gians, 600 French and 255 
Americans in the former Bel- 
gian trust territory, military 
officials said. 

Any evacuation was to be 
coordinated between the 
forces in the European and 
U-S. forces, diplomats said. 

The U.S. embassy in Kigali 
said a convoy of 30 vehicles 
took foreigners out of the 
capital on Saturday, Belgian 
radio reported. Two other con- 
voys were being organised, 
according to the broadcast 
monitored by the BBC. 

It was not known how many 
people were involved or their 
nationalities. 

U.S. military spokesman 
Colonel Larry Icenogle con- 
firmed from Washington that 
Americans were among those 
being evacuated in the con- 
voys. He said he believed they 
had French military escorts. 

He did not know how many 
people were being evacuated 

(Continued on page S) 


Israeli 
troops kill 
Palestinian 
at Gaza 
crpssing 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Soldiers at a 
roadblock fatally shot a 
Palestinian youth on Saturday 
in the Gaza Strip after he 
threatened them with an axe, 
the army said. 

The violence occurred on 
Saturday afternoon at the Erez 
checkpoint or crossing be- 
tween Gaza and Israel. 

A military official said that a 
Palestinian youth tried to 
attack soldiers with an axe. 
“He didn’t succeed. They cal- 
led out to him to stop, and he 
continued threatening them, 
and they shot and killed him,” 
the official added. 

No other details were im- 
mediately available. 

Gaza and the occupied West 
Bank have been under tight- 
ened closure orders since 
Thursday after a carbombing 
and shooting attack in which 
eight Israelis were killed. The 
closure prevents about 60,000 
Palestinians from reporting to 
jobs in Israel. 

Hie security cabinet deckled 
Friday to keep the restrictions 
in force until at least next 
Friday, or after Israeli “inde- 
pendence day.” 

It also recommended the im- 
port of nearly 20,000 construc- 
tion and farm workers from 
overseas to take up the slack in 
missing labour at Israeli build- 
ing sites and farms. 

Agriculture Minister 
Yaakov Tsur said the Israeli 
cabinet would discuss how 
many foreign workers to im- 
port at its weekly meeting on 
Sunday. 

“The most important thing is 
organising for a longer term of 
closure... recognising that the 
main goal is to return the sense 
of security to residents of Israel 
and to create a situation in 
which workers from the terri- 
tories will not enter,” Mr. Tsur 
told army radio on Saturday. 

The Israeli contractors asso- 
ciation called for 30,000 fore- 
ign labourers and estimated an 
additional 40,000 Israelis could 
be recruited. 

The full cabinet was to de- 
bate keeping the measure in 
force indefinitely, when it 
meets on Sunday. 

The closure has also hurt 
Palestinian medical services in 
Jerusalem, the Palestine Coun- 
cil of Health said in a state- 
ment Saturday. The group is 
slated to run health affairs for 
Palestinians once the auton- 
omy called for in die Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) agreement takes 
effect. 

Hossam Sharkawi, a council 
planner, said that 20 doctors 
were haired from reaching the 
Augusta Victoria Hospital on 
the Mount of Olives on Satur- 
day morning. He said some 
doctors from nearby Makassed 
hospital made it past roadb- 
locks in the afternoon after a 
five-hour wait. 

In Gaza, a health council 
spokesman. Dr. Riyadh Za- 
noun, said 16 Palestinians suf- 
fering from cancer and other 
illnesses were turned bade at 
roadblock* briday. 


RJ to get capital boost, 
partial debt rescheduling 


By P.V. Vfeekamrad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

* AMMAN — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the national carrier, has 
secured a much-needed boost 
with a government decision to 
raise its capital and reschedule 
part of its domestic debts, in- 
formed sources said Saturday. 

The sources said the deci- 
sion. taken by the Cabinet last 
week, involves a capital infu- 
sion- of about JD 35 million 
($50 million) to the airline and 
the rescheduling of about JD 
100 million in the airline's 
debts to local banks and the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Corporation (JPRQ. 

The move comes after sever- 
al years of government refusal 
to pump money to help the 
carrier, which is burdened with 
external and internal debts of 
JD 579 million against assets 
worth JD 534 million. The bulk 
of the debts were incurred dur- 
ing the early 1980s when RJ 
launched an ambitious expan- 
sion scheme. 

About one-third of the debts 
are domestic. Foreign obliga- 
tions of the airline include out- 
standing payments of the air- 
craft the carrier leased in the 
late 80s. 

The raising of the airline’s 
capital comes in line with a 
two-year-old formal finding by 
international consultants that 
RJTs capita] of JD 22 million 
($32 million) was incompatible 


with the size of the national 
carrier. t 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the JD 35 million capital infu- 
sion is expected to come in the 
form of the government set- 
tling part of the airline's fore- 
ign debts for an equivalent 
amount in dollars and defining 
the spending as capital invest- 
ment of the airline. 

Sa’d Al Tal, director-general 
of the refinery company, 
would only say that the com- 
pany was informed that there 
was a government decision to 
reschedule part of the airline's 
domestic debts. 

“We were told that the gov- 
ernment bad taken such a deci- 
sion.” Mr. Tal told the Jordan 
Times. “We were not given 
any specific figures.” 

According to Mr. Tal, the 
airline owes the refinery com- 
pany JD 74 million. Other loc- 
al creditors of the airline in- 
clude a local consortium of 
commercial banks, accounting 
for JD 112 million of RJ's 
debts, and the semi- 
government Social Security 
Corporation (SSC), which is 
owed JD 16 million. 

“We have to sit down and 
negotiate” the rescheduling, 
Mr. Tal said. 

No further details or com- 
ment by the consortium of 
local banks were immediately 
available. 

Shortly after he took office 


in May last year. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali prom- 
ised that the government 
would spare no effort to help 
the national carrier, which is 
making an operational profit 
only to find it wiped away by 
debt servicing. 

According to official figures, 
the airline lost JD 134 million 
since its establishment in 1963. 
The bulk of the loss was incur- 
red as a result of the devalua- 
tion of the dinar in 1988/89 and 
the Gulf crisis of 1990/91. 

Transport Minister Adeeb 
Halasa told Parliament in 
March that financial considera- 
tions should not be the only, 
factor that determine how the' 
government approaches the 
debt problem faced by the air- 
line. 

The capital increase is ex- 
pected to help boost the finan- 
cial manoeuvrability of the air-' 
line, which has a cosh-flow 
problem, while the expected 
debt rescheduling will help re- 
duce the pressure on its 
budget. 

The government move com- 
es ahead of privatising the air- 
line. a process which is ex- 
pected to take several years. 

The sources said a study 
conducted by an international 
consultant on the best mechan- 
ism to privatise the airline was 
nearing completion. 

The study, conducted by 

(Continued on page 5) 


Fresh mediation effort 
gets under way in Yemen 


SANAA (Agencies) — Erit- 
rean President Isayas Afewerki 
met with Yemen’s President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh in a bid to 
solve Yemen’s deepening cri- 
sis, political sources said. 

The two leaders held a 
dosed session shortly after Mr. 
Afewerki ’s arrival and discus- 
sed “the development of 
efforts exerted to solve the 
crisis and the implementation 
of a reconciliation accord,” 
one source said. 

The accord, providing for 
political, economic, military 
and administrative reforms was 
signed by Mr. Saleh and his 
estranged deputy Ali Salem AJ 
Beidh in Amman in February, 
but differences have prevented 
putting it into effect. 

Mr. Afewerki, who has good 
ties with both Mr. Saleh and 
Mr. Beidh, was among the first 
foreign mediators to try to 
defuse the crisis when it came 
into the open in August. 

He met with Mr. Beidh last 
week when both men were on 
a visit to the United Arab 
Emirates. 

In Cairo, Egyptian officials 
said Information Minister Saf- 
wat Sharif and UAE Foreign 
Affairs Minister Rashed 
Abdullah A] Nuaimi left for 
Sanaa to meet President Saleh 
before going to Aden to see 
Mr. Beidh. 

Mr. Saleh merged his con- 
servative North Yemen with 
Mr. Beidh’s former Marxist 
South Yemen in 1990 in a 
50-50 power sharing accord but 


differences emerged last year 
when the Islamist Islah Party 
was brought into the coalition 
government. 

Mr. Saleh told a radio inter- 
view on Friday that meetings 
last week in Sal ala h, Oman, 
with Mr. Beidh were “positive 
at the personal level. But it was 
not positive as far as the crisis 
is concerned.” 

Sources of Mr. Beidh’s Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP) ex- 
pressed similar views. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
agency reported that Mr. Sher- 
if and Mr. Nuaimi would meet 
President Saleh in Sanaa. They 
planned to get together with 
Mr. Beidh in Aden on Sunday, 
the agency said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and leaders of other 
Arab countries — mainly Jor- 
dan, Oman, the UAE, and 
Syria — have been trying to 
settle disputes imperiling the 
Yemeni unity proclaimed in 
1990. 

Mr. Sherif told the news 
agency that Mr. Nuaimi gave 
Mr. Mubarak a letter from 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan on 
Saturday about their efforts to 
solve the Yemeni crisis. The 
leaders agreed to send the en- 
voys to mediate. Mr. Sherif 
said. 

Tension mounted Thursday 
as warplanes of southern Ye- 
men's air force streaked across 
northern skies in. response to a. 
nighttime drjve-by attack by 
unidentified gunmen on sof- 


d : irs of a southern brigade 
deployed in the north. 

A southern Yemen delega- 
tion is touring Arab countries 
to explain Mr. Beidh’s point of 
view, and both sides are re- 
ported seeking Arab interven- 
tion to keep the armies apart. 

Reports said Arab military 
observers might be sent in to 
assure that all disputes would 
be solved through dialogue 
peacefully. 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani on Saturday called 
for stronger relations with Ye- 
men. the Islamic Republic 
News agency reported. 

Speaking after meeting in 
Tehran with visiting Yemeni 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Salem Bassindawh, Mr. Raf- 
sanjani also expressed his 
country’s willingness to help 
preserve the unity of North 
and South Yemen, the agency 
said. 

Mr. Bassindawh is a north- 
erner from President Ali 
Saleh’s conservative General 
People’s Congress. 

The Iranian agency, moni- 
tored in Cyprus, said Mr. Raf- 
sanjani called for a strengthen- 
ing of Yemeni-Iranian rela- 
tions to safeguard the security 
and stability of the region. 

During the eight-year Iran* 
Iraq war and the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis, Yemen was one of Iraq's 
staunchest supporters but this 
has not prevented it from 
maintaining reasonable rela- 
tions with Tehran in recent 
years. 
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U.N. shoots for end-May 
target on Iraqi missiles 

Clinton says Baghdad has not 
satisfied demands, sanctions will stay 



'MANAMA (Agencies) — 
'U.N. experts aim to complete 
recommendations on long- 
term monitoring of Iraqi ballis- 
tic missile facilities by the end 
of May, a senior U.N. inspec- 
tor said on Saturday. 

Long-range ballistic missiles 
are one of four Iraqi weapons 
programmes banned by the 
United Nations after the 1990- 
91 Gulf war. Long-term moni- 
toring is a prerequisite for lift- 
ing the U.N. embargo on Iraqi 
oil. 

•L- John Larrabee, American 
head of a 14-member U.N. 
team that left Baghdad on Fri- 
day. told reporters his experts 
“were working without a break 
-’over the coming two months to 
'complete a demanding prog- 
:-*ramme. 

“All of this is being done so 
>*we can move as quickly as 
-’possible, at least in the ballistic 
■ missile area." he said. 

• ■ The team is implementing a 
- sort of fast-track programme 

under which it is making re- 
commendations to U.N. head- 
quarters in New York as it goes 
-'along during the two-month 
inspection programme rather 
'•.than waiting rill the end. 

It has divided the time into 
’[three rounds of visits to Iraq, 
'm between the team will return 
"to U.N. offices in Bahrain to 
^ write reports and make recom- 
'-'mendations to the New York 
' headquarters of the.U.N. Spe- 
■"cial Commission on Iraq (UN- 
'•SCOM). 

New York-based UNSCOM 
officials will then be able to 
•..order cameras and other 
•' "equipment required for long- 
term monitoring. 

’•»* The equipment would have 
■-to be installed before monitor- 
ing begins, but in theory iit- 
- stallation would not have to 
wait until Mr. Larrabee's 
group finishes Its. work. 

Mr. Larrabee said UN- 
SCOM was doing alLit could to- 
rn ove the process along while 
being careful to ensure that it 
-'will be able to detect any fu- 
*ture Iraqi violations of the 
'[U.N. weapons bans. 

’ '■ “All the assistance that we 
; 1 requested from the Iraqi gov- 
‘ -eminent was provided," Mr. 

Larrabee added, saying his 
I’ team was able to end its first 

* ’round of visits two days earlier 
: * chan planned partly because of 
'-Iraqi cooperation. 

' . Iraq has strongly criticised 
the United Nations, including 
. UNSCOM Executive Chair- 

* man Rolf Ekeus. for the length 
of time it is taking to declare 
Iraqi compliance on destruc- 

7 tion of the four weapons sys- 
terns and then to lift the oil 
embargo. 

For a long rime U.N. offi- 
cials blamed Iraqi intransi- 
gence for the delays, but they 
say Iraq is now generally coop- 
. crative on most weapons issues 
— though it will now still re- 
quire time to install the long- 
term monitoring plan. 

U.S. assessment 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has sent a letter to the U.S. 

' Congress reporting on Iraq's 
'record of compliance with Un- 
' ited Nations Security Council 
"resolutions. Following are ex-' 

. - jeerpts: 

“It remains our judgment 

• ..that the U.N. Special Commis- 
. Jsion on Iraq and the Interna- 
,-ItionaI Atomic Energy Agency 

..-(IAEA) have effectively dis- 
banded the Iraqi nuclear 
weapons programme at least 

# for the near term. The United 

.Nations has destroyed Iraqi 
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missile launchers, support faci- 
lities, and a good deal of Iraq’s 
indigenous capability to manu- 
facture prohibited missiles. 
The UNSCOM teams have re- 
duced Iraq's ability to produce 
chemicals weapons: inventory- 
ing and destroying chemical 
munitions. The United Nations 
has inspected, and is preparing 
to monitor, several facilities 
identified as capable of sup- 
porting a biological weapons 
programme. 

“Iraq's formal acceptance of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion (UNSCR) 71 5 (ongoing 
monitoring and verification) in 
November 1993 was long over- 
due. The next challenge for the 
international community is to 
ensure that Iraq does not break 
its promise on ongoing moni- 
toring and verification as Iraq 
has repeatedly done so in the 
past on other commitments. 
Continued vigilance is neces- 
sary because we believe that 
Saddam Hussein is committed 
to rebuilding his weapons of 
mass ' destruction (WMD) 
capability. 

“We are seriously concerned 
about the many contradictions 
and unanswered questions re- 
maining in regard to Iraq's 
WMD capability, especially in 
the chemical weapons area. It 
is therefore extremely impor- 
tant that the international com- 
munity establish an effective, 
comprehensive, and sustain- 
able ongoing monitoring and 
verification regime as required 
by UNSCR 715. 

“Rolf Ekeus, the Chairman • 
of UNSCOM, has told Iraq 
■that it must establish a dear 
■ track record of compliance be- 
fore he can report favourably, 
to the Security Council. 
However, Chairman Ekeus has 
said he does not expect to be 
able to report before the end of 
the year, at the earliest. We 
strongly endorse Chairman 
Ekeus’ approach- and reject 
any establishment of a timet- 
able for determining whether 
Iraq has complied with 
UNSCR 715. There must be a 
sustained period of unques- 
tionable, complete compliance 
with the monitoring and veri- 
fication plans. 

“The “no-fly zones" over 
northern and southern Iraq 
permit the monitoring of Iraq's 
compliance with UNSCRs 687 
and 688- Over the last 2 years, 
the northern no-fly zone has 
deterred Iraq from a major 
military offensive in the re- 
gion. Since the no-fly zone was 
established in southern Iraq, 
Iraq's use of aircraft against its 
population in the region has 
stopped. However, Iraqi forces 
have responded to the no-fly 
zone by stepping up their use 
of land-based artillery to shell 
marsh villages. 

“Indeed, the ongoing milit- 
ary campaign against the civi- 
lian population of the marsh 
villages intensified during the 
beginning of March. A large 
search-and-destroy operation 
is taking place. TTie offensive' 
includes the razing of villages 
and large-scale burning opera- 
tions. concentrated in the 
triangle bounded by An Nasir- 
iya. A! Qumah, and Basrah. 
The magnitude of the opera- 
tion is causing civilian inhabi- 
tants to flee towards Iran, as 
well as deeper into the marshes 
towards the outskirts of south- 
ern Iraq. 

“In northern Iraq, in the 
vicinity of Mosul, there is both 
Iraqi troop movement and 
some increase in the number of 
troops. Iraqi intentions are not 
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clear and we are watching this 
situation closely. 

“The Security Council most 
recently addressed Iraqi sanc- 
tions at its March 18. 1994, 
regular 60-day review of Iraq’s 
compliance with its obligations 
under relevant resolutions. At 
that meeting. Security Council 
members were in agreement 
that Iraq is not in compliance 
with resolutions of the Coun- 
cil. and that existing sanctions 
should remain in force, with- 
out change. 

“Thc sanctions regime ex- 
empts medicine and in the case 
of foodstuffs, requires only 
that the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee be notified of food ship- 
ments. The Sanctions Commit- 
tee also continues to consider 
and. when appropriate, 
approve requests to send to Iraq 
materials, and supplies for 
essential civilian needs. The 
Iraqi government. in contrast, 
has maintained a full embargo 
against its northern provinces 
and has acted to distribute 
humanitarian supplies only to 
its supporters and to the milit- 
ary. The Iraqi government has 
so far refused to sell $1.6 bil- 
lion in oil as previously autho- 
rised by the Security Council in 
UNSCRs 706 and 712. Talks 
between Iraq and the United 1 
Nations on implementing these 
resolutions ended unsuccess- 
fully in October 1993. 

“Proceeds from oil sales also 
would be used to compensate 
persons injured by Iraq's un- 
lawful invasion and occupation 
of Kuwait. The U.N. Com- 
pensation Commission. 
(UNCC) has received about 
2.3 million claims so far. with 
another '200,000 expected. 

The U.S. government has 
now filed a total of eight sets of 
individual claims with the 
Commission, bringing U.S. 
claims filed to' roughly 3,000 
with a total asserted value of 
over $205 million. In addition, 
the U.S. government intends 
to submit this summer numer- 
ous corporate claims filed by 
American corporations and is 
currently reviewing over 180 
claims by U.S. businesses for 
possible submission to the 
UNCC. The asserted value of 
U.S. corporate claims received 
to date is about $1.6 billion. 

“Examples of Iraqi non- 
cooperation and noncom- 
pliance continue in other 
areas. For instance, reliable 
reports indicate that the gov- 
ernment* of Iraq is offering 
reward money for terrorist acts 
against U.N. and humanitarian 
relief workers in Iraq. The 
offering of bounty for such 
acts, as well as the commission 
of such acts, in our view, con- 
stitute violations of UNSCRs 
687 and 688. In the latest series 
of attacks on the international 
relief community, there were 
two incidents in which mem- 
bers of the U.N. Guard Con- 
tingent in Iraq were shot and 
seriously wounded in March 
1994. 

“As I stated in my last report 
to you on this issue. Iraq can 
rejoin the community of civil- 
ised nations only through 
democratic processes, respect 
for human rights, equal treat- 
ment of its people, and adher- 
ence to basic norms of interna- 
tional behaviour. Iraq’s gov- 
ernment should represent all 
Iraq’s people and be commit- 
ted to the territorial integrity 
and unity of Iraq. The Iraai 
National Congress (INC) 
espouses these goals, the ful- 
fillment of which would make 
Iraq a stabilising force in the 
Gulf region.” 



FIXING THE FLAG: A Palestinian fixes tbe Palestinian flag at tbe Orient 
of the Pakstme Liberation Organisation (PLO) In East Jerusalem. Lome 
resume seif-rule negotiations in Cairo today (see page one) (AFP photo) 


tbe PLO 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — ' 
Nine members of the Israeli 
Knesset have concluded a five- 
day visit to Washington to 
observe the workings of the 
U.S. government and the 
American-Jewish lobby. 

The parliamentarians met 
with Clinton administration 
officials and congressional 
aides during the April 4-8 visit 
whicit was sponsored by the 
Association of Reform Zion- 
ists and the Religious Action 
Centre of Reform Judaism 
(RACRJ). They also had 
meetings with leaders of major 
Jewish-, Arab- and African- 
American organisations. 

“First and foremost, our 
goal was to allow the Knesset 
members to learn first-hann 
about the American Jewish 
Community — how it works, 
what Judaism means to it... 
how it relates to Israel." Rabbi 
Lynn Landsberg of the 
RA’CRJ said in an interview. 
Hie sponsors hoped, she* 
added, to distinguish between 
the “myths and realities” of 
Jewish influence in the United 
States. 

Rabbi Landsberg noted that 
the Jewish Reform movement 
in the United States has spon- 
sored a trip of this sort for 
Knesset members every year 
fOT the past six years. A secon- 
dary focus of the programme is 
to give the parliamentarians 
the opportunity to observe the 
functioning of the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

On this visit, the group en- 


gaged in “shop talk” with 
members of the U.S. Congress 
and their aides, and held a 
question-and-answer session 
with David Setterfield, direc- 
tor for Near East and South 
Asian Affairs at the National 
Security Council. 

American Enterprise Insti- 
tute scholar Norman Omstein 
addressed the group, as did 
M.J. Rosenberg from the 
office of Representative Nita 
Lowey (Democrat of New 
York) and Melissa Patrick 
from the office of Senator 
Charles Grassley (Republican 
of Iowa). 

The parliamentarians’ dis- 
cussion with Mr. Setterfield 
centred on the status of tbe 
Mideast peace talks and tbe 
Clinton administration's view 
of the process. They also dis- 
cussed the challenges that the 
United States and its allies face 
in the region, especially 
weapons proliferation. Foreign 
aid policy was examined as 
well, with Setterfield outlining; 
the conflict between U.S. 
budget constraints and the 
growing demand for assistance 
in other parts of the world. 

Despite the emphasis on 
government, Landsberg noted 
that one of the highlights of the 
visit was a “very passionate” 
presentation made by James 
Zogby, director of the Arab- 
American Institute. He sug- 
gested that relations between 
American Jews and Arabs had 
been helped enormously by the 
signing of the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 


‘Corridors of tranquillity’ Sudan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The parties 
to the conflict in southern 
Sudan have agreed in a meet- 
ing in Nairoubi to declare cor- 
ridors of tranquillity by air, 
land, river and rail for the 
periods of 15-30 of each of 
April. May and June, to allow 
for the immunisation of 

725,000 Sudanese children in 
the conflict areas of south 
Sudan, the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
has said. 

UNICEF joined forces with 
the Sudanese government and 
the warring parties in a 
genuine effort to ensure the 
safe passage of immunisation 
supplies and health teams to 
the various parts of the coun- , 
try. Immunisation teams are 
now in place in preparation for 
launching the immunisation 
campaigns on April 15 and 
mobilisation of families to im- 
munise their children have 


already started and will con- 
tinue throughout the cam- 
-paign, a UNICEF statement 
said. 

Meanwhile, the second 
phase of another ongoing cam- 
paign in accessible areas began 
on March 15, to deliver the 
second dose of oral polio vac- 
cine (OPV), measles and vita- 
min A to thousands of other 
Sudanese children. To pave 
the ground for this campaign 
which started in the Central 
state on March 26, over one 
million doses of vaccine and 
other supplies have been ship- 
ped from Khartoum to the 
various provinces and states. 
Two charter planes were used 
to deliver 500,000 doses of 
vaccine to Darfur stale, the 
UNICEF statement said. 

In another development, 155 
“unaccompanied minors” or 
children separated from their 
families in southern Sudan as a 
result of war and famine, were 


reunited with their parents in 
Leer on March 11. Thanks to 
the combined efforts of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), UN- 
ICEF, and Radda Barnen, the 
reunification programme, 
launched by these organisa- 
tions two years ago, has to date 
reunited 600 children sepa- 
rated from their families since 
•1988, when the war in south 
Sudan escalated, the statement 
said. 

It is estimated that at least 

20.000 Sudanese children were 
separated from their parents as 
a result of the war in the south. 
At least 6,000 are currently 
living in temporary camps in 
southern Sudan, while some 

11.000 children sought refuge 
in 'Kakuma camp in Kenya. 
UNICEF and other humanita- 
rian agencies and organisations 
are mounting efforts to reunite 
all those children with their 
families. 
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State Department reports 
silence from PLO, Arafat 

- \ McCutty said: "The parties do" 
WASHINGTON (Agencies) ^ to proceed with their d®. . 
— Chairman Yasser Ararat that we expect to it. 

and tbe Palesnnc Uberaaon sume here in Washington 
Organisation (PLO) hw sometime this month.” 
responded to an appem from ^ might yet yield con-. 
Secretary of State Warren sjdera b le progress toward set- - 
Christopher for condemnation motion the declaration 

™ Tcrneli civilians. Ul ‘* . : u. 


Knesset members get first-hand view 
of American-Jewish community 


accord last September at the 
White House. 

He described the event as an 
“ice-breaker” that brought 
new warmth to relations be- 
tween the two communities, 
Mr. Landsberg said. Invita- 
tions for Dr. Zogby to appear 
before Jewish organisations 
proliferated dramatically in tbe 
.wake of the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment, Mr. Landsberg quoted 
him as saying. 

Dr. Zogby also lauded the 
American Jewish community 
for taking the lead in promot- 
ing U.S. intervention on behalf 
of the Bosnian Muslims, Mr. 
Landsberg said. 

Other prominent Americans 
who met with the Knesset 
members included tbe Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, one of the most 
noted American civil rights 
leaders. 

Mr. Jackson was at the time 
preparing for his own visit to 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories, in an effort to promote 
Arab-Jteraeli peace). 

On the final day of their trip, 
Ron Young of the Interreli- 
gfons Committee for Peace in 
the Middle East offered tbe 
■ visiting Israelis insights into 
ways that American Christians 
view the Middle East. 

They also met a number of 
distinguished Jewish Amer- 
icans, including Diana Aziz, 
the new president of the Coun- 
cil of Jewish Federations, and 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, 
the second woman ever to 
serve on the U.S. Supreme 
Coint. 


Christopher for condemnation 
of attacks on Israeli civilians. 

“Not that Tui aware of, 
Michael McCurry, the State 
Department spokesman, said 
Friday. He said he did not 
know if Mr. Arafat’s silence 
would affect negotiations with 
Israel to implement a declara- 
tion granting Palestinians self- 
rule in Jericho and Gaza. 

The negotiations are due to 
resume Sunday. A major pro- 
vision is the withdrawal of 
Israeli military forces from the 
West Bank city and from 
Gaza. 

The attacks have stirred 
opposition in Israel to going 
ahead with Palestinian self- 
rule. But Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Thursday the 
talks should proceed. 

The PLO on Thursday ex- 
tended its condolences to the 
families of the victims, but Mr. 
Christopher said: “We wish 
they would condemn the vio- 
lence." 

Asked how this message was 
conveyed to Mr. Arafat and 
the PLO, Mr. McCurry said: 
“We have discussions at a fair- 
ly high level,” usually through 
State Department official De- 
nnis Ross. 

Reiterating recent assertions 
by Mr. Christopher that die 
Middle East peace talks are 
moving forward regardless of 
attempts to derail them, Mr. 


of principles, he said. 

Mr. McCurry noted that the • 
parties have said they are 
“closing fast" on the “veiy 
difficult issues" in the talks; 
however, “there’s an enor- 
mous amount of technical 
work... to complete any agree- 
ment that would lead to tbe ■ 
declaration.” 

Completion of final details 
in the peace talks need not 
necessarily be at the cabinet 
level, the spokesman sai'd, 
adding that substantive prog- 
ress is the “important thing.’ R; 
Progress made at tbe informal 
talks in Cairo in recent weeks 
meets that standard; those dis- 
- cussions have “been produc- 
tive in resolving issues.” be 
said. 

Mr. McCurry noted that Mr. 
Arafat has renounced terror- 
ism. But he added that “we 
would wish to see a condemna- 
'tion of specific acts of violence 
that are clearly designed to 
derail the peace process.” 

Asked about Mr. Arafat’s 
official silence about the most 
recent attacks in Israel, he 
said: “I don't think it helps.” 

And the United States con- 
tinues to express its displeasure 
in discussions with government 
that support peace rejectionist 
factions, he said. 





Former Fateh chief to face Lebanon probe 

BEIRUT (R) — A former Fateh commander in Lebanon was 
ordered by a judge to answer questions in a probe of bombings . 
at Palestinian refugee camps but refused to come, judicial 
sources said on Saturday. The military judge this week 
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Munir Maqdah and three Fateh ! 
officers to come in for questioning by last Wednesday after a 
Palestinian man arrested in connection with the blasts said 
Col. Maqdah had ordered them. Several small bomb attacks 
took place in refugee camps in South Lebanon in l992 and 1?93^ ( 
Security sources said they were part of an inter-Palestinian, 
power struggle. Col. Maqdah — who was deposed as head . 
Palestine Liberation Organisation /(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s mainstream Fateh forces in Lebanon last year — did - 
not heed the judge's call. Col. Maqdah heads a small 
breakaway group of Fateh guerrillas opposed to the Septem- 
ber 13 PLO- Israel peace deal and is based in Ain Al Hilweh 
camp. Lebanon’s largest Palestinian refugee camp, near the 
southern port of Sidon. Lebanese troops have seized several 
weapons caches belonging to Palestinian guerrilla groups in 
areas near Sidon over the past few days. 

U.S. is still ‘great Satan’ — Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran should not drop its traditional hostility 
to the United States whose policies in the Middle East prove it 
is still “the great Satan,” an Iranian newspaper said. “Ever- 
increasing U.S. interference in the ‘Persian’ Gulf region, 
Washington’s unconditional support for the Zionist regime 
and U.S. plots against the Islamic revolution all prove the U.S. 
still is the ‘great Satan’,” Jomhuri Eskuni newspaper said in an 
editorial reported by the official news agency IRNA on 
Saturday. The newspaper urged Iranians to disregard talk of 
possible reconciliation with the United States and “to remain 
vigilant and continue their anti-U.S. movies.” The artide 
marked the anniversary of the severing of ties between the two 
countries, IRNA said. “Great Satan” is a term commonly used 
by Iranian leaders since Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution to 
describe the United States, which supported Iran’s ousted 
former ruler, the Shah. 

Tunisian parliament reelects speaker 

TUWS (R) —Tunisia’s new parliament on Saturday reelected 
Habib Boulares as speaker of the House of Deputies, a post he 
has occupied since October 1991. Nineteen opposition^ dc- 
punes, who won seats in the March 20 election for the first 
time yice independence in 1956, did not put forward a rival 
candidate. 

USAID lends Morocco $28m for education 

RABAT (R) — American USAID on Friday sijmed an 
aprement with Morooo to provide $28 million for. edition 
training projects, the Moroccan news agency (MAP) renorted. 

!; y fS^ ng l OT de Y e, °P™ ent programme wilTJlSd 
modem infrastructure for private higher education and im- 
prove management teadimg in several schools throughout the 
JJSPSft < J? A *! 1 . said .- Moroccan government will pinidpate 
with $13.65 million in the projects which involve 14 Khoofs in 
Casablanca, Rabat and Marrakesh, offirials said. 
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Economic imbalances can b e dealt with 
through stock markets, says Gammoh 

AMMAN (Petra) — (Jordan, He said Jordan still faces the — V 
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IN THE EDUCATION ARENA: Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali Saturday receives 
Yemeni Education Minister Abu Bakr Qnrba 
(right) to discuss cooperation in the education 
arena. Dr. Mqjali said Jordan was ready to 
provide Yemen with expertise in education and 
higher education “in embodiment of the King , 
dom’s policy of maintaining strong relations 
with the Arab countries.” He added that Jor- 
dan’s ministries of education and higher educa- 
tion as well as state universities would be willing 
to offer tr aining to Yemeni personnel and 
respond favourably to an; request in thk 
respect. Dr. Qnrba' conveyed a nr ±ssage to Dr. 
Majali Grom the Yemeni prime minister con- 
cerning cooperation in education and «kn 


briefed the prime minister on the current 
situation in Yemen. He also voiced Yemen’s 
praise for Jordan’s endeavours to bring about 
reconciliation among the various Yemeni parties 
and expressed hope that His Majesty King 
Hussein would pursue bis efforts to bring about 
a lasting settlement. Education Minister Khaled 
Omari was present at the meeting. Dr. Qnrba, 
who arrived in Amman Friday evening on a 
three-day visit to Jordan, met separately later 
with Dr. Omari and other officials to review 
scopes of cultural and educational cooperation 
between Yemen and Jordan. Ministry of Educa- 
tion officials said that Dr. Qnrba would be 
accompanied on . tow of several Jordanian 
educational institutions. 



AMMAN (Petra) — (Jordan, 
like several Arab stare* is cur- 
rently implementing am econo- 
mic restructuring pro[gramme 
agreed to with the Intel nation- 
al Monetary Fund (D «4F) in 
order to adjust the imbpances 
in its economy and pursue its 
development process, sjaid Fi- 
nance Minister Sami Gaunmah 
Saturday. \ 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a three-day meeting on 
means of stimulating the l work 
of Arab stock markets], the 
minister said that the .Imba- 
lances in the Jordanian 1 eco- 
nomy, which were causeld 'by 
large investments in the c oun- 
try’s infrastructure during; the 
1950s and 1960s can be c leak 
with through, the help of s tock 
markets and commercial blanks 
which handle savings and! in- 
vestments. I 

In many countries govern- 
ment resources have been (de- 
pleted by rising external debts, 
said the minister, adding tha]t it 
is often the private settlor 
which is called upon to fund 
major development schemes. 

As for Jordan, the country 
bore heavy burdens in defence 
spending following the 19 4(8 
war with Israel and incurred 
high development costs in th-p 
last four decades resulting in 
the economic j crisis of the late( 
1980s, continued Mr. Gam-i 
moh. 


He said Jordan still faces the 
consequences of the Gulf war 
and the ongoing siege on its 
sole port at Aqaba, which, he 
said, has cost the country hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. 

Despite the difficulties, the 
countty is pursuing economic 
reforms and is building demo- 
cratic institutions, Mr. Gam- 
moh said. 

He explained that the Am- 
man Financial Market (AFM), 
which was founded in 1978, 
was created in order to attract 
savings that would be utilised 
in development schemes, and 
the government, he added, is 
eager to further this market to 
enable it to play a more signifi- 
cant role in the national eco- 
nomy. 

The minister called for a 
greater measure of coopera- 
tion between the Arab stock 
markets as part of a collective 
Arab effort to improve the 
Arab World's economy. 

Mr. Gammoh deputised for 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan in opening the 
conference, which was orga- 
nised by the Ann League in 
cooperation with the Arab 
Banking Union and the Am- 
man Financial Market. 

Arab Stock Markets Union 
Chairman Fawzi Bahrazad 
addressed the opening session, 
urging Arab states to imple- 
ment measures for genuine in- 
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Minister of Finance Sami Gammoh (Cen- 
tre), flanked by officials of various Arab 
stock markets, attends the opening ses si on 


of a meeting to boost the work of Arab 
financial markets (Petra photo) 


tegration among their econo- 
mies. with the help of banking 
institutions and stock markets. 

Peferring to the work of the 
exi .ing stock markets in the 
Arab World, Dr. Bahrazad 
that despite many positive 
aspects, these markets still face 
negative elements that impede 


their of orations, such as fai- 
lure to i nvolve the private sec- 
tor on 2 larger scale in econo- 
mic de- elopment. absence of 
cooper ition among stock mar- 
kets arid the trend of estab- 
lishing small enterprises in- 
stead of founding major public 
share-holding companies. 


According to Khakd Amin 
Abdullah, the conference rap- 
porteur, the delegates will ex- 
change views on promoting 
stock market work, review 
working papers dealing with 
Arab states experiments .in 
stock markets will reflect on 
Arab economic programmes. 
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Jon Metzger on the vibraphone 


The Jon Metzger Quartet 
puts its mark on jazz in Amman 


Archbishop of Jerusalem refuses to return from exile 


By Natasha Bokhan i 

Special to title Jordan Times j 
AMMAN 4 - The exiled : 
archbishop of Jerusalem, Hila- I 
non Capncci, Saturday said he ! 
will not go back to the occu- 
pied territories until Jerusalem ' 
becomes the Palestinian state's l 
capital. I 

- "I was arid still am the i 
archbishop of [Jerusalem, and it 
is my duty to ensure a just and ' 
lasting peace (for my people," 
said die archbishop during a j 
press conference held at the \ 
Greek archbishopric in Am- ' 
man. I 

Archbishop j Capucd was de- 
ported by thet Israeli author- 
ities in September 1977 for 


smuggling arms from Jordan 
into the occupied territories for 
members of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
and has lived in Italy for the- 
last twenty years. 

The head ” r the Jerusalem 
diocese said .. -:t the Holy City 
is an Arab city, and that for 
peace to be established, it has 
to be returned to its original 
owners. 

He told reporters that after 
it is returned to its legitimate 
owners, Jerusalem will no lon- 
ger be “monopolised" as it is 
now. “Jerusalem will then be- 
come the city that will allow 
Muslims, Christians and Jews 
to live together as brothers." 


The holy man described 
himself as the first nationalist 
and said that he had turned 
down an offer to return to the 
occupied territories becai it 
was tied to him not expressing 
his opinion about die Palesti- 
nian cause. He declined, 
however, to say when the offer 
was made, and by whom it was 
made. 

“(U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution) 904 has to be im- 
plemented, and PLO President 
Yasser Arafat has to condemn 
the Israeli stand concerning 
settlements which are cancer- 
ous bodies that need to be 
removed,” said the archbishop 
who expressed his disapproval 


of the PLO's single-handed 
approach in being the sole 
decision -makers in the peace 
talks. “One hand cannot clap." 
he added. 

Accori Jing to the head of the 
diocese, a comprehensive and 
durable peace can only be 
achieved when Palestinians 
attain the;ir own passports and 
currency iind their right to self- 
deteiminaition. He added that 
settling fair anything less than 
that would be “treason.” 

“We buve offered Israelis 
Gaza and Jericho as a gift 
which they are more than glad 
to get rid of “pointing to the 
heightened: violence in those 
areas, whetre, he said, their 


Jewish occupants would be 
pleased to escape from. 

The archbishop said his visit 
to Jordan was prompted by 
“some sickness” since he cons- 
idered Jordan to be another 

home of his, and that it is the 
closest he could get to Pales- 
tine. He also commended His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
“admirable" support to the 
Palestinians, saying chat the 
King is a true symbol of "cour- 
age.” 

The archbishop, wbo arrived 
in Jordan Thursday, met with 
King Hussein later to. 
discuss the situation in the 
occupied territories, particu- 
larly Jerusalem. 


Tw0 youths drown 
in Ghor Safi ranch 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Good vibra- 
tions. That’s what will flow 
out of Jon Metzger's vib- 
raphone on Monday evening 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

His quartet is one of the 
world’s best in the genre, 
with Ed Paolantonia on 
piano, James King on bass, 
David Via on drums and Jon 
Metzger himself on vibes. 

The National Music Con- 
servatory - Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with the American Centre in 
Amman, has invited the cele- 
brated jazz quartet to per- 
form in Jordan. 

Jon Metzger, a performer, 
composer and recording 


artist, play: a kind of jazz 
that sounds definitely mod- 
em bat is still strongly linked 
to the mainstream. 

On one of his early albums, 
“Into The Light,” numbers 
like “Bossa Linda" with its 
classic bossa nova beat, or 
‘Into The Light” with its sub- 
tle theme, can please the 
partisans of “eternal” Duke 
Ellington and “crazy” Lany 
Coryell alike. 

If the excellent quality of 
the recording did not put a 
date stamp ou the music, it 
would be difficult to position 
Jon Metzger’s music in time. 

Mr. Metzger’s composi- 
tions are very seriously built. 

The listener, even if not a 
jazz specialist, can easily fol- 
low the structure of the 
pieces without feeling lost at 


all, contrary to what often 
happens in fusion jazz. 

Mr. Metzger’s playing is 
characterised by his soft, 
warm touch, a quality that is 
usually difficult to achieve on 
vibes. 

Another pleasant note is 
the fact that the other instru- 
ments m the quartet, the 
piano, the bass and the drums 
are given enough space to 
breathe and are not treated 
just like “slaves” to the vib- 
raphone. 

The piano more particular- 
ly plays a major role, next to 
the vibes. 

If you like swing and bossa 
nova, but with a modem fla- 
vour, The Jon Metzger Quar- 
tet will make you spend a 
most enjoyable evening in its 
company. 


By Rank Husseini 

Special to fhje Jordan 'limes 

AMMAN -4 Two youths, 
aged 17 and 20, drowned 
Thursday evening in the 
Mash are’ area of Ghor Safi. 


according to Public Security 
Department (PSD) and Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
reports. 

Abdul Sal am Ma’aytah 
(17) and his friend, -Njdal 
Suleiman (20) , drowned in 
the swimming pool of a rela- • 
five’s ranch in Ghor Sail, 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times (that “it seems 
that one of the victims fell in 
the pool, and v rhen the other 
tried to save hh n he drowned 
too.” 

The ranch owner told 
police he had t>een with tbe 
two young men (but be had to 
leave for one hour. When he 
returned, he said, he disco- 
vered their bodi es floating in 
the pool. 

He told police that the 
youths did not Itnow how to 


swim. 

On Friday, a 24-year-old 
man drowned in Wadi Araba 
Dam, CDD reports showed. 

Abdul Majid Mahmoud 
was with his friend on a pic- 
nic, when he accidently fell in 
the dam. 

The victim was rushed to 
Mou’az Hospital, but was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

Four more people were re- 
ported to have died in drown- 
ing accidents since the begin- 
ning of April. 

The earlier incidents in- 
cluded the deaths of two 3- 
y ear-old children in Irbid, 
who died in separate acci- 
dents. 

In both cases, police re- 
ports said, tbe children were 
playing in their yards and fell 
in an open well. 

A PSD official urged 
citizens who have wells in 
their yards to make sure that 
they are finnJy sealed when 
not in use, to prevent chil- 
dren from being hurt or kil- 
led. 


The following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to verify the 
listed time and place with tbe concerned 
institutions. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

☆ Belgian film entitled “Het Gezin Van 
Paemel” (The Van Paemel Family) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

☆ Fflm entitled “Sunrise at Campobello” 
at the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 
(145 minutes). 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Engraving exhibition by artist Jean- 
Pierre Pincemin at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Modern and Old 
Ceramics and Glass” by artists Hamed 

and Iman Kbalifeb at Goethe- 

Institut. 

☆ Exhibition by German artist Aflona at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Photo exhibition entitled “Spring 
Breezes From Jordan” by Dr. Zuhair 
Mohsen at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ The Jordanian Comprehensive Medical 
Fair ’94 (displaying medical and drug 
industries, medical appliances, compu- 
ter and X-Ray equipment, and dental 
equipment) at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel. 

☆ Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi 
artists at the Italian Language Centre 
(9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 669348) 

☆ Exhibition of Zallonm foodstuff pro- 
ducts at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by Egyptian artist Shalabiya 
Ibrahim at Raladna Art Gallary (Tel. 
678589). 

☆ Exhibition of spring paintings by Dr. Ali 
AI Ghoul at Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

☆ “Spring Exhibition 1994” at the Jordan 
Plastic Art Association Gallery (Tel. 
699914). 

☆ Exhibition by artist Perween Al Sarraf 
at Aba’ad Art Gallery (10:00 a.m.-8:00 
p.m.) (Tel. 819861). 



* Exhibition by Iraqi artists Hayfa 
Hableeb and Faronk Hassan at Alia Art 

* Exhibition of Jordanian herbs at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Flow er exhibition entitled “The Flower 
Brid ge Between Jordan and Palestine” 
at A bdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 
in Ja; bal Amman (10:00 a.m. -6:00 p.m.) 

(Tel. 679166) 

TV Art exhibition by artist Ahmed Nawar at 
Baflp’ Art Gallery in Fuheis (daily from 
10:CW a.m. to 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 720902). 

☆ Jonjianian-Iraqi contemporary exhibi- 
tion] by over 80 artists at Ain Art Gallery 
in Wadi Saqra (9:30 a.m-8:00 p.m.) 
(Tel l. 644451). 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures and drawings 
by .Jordanian sculptor Samer Tabbaa. 
Ms® showing “permanent” exhibition 
of .54 Arab contemporary artists at 
Dar at Al Fan on of the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luweibdefa 
(Tel. 643251/2). 

☆ Book exhibition at the Safeway Interna- 
tional. 


Ministry to propose law, amendments 
addressing children’s, family issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment plans to propose a draft 
law on children's issues and 
amendments to existing laws 
and regulations related to the 
family, according to Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Sqour. 

The proposed laws and 
amendments are considered 
necessary to address the 
numerous social and economic 
changes in the society and are 
needed to protea children’s 
rights, Dr. Sqour said in a 
statement Saturday on the 
event of a ceremony planned in 
observance of the Internation- 
al Year of the Family. 

The ceremony, to be orga- 
nised at the Royal Cultural 
Centre under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali, is aimed at honouring 



Mohammad'. Sqour 

institutions that help families 
implement i ncome-generating 
projects, he said. 

The ceremony is a recogni- 
tion of these institutions* 
efforts in promoting and 


deepening the status and role 
of families in society, as well. as 
an attempt at draw attention- to 
the need for further work on 
upgrading the status of the 
Jordanian family and related 
issues, said the minister. 

The Ministry of Social De- 
velopment recently organised 
an exhibition displaying the 
products of limited income 
families which had received 
training by private and public 
institutions. The families were 
provided with funds to start 
their business and become self- 
reliant. said the minister. 

He said Jordan is observing 
the International Year of the 
Family in line with a call by 
the United Nations Genera] 
Assembly in order to underline 
the role of families and the 
importance of safeguarding 
their rights. 


VTC trains Lebanese, Sudanese instructors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Since its 
establishment in 1977 the 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) has provided train- 
ing to 87.000 people in Jordan 
through its centres in different 
govern orates, said VTC Direc- 
tor Ahmad Atwan Saturday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a training seminar for 
Lebanese and Sudanese in- 
structor s of vocational train- 
ing, Dr. Atwan outlined the 
main task of the VTC and the 
various programmes it carries 
our in cooperation with local 
industries. 

The VTC is involved with 
the Development and Employ- 
ment Fund (DEF) in providing 


funds for the trainees to start 
their own business after 
finishing their courses, and 
provides guidiance to owners of 
workshops and small indus- 
tries. said Dt. Atwan. 

Eleven instructors from 
Sudan and five from Lebanon 
are raking part in the seminar 
which is organised in Jordan 
with funding from the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP). 

UNDP Deputy Resident 
Representative in Jordan 
Rafiq Shukor briefed the meet- 
ing on the UNDP-financed 
project to develop vocational 
training programmes. 

He said the UNDP will soon 


set up three centres for indust- 
rial guidance in Amman, 
Aqaba, and Irbid in order to 
provide technical know-how to 
small and medium size indust- 
rial projects, especially in pro- 
duction, specification, man- 
agement and marketing fields. 

According to Dr. Atwan, 
the Sudanese and Lebanese 
instructors will spend nine days 
in Jordan to become aeqainted 
with the various VTC activities 
and its working relationship 
with private businesses and 
factories. 

• 

The participants will also 
visit VTC centres and indust- 
rial schools. 
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QyEEN ALIA FUND 

for Social Development 




Invites You 


to a show of its 1994 Spring Collection of 
Rugs & Ceramics 
at Amra Hotel - April 10th to 13th 
Special offer 25%, 50% off on some of the items 
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Policies that defy reason 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Al Fanek 


HARDLY A day passes by in the occupied Arab 
territories without many Palestinians Calling victim to 
‘ Israeli atrocities and violations of human rights. The 
kHiing of Palestinians by Israeli soldiers or settlers: is a 
* daily reality that has become of routine news valne t. » the 
international media, and even less significance tip the 
international conunnnity. \ 

. : Only a crime of the enormity of the Hebron massacre 
draws the attention of the big powers in the world to the 
suffering of the Palestinian people and brad’s disreg ;ard 
for aD international norms and human values. This 
attention fades, though, sooner than the Mood of 

■ Palestinians dries on the ground. 

; Such is nut the case with violence «ga™t Israelis. J The 
MBug of any number of Israelis by frustrated Psdestt- 
has afl world capitals racing to cond emn “Arab 
acts of terroris m ** and offer support for Israel. 

• The world is serving neither the Palestinians wv toe 
Israelis through such exercises in hypocrisy. Nor is Israel 
; protecting its future and that of the region by foSijmg to 
'address the root causes of violence in the occupied 
' territories. J 

■ : Israel is responsible for the Alula bombing as nrthch as 
it is responsible for the Hebron massacre. Its policies in 

■ the occupied territories provided the settlers with the 

■ means for killing the Palestinians as they prayer in the 
Unbind Mosque. Those same policies left the| young 
Palestinian who carried out the Aftila suicide attack no 

, choice but to give Israelis a taste of what their govern- 
.mot has been allowing to happen to Palestinians for 

- decades. j 

Israeli pofitichms condemned the Hebron mass^acre. So 
should Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat condemn the 
AIMa bombing, demands the UJS. and other world 
powers. The naivety and insensitivity of comparing the 

- two unfortunate events are appalling, even though the 
kfflmg of innocent people mid dvflhms caknot be 
condoned by anybody or quarter. 

Had the international community been kemrinely 
interested in ending the bloodshed in the Joocupied 
territories, however, it would have had taken taction to 
end it long before the Afhla bombing took plack. That it i 
could have done by patting enough pressure onj Israel to I 
remove the injustices to which Palestinians are subjected 
on a daily baas. Instead of removing the] settlers, 
a dmitt e dl y a mam obstacle to the attainment of peace in 
the region, Israel threw a blanket curfew on I the West 
Bank and Gaza. That deprived Palestinians from even 
providing for their daily needs. The suf fe ring increased 
and retafiatory action became an inevitable Response. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PL>b) Chair- 
man thus found bhnsdf unable to condemn the Afula 
attack personally. By dohig so, Ik might Itjiavc only 
. infuriated Ms people whose members are being* killed by 
Israelis by the boor. Israel, on the other hapd, could 
afford to condemn the Hebron massacre because h has 
within its reach tens of other measures to ayjpease its 
citizens. \ 

The most the PLO can do in reaction tio Israeli 
atrocities is boycott the peace talks, and that it rannot do 
for long became of the pressures that Washington and 
other world powers would put cm it. j 

But Israel does not boycott the talks, winning world 
praise for not allowing “rejectionists” to abort j the peace 
process. What it does, Instead, is pot tsjo million 
Pal estin ian s under siege again by closing the \yest Bank 
and Gaza totally. The negative implications of tins act for 
the peace process far exceed those of witbdnnjring from 
the negotiation. Yet a few in the world comm utility seem 
to notice; and Israel gets away with mnrdeir. 

Thus only Palestinian desperation grows, and the cycle 
of violence continues unabated. When inclination to- 
wards peace becomes the ultimate casualty, we] can all be 
sure that the peace process stands to suffer, just when 
the Israelis get to realise the folly of their polities is the 

- question that we cannot answer. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTAkRIES 



to. find a lasting solution to the roots of the Arab- Israeli conflict, 
and not to encourage the Israelis to shoot Palestinians in mosques 
and later to impose a curfew on the city of Hebron, whose 1 
inhabitants are the victims of repression, said the daily. The 
United States can see the Arabs bein^ oppressed and can watch 
the sufferings of the Palestinians but is lifting n o finger to help 1 
them or end the atrocities, the paper pointed out. There is no 
record, said the paper, that the U.S. administra tion has deman- 
ded that the Israeli govemmentapologise for the massacre in the 
mosque or for the millions of human rights violations committed 
by the Israelis, it added. What Washington should seek to achieve 
now is ending the mass punishment and curfews imposed on the 
Arab population so that an opportune climate for peace can be 
created, said the paper. It said that Washington is required to 
move now to put an end to the endless cycle orf violence in the 
occupied Arab lands. 


A battle on the social front 


A JORDANIAN weekly picked up a paragraph in a recent 
UNICEF report stating that some 200.000 Jordanian children 
do not receive adequate food. The paper thought that the 
international agency conducted a survey to arrive at tffis sad 
conclusion. 

In fact the UNICEF is not equipped to do something of the 
sort. It simply used the line of poverty produced by the 
Ministry of Social Development, which found that around 18.3 
per cent of the families in Jordan were, at mid 1993, below the 
line of poverty, supposed to be at the level of JD 119 per 
month, or $2000 per year per family. It is of course quite 
reasonable to assume that 18.3 peT cent of the Jordanian 
children consume less food than desired, i.e., there is nothing 
new. 

It is not our purpose here to play down the importance and 
urgency of combatting poverty, whether its percentage turned 
out to be higher or lower than it is in other countries. The 
purpose is to acknowledge, at the same time, the achievements 
of Jordan on the social front. 

In a research paper on "Population and Mother and Child 
Health” presented at the Conference on Population and Basic 
Needs in Jordan, organised by the National Population 
Commission in September 1991, certain indicators were given. 
(See table). 

These indicators deserve to be highlighted too. It is true that 
we still have a long way to go in the field of human 
development, but it is equally true that we have some major 
achievements which we can be proud of. 

Some politically motivated critics believe that it is their duty 
to point out the dark spots and the shortcomings, because that 
is a sure way to prodding the government to do more. 
However, the government’s achievements also deserve to be 
acknowledged and appreciated. Success is the best incentive 
for more success. If we have the right to criticise failures, we 
have the duty to appreciate successes. To throw mud on the 
face of Jordan should not be an evidence of championship of 
social causes. 

Similarly, it is tempting for pessimists to claim that the 
middle class is melting down and is about to disappear and join 
the poor. Poverty, they claim, is expanding by the day. 

Such claim is normally accepted by our public opinion 
without demanding any evidence; not even a simple definition 
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of tfaie middle class was gjven. 

Afxordmg to the Marxist definition, the middle class, or the 
bourgeoisie, represent the whole society minus industrial 
labo urers and peasants. That makes some 20 per cent of the 
Jordlfinian manpower on one side, and the large real estate 
owners and industrialists who make no more than 10 per cent 
on ime other side. The middle dass thus covers some 70 per 
cent of the Jordanian population. 

Ira people are to be classified according to the level of 
inaime, we can identify no more than 20 per cent below the 
lines of poverty, and 10 per cent of high and open income 
grc.wps that include large real estate ownere, contractors, 
importers and industrialists. The rest form the middle dass. 
They normally earn their living through employment in the 
public and private sectors. Those who earn high salaries, or 
an± professionals and self-employed and are highly educated, 
can be sub labled as upper middle dass. 

jBy all measures, the middle dass in Jordan is sound and big. 
It I is the core of the Jordanian society. It forms- anything 
between two thirds to three quarters of 600,000 Jordanian 
fijmilies. \ 

shoulders the major burden of taxes. The 
y tax. The rich are not affected by higher 
class pays taxes at the expense of its 
of living. 

economy prospers, the middle dass will 
>nal economy faces trouble, the middle class 
suffer. Therefore; it is the middle dass which 
is more interested in economic, administrative and political 
reform. It naturjdly should pay the price of such r ef orm. 


j The middle d 
poor hardly pay 
t^xes. The mid 
members standa 
If the nation? 
benefit. If the na 
(will be the first 
is more inte 



Time for another, different revolution 



By Dick J. Reavis 

THE PISTOL shots fired re- 
cently in a Tijuana slum ended 
two political lives and, 
perhaps, one political era. 

Luis Donaldo Colosio, the 
presidential candidate of the 
Partido Revoiudonario Insti- 
tucional (PRI), died a literal 
death. Manuel Camacho, the 
popular former mayor of Mex- 
ico City, suffered an equally 
unexpected but merely politic- 
al demise. And the shooting 
may well mark the dose of 
Mexico's epoch of modernisa- 
tion. 

Had Mr. Colosio been felled 
by a streetcar or a heart attack, 
Mr. Camacho would have been 
the favourite to take his place. 
As the government's peace en- 
voy to the rebels in Chiapas, he 
has won wide acclaim by giving 
voice to the rebels' complaints. 
Two weeks ago. opinion polls 
showed that if he bolted the 
PRI and ran for president as an 
independent, he would be the 
most popular contender. 

But Mr. Camacho is no 
favourite of the party faithful. 
When the peace envoy tried to 
join the wake at PRI head- 
quarters . staff members and 
party stalwarts accosted him, 
chanting. “Colosio, si ■ 
Camacho no!” 

Nobody knows what moti- 
vated Mr. Colosio's assassin. 
But when facts are absent, 
what the people believe 
counts. A poll published in the 
Mexico City daily Refbrma in- 
dicated that around 80 per cent 
of respondents had leapt to the 
conclusion that the killing was 
part of a conspiracy. Mr. 
Camacho is a primary suspect. 
His career, inside or outside 
the PRI, may have hit a dead 
end. 

The shooting heralds the end 
of Mexico's modernising, 
neoliberal epoch, and possibly 
the demise of the PRI, unless it 
reinvents itself again. 

The party has presided over 
the presidency since 1929, in 
various ideological robes. It 
put on a neoliberal suit in 1982, 
when Mexico was bankrupted 
by an oil bust and Miguel tie la 


Madrid Hurtado became presi- 
dent. During his six-year term 
and the subsequent reign of his 
headstrong acolyte, Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari, the PRI 
removed the trade walls and 
safety nets that it had long ago 
raised to protect and pacify 
Mexico. 

The modernisation gambit 
climaxed last fall, when the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement became law. The 
strategy was mortally wounded 
on Jan. 1, when the Chiapas 
rebels came down from the 
hills, daring the peasantry to 
knock the government to its 
» knees. 

In politics, when something 
dies, something else — some- 
times the same entity in a 
different guise — takes its 
place. According to the Refor- 
ms poll, many Mexicans be- 
lieve that if the PRI did not 
order the Colosio shooting, he 
was killed by the criminals and 
revolutionaries who are greas- 
ing their guns everywhere. 
Mexicans have put up with the 
PRI's corruption for decades, 
but if it cannot control the 
desperados, they will have lit- 
tle use for it. 

Recently, when a wealthy 
financier, Alfredb Harp Helu, 
disappeared, federal author- 
ities revealed a recent wave of 
some 200 kidnappings of ran- 
chers and financial dons. Be- 
cause it wants to deny that 
revolutionary depredarons are 
becoming widespread, tie PRI 
— without any proof — • 
blamed a hypothetical band of 
mercenary thugs for the kid- 
nappings. Not many Mexicans 
are buying the line. 

There are other causes of 
discontent. In the last 12 years, 
as prices rose and wages stood 
still, the purchasing power of 
working-class Mexicans de- 
clined by 60 per cent. As if to 
dose an avenue of escape, in 
1992 the government cancelled 
the long-standing promise of 
acreage to anyone willing to 
put it under the plow. 

it also opened Mexico's 
. doors to competing goods — 
from com to communications 
satellites — from the United 


States, the medHJesorae power 
that Mexicans f ave held in low 
esteem since Sam Houston's 
day. • 

Although h s term is not 
■ over, Carlos S& linas has earned 
a berth iu hist ary as Mexico's 
third radical moderniser. The 
first two are giants of infamy. 
Not a single public monument 
stands in Me xico to Hernan 
Cortes, who conquered the 
country for jSpain. Porfirio 
Diaz, who paid off the coun- 
try’s 19th ceiitury debt, pres- 
ided over the /laying of railroad 
and electric lines and drove 
peasants off i heir lands, is re- 
viled as a di nator. 

Mexico is more like China or 
Iran than trie Italy that pro- 
NAFTA Americans take it to 
be. Modernisation — Wester- 
nisation — I has never been 
popular in I the Aztec home- 
land. 

“When you have the kind of 
breakdown in the traditional 
way of doing things that we’ve 
had under j Salinas, and you 
don't replace it with anything 
but your -own power, arro- 
gance, schemes and talents, 
you get into trouble,” the poli- 
tical scientist and writer Jorge 
Castaneda Isays. 

The party's victories — al- 
ways rife with fraud — at least 
held out dile illusion of demo- 
cracy and provided an orderly 
transfer of raver. But this year 
its victory c aim will run head- 
on into ainfned disbelief and 
charges of raud. The party's 
best known figures are not 
eligible to n n because the con- 
stitution req aires cabinet offic- 
ers to resigci six months before 
election day which is Aug. 21. 

Sixfyyear (ago or even six), 
the PRI wo- ild have resolved 
the constitutional pinch by 
hastily amei: ding the law, but 
those days ;a re gone. Anyway, 
the party’s eaders are identi- 
fied with policies that are 
rapidly fellii ig out of favour, 

Mr. Colei ao’s death is also 
unsettling t because assassina- 
tion of lead mg politicians has 
not been a specter in postre- 
volutionary Mexican life. The 
country’s list major political 
killing came in 1928, when 


President-elect Alvaro Obre- 
gon was gunned down. 

Mexican commoners don't 
shoot presidents. This is not 
because crazies are in short 
supply but because leaders 
have retained some of the re- 
verence once accorded to 
Aztec, gpdkings. For years, 
Mexicans have been disgrun- 
tled with the PRI's policies, 
but when El Presidente addres- 
ses them (even on television), 
the people take deep breaths, ■ 
awed by the pageantry and 
pomp. The bullets fired in Ti- 
juana pierced that reverence,' 
and the candidates are scared. 
At the start of the campaign, in 
displays of closeness to the 
people (conducted against a 
backdrop of popular infatua- 
tion with the hug-happy rebel 
leader. Sub-commander Mar- 
cos). ibey spurned the usual 
security squads. Now they are 
changing their minds. 

“We will maintain our reg- 
ime of freedom and constitu- 
tional order,” Mr. Salinas de- 
clared after Mr. Colosio's 
death. And President Bill Clin- 
ton, referring to Mexico, the 
PRI and undoubtedly NAF- 
TA, said, “fundamentally, 
they’re in good shape.” 

Both leaders are whistling in 
the dark. Mexico is headed for 
an epoCb as turbulent as 1968- 
1974, when terrorists kidnap- 
ped industrialists, . the police 
murdered dissidents and guer- 
rillas sniped at soldiers in the 
hills. 

For years, curious Amer- 
icans have asked Mexican 
friends when the revolution 
might resume. The appropriate 
response has been a wry “man- 
ana.” If Mexico is lucky, man- 
ana will come in August. 

But it won’t come peaceably 
unless Mexico's leaders can 
convince the public that the 
PRI can conduct an 
aboveboard — and, in Mexico, 
truly revolutionary — election 
campaign. 

The writer is author of “Con- 
versations With Moctezuma: 
Ancient Shadows Oner Mod- 
ern Life in Mexico.” This 
comment is reprinted from 
the New York Times. 


Hosokawa falls to r 

doubts over own record 

_ 1992 formed the Japan New. 


By Sebastian Moffett 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa shot to power by cam- 
paigning against corruption 
m Japanese politics, but his 
downfall was due to an inabil- 
ity to shake off allegations 
that he too had participated 
in shady deals. 

Mr. Hosokawa’s resigna- 
tion as prime minister on 
Friday followed four weeks 
of parliamentary paralysis as 
the opposition Liberal 
Democrats (LDP) held the 
national budget hostage to 
push demands that he come 
dean over deals he made in 
the 1980s. 

Instead of getting on with 
the job of pushing through 
the budget, he has spent 
much of the past few weeks 
parrying queries over his per- 
sonal finances from tenacious 
opposition lawmakers. 

Mr. Hosokawa insisted 100 
million yen ($980,000) he 
took in 1982 from Sagawa 
Kyubin, a trucking company 
involved in a 1992-93 money- 
and-mobsters payoff scandal, 
was a loan he had repaid by 
1991. 

Despite his denials, the 
LDP said it suspected the 
money was used illicitly to 
fond bis successful 1983 bid 
for election as governor of 
Kumamoto, in southern 
Japan. 

It demanded be produce 
receipts proving he repaid the 
money and that he allow a 
former financial aide to tes- 
tify in parliament on the 
affair. 

Mr. Hosokawa also came 
under attack for a 1986-1987 
transaction in shares of Nip- 
pon Telegrap h an d Tele- 
phone Corp (NTT) that he 
claimed was conducted by his 
late father-in-law. 

The problem snowballed to 
' such an extent that when he 
was reported a few days ago 
to have said in jest, and over 
drinks, that he wanted to 
resign, many people thought 
that despite his denials this 
was actually what he wanted 
to do. 

By Wednesday, the “joke” 
was headline news in most of 
Japan’s top dailies and the 
main item on television talk 
shows. 

The circumstances of Mr. 
Hosokawa’s resignation 
come as a supreme irony for a 
man who made his name in 
national politics by pledging 
to dean it up. 

After serving as Kumamo- 
to governor until 1990, mak- 
ing a name for himself as a 
maverick planner and refor- 
mer, he quit the LDP and in 


Party. .. ' 

He said he wanted to re- 
form a political system that, 
with the LDP monopolising ' 
national power for four de- 
cades, had developed into a., 
hot-bed of money politics. 

At first the political estab- 
lishment cave him a cool res ■ 
ception, but Mr. Hosokawa was’ 
able to capitalise on his 
pedigree as sdon of a re- 
nowned Samurai family, his .' 
reforming record in local 
politics and refreshingly ' 
clean, youthful image. Born 
In 1938, he was a generation' 1 
younger than the LDP lead- 
ership- 

His message won popular 
support and contributed to 
the LDP's losing a no-confi- 
dence motion last year after it 
reneged on promises to pass . 
bills outlawing political cor- 
ruption. 

In subsequent elections, 
his party came from nowhere 1 
to wrest 53 seats in the 5U- 
member lower house. The 
LDP lost its majority, and 
Mr. Hosokawa, with no ex- 
perience of national govern- 
ment, was chosen in August 
to lead an awkward coalition 
of conservatives, sodalists . 
and Buddhists. 

The electorate appeared to 
syippathisewith his struggle to 
pass electoral reforms in the 
teeth of LDP spoiling and 
resistance from coalition ele- 
ments to make any conces- 
sions. For a time, he basked 
in honeymoon poll ratings, of 
around. 70 per cent, a record 
for post-war Japan. 

Eventually, after being 
forced to compromise with 
the LDP, he passed a pack- 
age of watered-down reforms 
in January and seemed to be 
strengthening bis grip on 
power. 

Under opposition attack 
for his Sagawa dealings, 
however. Mr. Hosokawa's 
ratings began to melt awijy. 

As troubles piled up, Mr. 
Hosokawa had to spend 
much of his time scrapping in 
the domestic political arena.*' 
But he also drew attention 
abroad for a style that di- 
verged from Japan’s previous 
foreign policy. 

The LDP had established a 
pattern of backing down in 
battles with the United States 
over trade and other thorny 
bilateral issues. 

Mr. Hosokawa had estab- 
lished an early friendship 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, but relations soured in 
February when the two men 
failed to agree on a deal over 
reducing Japan’s enormous 
trade surplus with the United. 
States. 


Bosnia’s final battle 
could be waged soon 


By Dusan Stojanovic 

The Associated Press 

BELGRADE — The power- 
fill Serb onslaught on a Mus- 
lim enclave proclaimed a 
U.N. “safe area" could, iro- 
nically, hasten the end of the 
Bosnian war. 

After the battle for 
Gorazde. a besieged Muslim 
enclave in eastern Bosnia, 
both Serbs and Muslims may 
finally cOme to the unders- 
tanding that only negotia- 
tions and not military force 
can end two years of blood- 
shed. 

The Serb attack on 
Gorazde, which started in 
late March, was apparently 
prompted by a staunch Mus- 
lim opposition to accepting a 
painful reality on the grouhd- 
The heavily armed Serbs con- 
trol 72 per cent of the re- 
public. 

The Serb message was: If 
Muslims continuously reject 
as inadequate Serb offers to 
relinquish 16 per cent of their . 
nnlitery. gains, they will be 

land* !osin g even more 

The isolated pocket of 
yorazde was an easy tareer 
since the rapidly improvKg 

5fsurTsa.il 

nssssss*' 

Muslims, boosted hv a 
newly established federation 
with Croats in Bosnia had 

be,i eved thev 
could retake some of their 
lost temtory by miiit a i 
means instead of 

reportedly^aun. 
attacks on 
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.“If the Muslims do not 
immediately stop their offen- 
sive along all confrontation 
lines, we will order an all-out 
countoroffensive and thenjet ; 

!i! e Security Council help 
mem, Bosnian Serb leaden 
Radovan Karadzic warned 
rhuTsday.’ ... 

The Muslims, who are ■ 
seeking about 64 per cent of 
Bosnia for the federation, 
had counted on Western 
moral and Croat military sup- 
port for their campaign. Bui 
neither came. 

Instead, the West reacted 
with indifference, calling for 
more negotiations. The 
Croats, the weakest side in 
the war, proved incapable of 
altering the balance. 

The warring parties “ought 
to negotiate a peace and get it 
over with, and I hope they 
will,” U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said Monday. 

Even Lt. Gen. Michael 
Rose, the U.N. commander 
in Bosnia, downplayed the 
power of the Serbian offen- 
a _y e *. ca Jlinc it a limited 
attack, despite dramatic re- 
ports to the contrary by his 
? w nU.N. military observers 
m Gorazde. 

Using their overwhelming 
superiority in artillery and 
tanks, the Serbs penetrated 
? ee P mto the pocket, which is 
home to an estimated 65.000 
j^ople, many of them re- 
fugees who have flaw 



(the U.N.) seems to be 
saywg... I hope I don't see a 
serious situation develop,” 
commented one of the U.N. 
military observers in Gorazde 
m a radio report made avafl- 
U -N, sources who 

insisted on anonymity. 

iosinor wth J the Prospect of 
Gora ?de, the largest of 

ea«RrJ e £ iaiI1 - in 2 enc l aves ih. 

the Muslims 
conditionally accepted a Serb 

al SJ?jr neg ? tiatin S a Sener- 
ceasefire in the republic^ 
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Kurdish villagers 
form frail defence 
against guerrillas 
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By Sana Erdem 
Reuter 


DERINCE, Turkey — Tur- 
key has lavished guns and 
money on 56,000 Kurdish vil- 
lage guards, reluctant war- 
riors in a pitiless struggle with 
the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK). y 

Getting Kurds to take up 
government weapons against 
their guerrilla kin scores 
points for Ankara in the 
propaganda war with the 
PKK in the southeast. Bat 
their military value is debat- 
able. 

A score of state-paid local 
guards failed to prevent PKK 
raiders from killing 22 of 
their women and children in 
an attack on Deduce village, 
^nestled below two craggy 
"peaks, last October. 

Reporters taken to De- 
duce in a military helicopter 
late last month were told the 
men were at home when the 
rebels struck at night. 

“The guards just don’t use 
their guns. All that money 
and training goes to waste,” 
said Musa, one of 20 Turkish 
soldiers sent to protect De- 
rince's 200 people after the 
attack. 

More than 11,000 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since the PKK began its 
secessionist struggle in the 
southeast in 1984. 

Kurdish peasants may be- 
come village guards for the 
money or in response to 
pressure from the security 
forces or their own tribes. 

The monthly pay of around - 
4.5 million lira (S188) is such 
a powerful lure in the im- 
poverished region that men 
even enlist their toddler sons 
so the family can rake in 
extra cash. 

“You go into a village and 
see little kids running around 
with guns,” one soldier from 
Suit province said. 

Locals say some Kurdish 
\ formers, squeezed by both 
sides in the conflict, have to ( 
choose between becoming * 
guards or leaving their 
homes. Turkey denies 
iharges by human rights groups 
that its troops burn or forc- 
ibly evacuate recalcitrant vil- 
lages. 

“In practice . many guards 
are afraid to fight and hide 
behind their women,” Musa 
said, gesturing at Dermce’s 
Ragtag group of weather- 
worn, middle-aged men with 
assault rifles. 

Village guard Ismail 
Erdem, asked how he pro- 
tected his family, pointed his 
rifle to the sky and said: “We 
have AH ah.” 

Soldiers said women 


RJ to get 
capital boost 

; (Continued from page 1) 

KPMG Peat of London under 
.the supervision of a 
government-appointed tech- 
nical committee, is expected to 
recommend a modality for pri- 
vatising the airline while re- 
taining majority Jordanian 
• ownership. 

It was reported earlier that 
the consultants had submitted 
a draft report which was asked 
to be revised by the commit- 
tee. No detail was available of 
the report. 

However, it is believed that 
the government favours trans- 
forming the airline into an enti- 
ty wholly owned by the govern- 
ment as well as government 
agencies and some of its local 
creditors m the first phase. 

The second phase will in- 
volve inviting foreign capital of 
up to 49 per cent, according to 

a recommendation submitted 

6y an international firm which 
conducted a study two years 
ago. 

The study also recom- 
mended that the capital of the 
airline be raised to at least $100 
million. The latest move of the 
government meets that recom- 
mendation part way. 

The airline has 16 planes — 
four Airbus-310s, three 
Anbus-320s, five TriStars, two 
Boeing 727s and three Boeing 
707s. It is scheduled to take 
delivery of another Airbus-320 
in June. 

The airline has a good num- 
*ber of lucrative routes and it 
'has been registering good 
operational profits after a 
period of slackness during the 
late 1980s. Amman serves as a 
transit point for travellers from 
Europe and the U-S. to the Far 
-East, including Singapore. 
Malaysia, Thailand and In- 
donesia. 


gathering wood or working in 
the fields were easy prey for 
the PKK. Men let the women 
answer the door. 

Colonel Esref Hatipoglu. 
in charge of 100,000 gen- 
darmes in Diyarbakir pro- 
vince, said the guards were 
vital to match the PKK’s local 
knowledge and familiarity 
with the mountainous ter- 
rain. 

“Conscripts from places 
like Istanbul or Ankara don't 
know the villages, their cus- 
toms, the country,” Mr. 
Hatipoglu told reporters. 

He said low educational 
standards in the southeast 
made it harder to turn the 
unruly guards, some of whom 
speak only rudimentary Tur- 
kish, into an effective de- 
fence force. 

“Sometimes guards fight 
among themselves in blood 
feuds like cave men,” be 
said. “They are riot always 
easy to control. 

“Television programmes in 
Kurdish would help raise 
general knowledge and 
awareness and may reduce 
fighting.” he said. 

Turkey lifted a ban on 
spoken Kurdish in 1991, but 
education and broadcasting 
in Kurdish are still officially 
forbidden. 

Mr. Hatipoglu said the 
guards were a tangible show 
of backing for the state. 
“Some villages support the 
PKK. Local support is essen- 
tial. Whoever gets support 
wins the war,” he said. 

Derince guards voice loyal- 
ty to Turkey, but almost in 
the same breath complain bit- 
terly of the state’s shortcom- 
ings. “We have no water, no 
electricity. The g o v ernment 
has done nothing for us on 
this god-forsaken mountain,” 
said Mr. Erdem. 

Mr. Hatipoglu blamed the 
plight of Derince and other 
villages on the PKK rebels, 
saying they cut power and 
telephone lines and wrecked 
water supplies, bridges and 

noad-building machinery. 

Village guards are reviled 
by Kurdish nationalists as 
traitors, especially in pro- 
PKK strongholds such as the 
town of Cizre, where the 
guards danced, plaved- drums 
and waved Turkisn flags to 
mark the new year festival of 
Nowrouz on March 21. 

The PKK had told its sup- 
porters to stay at home to 
avoid bloody clashes of the 
kind that disrupted Nowrouz 
in 1992. when townsfolk 
staged Kurdish nationalist 
demonstrations. 



Armed policemen take positions with automatic rifles while Zulus take cover during a gun battle at ANC headquarters in Johannesburg (AFP photo) 

South Africa’s killing fields 

State of emergency fails to halt Natal violence 


By Judith Matloff 
Reuter' 

DURBAN. South Africa — 
The stare of emergency de- 
clared in South Africa's Zulu 
heartland has failed in its first 
week to curb violence tearing 
the region apart and there are 
too few troops to enforce it. 
violence monitors sav. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
imposed the state of 
emergency’ on Natal province 
and the adjoining Kwazulu 
homeland March 31 to quell 
unrest and ensure the coun- 
try's first all-race elections 
proceed as scheduled on 
April 26-28. 

But more than 1IU people 
have died in the region in the 
past week, over 20 since 
Tuesday in one of the most 


Israel rejects PLO call 


(Continued from page 1) 

tones was acceptable to the 
PLO. 

“What is the meaning of a 
prolonged closure?” Dr. Tibi 
replied. “The halt to the em- 
ployment of thousands of peo- 
ple, harm to the livelihood of 
thousands of families ... and 
therefore the direct result is 
damage to ail residents of the 
territories." 

Dr. Tibi, speaking in Heb- 
rew, called on Israel to find a 
way to maintain security for 
Israelis without harming 
Palestinians. 

“With all the understanding 
for security considerations, an 
answer must be found ro the 
harm caused to Palestinian re- 
sidents of the territories be- 
cause Israel is still responsible 
for the livelihood and suste- 
nance of the Palestinians," he 
said. . 

Chief PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Saturday that he 
feared more delays in the 
peace talks would lead to 
further violence and accused 


Israel of dragging out the pro- 
cess to force concessions. 

He spoke on the eve of the 
fresh round of talks that the 
Palestinians hope will lead by 
Wednesday to a final agree- 
ment oo withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho and the start of Palesti- 
nian self-rule. 

A deadline of April 13 was 
set in the accord signed by the 
PLO Israel last September for 
completing Israel’s troop with- 
drawal. 

Israeli officials, including 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
have said the deadline will not 
be met, like the initial Dec. 13 
target for starting Israel’s with- 
drawal. 

“Every time he talks about 
the dates not being sacred, he 
suggests Israel can hold on 
forever and we’re supposed to 
buckle under,” Dr. Shaath 
complained. 

Dr. Shaath also expressed 
concern that Mr. Rabin's tac- 
tics were more those of a 
general going to war than a 
prime minister trying to make 
peace. Mr. Rabin was Israel’s 
chief of staff in the 1967 war. 


Violence continues in Rwanda 

(Continued from page 1) chairman of the rebel com- 
mand, said they were fighting 
or who was organising the con- the hardline presidential 
voys. guard. 

The United Nations was also “We appeal to all Rwan- 
considering sending 1,500 dans to help fight this clique, 
reinforcements to the peackeep- including government soldiers 

ing force m Rwanda to evacu- who may want to join us,” 
ate foreigners, but long deli- Gen. Kagame said Saturday on 
berations would be likely be- rebel Radio Mwabura. 
fore they could be sent. A Another rebel commander, 
Security Council session was Theorgene Rudasingwa. said 
planned later Saturday. the Rwanda Patriotic Front 

Distant shelling could be was trying to advance on Kigali 
heard Saturday from the rebel to reinforce 600 rebels, mainly 
camp at Mulindi, 70 kilometres Tutsis, battling the Hutu guard 
north of the capital. A U.N. and government troops, 
observer, speaking on condi- The guard and the rebels 
tion of anonymity, said the were not involved in the selec- 
rebels were attacking On three tion of the new government, 
fronts. according to a U.N. statement 

General Paul Kagame, issued in New York. 


violent 24-hour periods in the 
region in four years of apar- 
theid reform. 

The seven-day death toll is 
more than a third of the 3UU 
deaths recorded in March, 
and the daily killings have 
risen sharply since- the 
emergency was declared. 

Violence monitors said the 
1.200 troops deployed on the 
ground were too few to police 
properly the lush hilly area 
and stop a virtual civil war 
between Zulu followers of 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC). 
which is expected to win the 
polls comfortably. and Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi's In- 
katha Freedom Party which is 
boycotting the elections. 

An electoral report issued 
on Tuesday said it would be 
impossible to hold free and 


when the West Bank and Gaza 
were seized. 

“He (Rabin) follows the phi- 
losophy that if you fight with 
someone, you want to weaken 
him,” Dr. Shaath said. “If 
you're making peace, the 
opposite is true. You want to 
strengthen your opponent so 
he can deliver." 

Dr. Shaath warned that 
further delays would lead to 
more violence by opponents of 
the peace process. 

“The longer the process 
drags on, the more it encour- 
ages extremists on both sides," 
he said. 

Dr. Shaath also revealed 
that PLO and Israeli nego- 
tiators agreed last week that 
9.000 policemen will be de- 
ployed in Gaza and Jericho. 

But he said the negotiators 
are still debating whether, 
6,500 or 7,000 will come from 
outside the two territories. 

The “outsiders" will be 
Palestinians drawn from PLO 
military units across the Arab 
World. Many already have 
undergone police training in 
Jordan and Egypt, and PLO 
sources say some will be 
allowed to return to Gaza and 


Fighting in Rwanda has left 
hundreds dead, including ab- 
out 20 priests and nans and 
dozens of aid workers. But 
Burundi was reported calm. 

Wounded and dead “can be 
counted by the thousands,” 
said Dr. Pierre Harze, a 
spokesman in Paris for the 
humanitarian organisation 
Doctors Without Borders. 
“There are a huge number of 
bodies in the street,” he said, 
citing staff members in Kigali. 

The savage fighting broke 
out Wednesday night. 

On Thursday Acting Prime 
Minister Agathe UwiHgiyama- 
na was reported dragged from 
a U.N. compound by members 
of the presidential guard and 
killed in from of U.N. work- 
ers, U.N. sources said. 

Ten Belgian peacekeepers 


fair elections in Kwazulu be- 
cause of the high level of 
political intolerance and in- 
timidation. 

Independent violence 
monitor Mary de Haas said 
the troop presence -was “bel- 
ter than nothing." 


offs and army raids with 
arrests. 

Independent violence 
monitors in the killing fields 
of Natal have long com- 
plained that the problem is 
not a lack of security force 
numbers, but a lack of effi- 


“(I)t would be impossible to hold free 
and fair elections in Kwazulu because of 
the high level of political intolerance and 
intimidation.” 


“But there just aren't 
enough troops to deal with 
the situation. It s too little, 
too late.” she added. 

Other monitors said that 
while it was reassuring to 
contact the South African de- 
fence force with reports of 
potential flashpoints, police 
often did not follow up tip- 


Jericbo with their families. 

Dr. Shaath said, however, 
that the two sides were still 
debating how large the initial 
contingent will be. 

“Israel has asked for 300, we 
are asking for the three batta- 
lions, or about 1,000,” Dr. 
Shaath said. “We’re still dis- 
cussing it.” 

He said there would be some 
“overlap" in deployment, with 
Palestinian police moving into 
areas at least a week before 
Israeli troops withdraw. 

“All these schedules will be 
triggered when we have a date 
for the signing,” Dr. Shaath 
said. “We don’t have a com- 
mitment yet.” 

He said that weaponry for 
the police had been agreed, 
but did not give details. And 
he said Israel has accepted “by 
and large" that the force will 
enter with some ceremony to 
make clear to the disillusioned 
residents that now Palestinian 
police would be protecting 
them. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee and a top aide to Mr. 
Arafat, arrived in Cairo this 
weekend and would act as a 
consultant to the Palestinian 
team, Dr. Shaath said. 


were tortured and killed, the 
commander of the Belgian 
U.N. peackeepers in Rwanda, 
Colonel Luc Marchal, told Bel- 
gian RTBF radio. An 11th 
body was unidentified but 
could be a peacekeeper, re- 
ports said. 

The U.N. soldiers were part 
of a 2,500-man peacekeeping 
force sent to administer an 
accord the Hutus reached with 
the Tutsis in August. The 
accord, under which U wiling- 
iyamana took office, has di- 
vided the Hutus. 

The U.N. Security Council 
president said the new govern- 
ment represents a range of 
political leaders from opposi- 
tion parties but no one in the 
new government came from 
the military. 


dent and impartial policing. 
In a graphic example of the 
apparent powerlessness of 
the security forces, dozens ot 
police and soldiers backed by 
armoured vehicles, helicop- 
ters and dogs looked on as 
1U.000 pro-lnkatha Zulus de- 
fied emergency regulations 
and marched with their “tra- 


ditional” weapons in north- 
ern Natal on Tuesday. 

Police said they had de- 
rided not to strip them of 
their spears, fighting sticks, 
machetes and knives. 

"There would have been a 
bloodbath if we had tried to 
disarm them. You can only 
imagine what would have 
happened." police spokes- 
woman Major Margaret Kru- 
ger told Reuters. 

Asked if this reflected 
poorly on the security forces' 
ability to enforce the’st3te of 
emergency, she nodded and 
said: "Yes. I guess it does." 

"This makes a mockery of 
the state of emergency.” said 
one international observer, 
as police gave up searching 
.the dozens of buses packed 
with marchers arriving at the 


northern Natal town of 
empangeni for the ultimately 
peaceful march. 

Police said they would 
gather evidence on march 
organisers, including senior 
Inkatha members. But it 
would be up to the attorney- 
general to lay charges of 
violations of the emergency- 
regulations banning the car- 
rying of weapons. 

Some violence monitors 
questioned whether there 
would in fact be a crackdown 
on Inkatha officials. 

Political analysts and moni- 
tors said lnkatlia's boycott of 
the elections contributed 
directly to the increase in 
violence. 

'inkatha is trying to en- 
force what they want through 
sheeT terror.”" said Mary de 
Haas. 
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-ATHENS (R) — European 
Union (EU) finance minsters, 
their economies still struggling 
Out of recession, Friday called 
. for lower interest rates to aid 
recovery but dodged any decj- 
; sion on their stretched curren- 
cy management system. 

At the midway point of an 
informal two-day session, they 
akn left over for another time 
decisions on how to fund job- 
creation schemes and invest- 
ments in cross-border road, 
rail and data networks. 

"There was gentle pressure 
on centra] bank governors to 
accelerate reductions in in- 
terest rates to promote growth 
• and cope with the economic 
__ • and social crisis." the chair- 
"" man, junior Greek economy 
minister Yannis Papantoniou. 
told a news conference. 
Greece currently holds the 
rotating EU presidency. 

* ■' The ministers shied away 
from making any early move to 
.reinstate the former narrow 
”, 4todnation bands of the Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism 
, (ERM) of the European Cur- 
rency System (EMS), the vehi- 
- .rde supposed to cany the union 
.to its angle currency goal. 

. "I regard it as rather unlike- 
ly that an early discussion on 
.i -ERM bands takes place,' 



:Pa 


Mr. 

itoniou said. 

, inomic Affairs Commis- 

.'Sioner Henning Christ- 
‘ophersen said that before any 
' 'move back to the former 2.25 
’ 'and six per cent bands from the 
‘ current 15 per cent, national 
" budgets and monetary policy 
had to be brought under con- 
trol. 

The shaky ERM came un- 
„ -stuck amid heavy currency spe- 
yfeotation last June and July and 
the bands were widened in 


Henning, Christophersen 
early Aug. 1. 

“if we want to move back to 
a narrow band we must have 
firmer ground under our feet," 
Mr. Christophersen said. 

Luxembourg Finance Minis- 
ter Jean-Claude Juncker 
agreed, but added that a deci- 
sion on what constituted a 
“normal' ERM band would 
have to be made this year. 

“We have to have this dis- 
cussion before the end of the 
year... by discussion I mean 
take a decision,'' he said. 

If the EU is to stand any 
chance of meeting its Jan. 1, 
1997 target for creation of a 
single EU currency, the minis- 
ters must decide by the end of 
this year what constitutes a 
“normal" fluctuation band 
within the ERM. 

Under the terms of the 
Maastricht treaty, a national 
currency must have been inside 
the "normal'* ERM band for at 
least two years in order to 
•qualify to join the single 
money. 


When finance ministers 
opened the ERM bands to plus 
or minus 15 per cent last Au- 
gust they declared the move to 
be temporary. 

However, monetary sources 
have said there is a general 
feeling that as the system is 
functioning well at the moment 
it would be inappropriate to 
start making any changes. 

A senior commission source 
hinted that when the time 
came to make a formal deci- 
sion. the ministers would prob- 
ably try to side-step the issue of 
band width and opt instead to 
highlight currency stability — 
even though (his might cause 
trouble with countries wanting 
to stick to the strict terms of 
the treaty. 

Mr. Papantoniou said that 
on the topic of cross-border 
road, rail and information net- 
works — a key item in a 
European Commission white 
paper on jobs and growth 
issued in December — the 
ministers failed to resolve dif- 
ferences on central funding. 

“We decided that to begin 
with we should identify die 
projects then find the neces- 
sary funds," he said. 

At issue is an eight billion 
($9 billion) European Curren- 
cy units (ECU) shortfall be- 
tween money available from 
the EU's annual budget and 
the European Investment 
Bank and die 20 billion ECUs 
($22.6 billion) a year identified 
in the white paper as being the 
amount necessary for pump- 
priming. 

The commission initially 
proposed funding the gap by 
issuing bonds on its own be- 
half, but backed off in the face 
of determined opposition by 
the ministers. 
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Japan 
pays less 
for more 
U AE oil 
In 1993 

DUBAI (R) — Japan’s crude 
oil imports from the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) rose by 
3.9 per cent in 1993 to about 
402 million barrels but it paid 
less than the previous year due 
to weaker oil prices, official 
figures showed Saturday. 

Figures by the Japan Exter- 
nal Trade Organisation (JET- 
RO) said due to a 10.4 per cent 
drop in average import prices 
in 1993, Japan paid $7.27 bil- 
lion for UAE oil compared to 
$7.75 it paid in 1992 for 387 
million bands. 

Japan imported 26.3 per 
cent of its total crude needs 
from the UAE, its main sup- 
plier. JETRO put the average 
price per barrel in 1993 at 
$18.1 compared to $20.2. 

World oil prices fell to five- 
year lows late last year and 
crude now sells at about 20 per 
cent lower than its price fast 
year. 

JETRO put total UAE- 
Japan trade in 1993 at $11.48 
billion, a decline of 7.9 per 
cent from the previous year. 
Total Japanese imports from 
the UAE also dropped in 1993 
to $8.95 billion from $9.74 
billion in 1992. 

UAE imports from Japan 
dropped by 7.1 per cent in 1993 
to $2.53 billion and JETRO 
attributed the fall in total trade 
to weaker oil prices, the rise of 
the yen by 14 per cent in 1993 
and a decrease in demand from 
Iran — a main UAE reexport 
market. 

Japan's export of video re- 
corders, sought after by the 
thousands of tourists from the 
former Soviet Union who flock 
to the Gulf Arab state in 
search of bargain prices, rose 
by 19.2 per cent in 1993 to 
$134.4 million. 

Janan’s car exports to the 


also dropped by 8.3 per 
993 to $493 million 


Japan 
UAE al 
cent in 1993 

while the number of passenger 
vehicles exported fell by 22.7 
per cent to .38,253 units. 


Libyan 
steps down 
from- AFS 

MANAMA (R) — Libyan 
banker Abdullah Saudi, who 
resigned from the helm of 
Arab Banking Corp BSC 
(ABC) because of Lockerbie 
sanctions, had also resigned as 
c h air m a n of Arab Financial 
Services Co. E.C. (AFS). 

The Bahrain-based AFS, 
owned by some 56 Arab banks 
and financial sendees, used to 
be the main issuer of travellers 
cheques in the Arab World 
until the sanctions struck. 

It now has a business in 
payment cards such as Visa, in 
wholesale banknote dealing 
and retail foreign exchange, 
among other activities. 

Mr. Saudi resigned following 
pressure from the U.S. Treas- 
ury's Office of Foreign Asset 
Control, which temporarily 
froze AFS’ U.S. assets on the 
grounds that it was Libyan — 
an assertion that was contested 
since Libya had only a minority 
stake. 

He told a news conference at 
ABC, which had the largest 
share in AFS of any bank, that 
the new acting chairman was 
Abdul Hadi Shayif, a top offi- 
cial at the Jeddah-based 
National Commercial Bank, 
AFS’s second largest share- 
holder. 



Money launderers taking 
millions out of U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AF) — Cri- 
minals who want to make their 
gains look legitimate are avoid- 
ing U.S. rules on cash transac- 
tions by increasingly taking 
their money overseas, a report 
has said. 

"Literally billions of dollars 
are now leaving our country 
every year to be put into the 
flow of commerce and re- 
turned to this country as laun- 
dered capital." said Senator 
Sam Nunn. 

Domestic financial institu- 
tions are required to tell the 
government of currency trans- 
actions involving $10,000 or 
more. 

"Money launderers are in- 
creasingly concerned by these 
strict reporting and disclosure 
requirements and are afraid of 
being caught by them," said 
Mr. Nun. He requested the 
study by the General Account- 


ing Office (GAO) Congress' 
investigative branch. 

By contrast, the GAO found 
that it’s fairly easy to smuggle 
currency — much of it the 
receipts from drug sales. 

“Tne nation has thousands 
of miles of unguarded borders; 
where ports to do exist, the 
inspection of outbound cargo 

and passengers is not given the 
same emphasis 'as inbound in- 
spection, the GAO wrote. 

Smugglers stow large 
amounts of cash in motor vehi- 
cles, air or ocean cargo ship- 
ments, including almost Soo 
milli on found in 26 sealed met- 
al containers at JFK Interna- 
tional Airport in New York: 

In addition, individuals have 
been stopped trying to board 
airplanes with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars hidden on 
their bodies. 

In 19§4, the president's 


Commission on Organised 
Crime said up to $15 bflUon of 
the estimated $50 billion to $75 
billion in illegal U.S. drug pro- 
ceeds was moving into interna- 
tional financial channels. As 
much as $5 billion — one-third 
of the $15 billion — was being 
taken out of the country as 
currency, the commission be- 
lieved. 

“Improved compliance by 
the banks with reporting re- 
quirements since then has 



statement. 

The report said the customs 
service is increasing its atten- 
tion to currency smuggling out 
of the country. It had seized 
about $171 milli on in currency 
being smuggled out from 1989 
through 1992, the report 
found. 


Russian central bank 
details memorandum to IMF 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
pledged in an economic policy 
statement to cut month-on- 
month inflation to seven per 
cent, keep interest rates under 
control and halt artificial rou- 
ble support, officials have said. 

The officials, quoted by Rus- 
sia’s economic news agency 
Prime, said Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and cen- 
tral bank chief Viktor Gerash- 
chenko would present the 
statement to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) soon. 

Russia is trying to convince 
the Washington-based IMF 
that it should release a $1.5 
billion loan earmarked for 
Moscow. 

In the document, the gov- 
ernment said its policy priority 
in 1994 would be lowering in- 
flation, which stood at 8.7 per 
cent a month in March. Defla- 
tionary policies would continue 
in 1995. 

The central bank, for its 
part, would ensure from April 
1 that its discount rate is not 
more than five percentage 
points below interbank market 
quotes, the officials told the 
agency. 

The policy, statement said 
central bank l&ans to the bank- 
ing sector would be priced: 
lower than its discount rate, 
which at present is 210 per 
cent. 

The bank would halt pre- 
ferential loans to state enter- 
prises, whose debts to each 
other have soared to 16 trillion 
roubles ($9 billion) in Russia's 
worsening non-payment crisis. 


When restructuring domes- 
tic debt, the government would 
refrain from tapping into cheap 
central bank funds. 

The document said the gov- 
ernment promised to limit the 
budget deficit in 1994 to 53.8 
trillion roubles ($30.4 billion), 
below a 62 trillion ($35 bil- 
lion)] deficit in a draft budget 
due to be debated by parlia- 
ment next month. 

Five per cent of the budget 
deficit would be financed 
through treasury bill issues. 

To finance spending, the 
government promised to re- 
frain from printing money. In- 
stead, it would make maximum 
use of foreign credits and pre- 
cious metals operations, the 
document said. 

The rouble, which has de- 
preciated against the dollar 
much more slowly than infla- 
tion due to central bank polic- 
ing, would no longer be sup- 
ported artificially, it added. 

Central bank officials were 
not immediately available for 
comment. 

The IMF has made the $1.5 
billion loan, delayed due to 
government failure to rein in 
spending, conditional on mea- 
sures..to‘ raise budget iucofne. 

Tbe>«filiKl, blinder* pressure 
from the United States and its 
allies to bail out Russia, gave 
the go-ahead for the loan last 
month after agreeing an econo- 
mic reform programme with 
Russia. 

The loan, which was 
approved during a visit to Mos- 
cow by IMF Managing Direc- 


Seminar focuses on N. Zealand 
dairy quality and innovation 


ONE HUNDRED delegates 
representing all Middle East- 
ern countries, including one 
from Jordan, have attended a 
two-day Recombining Seminar 
in Bahrain hosted by New Zea- 
land Milk Products (Middle 
East) known as NZMP. 

Targe tied at the NZMP’s 
industrial recombining custom- 
ers, and featuring the theme 
"New Ideas for Quality and 
Information," the seminar in- 
cluded speakers from New 
Zealand, Europe and the Mid- 
dle East. 


After an opening by New 
Zealand Ambassador Gordon 
Parkinson, Alistair Betts, 
General Manager, New Zea- 
land Dairy Board, set the tone 
for the seminar by providing an 
overview of the international 
dairy market. 

Speeches followed on Total 
Quality Management, Food 
Safety, Microbiological Trou- 
ble Shooting, Sensory Evalua- 
tion Skills, Innovations in Ice 
Cream Processing, Raw Mate- 
rial Handling and Innovations 
in Packaging Technology. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 10, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

The New Moon in Aries isn’t 
well aspected or focused and you 


may feel that your stamina is 
being taxed as the Moon squares 
Neptune later in the day. Don’t' 
spend any money foolishly now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Strengthen your philosophy of 
life so that the future becomes 
more satisfying. Make fascinat- 
ing new plans for the days ahead 
about a new idea. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Handle routine duties early in 
the day so you'll have time for 
recreation later. Handle com- 
munication matteis wisely and 
you will succeed. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Cooperate more with family 
members' and have increased 
harmony.- An intuitive promp- 
ting could be wrong at this time 

for you and family. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make sure you live 
according to your beliefs. Try to 
be of greater assistance to others 
and pin their goodwill when you 
need it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
line day to plan how to have 
more abundance in the days 
ahead. The evening is ideal for 
entertaining good friends in 
pleasant surroundings. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Concentrate your ener- 
gies on home affairs and post- 


pone outside activities for now. 
Express happiness with loved 
ones at home. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study the philosophy 
which can give you a fuller life. 
Plan how to stretch your finances 
so you have more security for 
you and your family. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t commit 
yourself to anything in the morn- 
ing and concentrate on ideas that 
could add to the present abund- 
ance of you and your loved ones. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You may arise 
in a strange mood but that soon 
passes. Attend services that can 
elevate your way of living for the 
future to come. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A fine day for plan- 
ning how to operate more effi- 
ciently in your line of endeavour. 
Discuss the future with family 
members and get their opinion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Plan a sensible 
course of action for the coming 
week. Concentrate on how to 
have added income in the days 
ahead for all which are around 
you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Plan carefully how to gain 
your most cherished aims. Snow 
more devotion for loved one and 
express happiness together for 
being together. 


tor Michel Camdessus, was 
seen as an important vote of 
confidence in the policies of 
the Russian government and 
its ability to restrain inflation. 

It would* also pave the way 
for discussions on a 4.1 billion 
standby loan for Russia. This is 
not expected to be considered 
until the second half of this 
year. 

Meanwhile, a new Russian 
law on oil and gas, which has 
taken about three years to 
draft but is vital for attracting 
foreign investment, could be 
approved by parliament in 
May, the fuel and energy 
ministry has said. 

“A decision has been taken 
to complete work on the draft 
law on oil and gas and submit it 
to the state Duma (lower 
chamber of parliament) no la- 
ter than the third week in 
April... the law could finally be 
adopted in May," the minis- 
try’s Infotek Information Ser- 
vice said. 

Foreign oil companies have 
been reluctant to plunge large 
amounts of cash into potential- 
ly lucrative oil projects in Rus- 
sia because of political, econo- 
mic and legislative uncertainty. 


Political 
strife hits 1 
Mexico 
economy 

GUADALAJRA. Mexico (R) - 
Mexican Finance Minister Ped- 
ro Aspe said Friday his coun- 
try’s economy has been 
affected by the political vio- 
lence of recent months, but 
that he expected the effects to 
be shortlived. 

Mr. Aspe said the primary, 
effect lias been a rise in interest - 
rates, but it was too early to 
know if the rates would stay up 
long enough to hurt economic 
growth. 

He said rising rates reflect 
concern in the financial mar- 
kets about a peasant uprising 
that broke out new year’s day 
in the southern state of 
Chiapas and the assassination 
last month of ruling party pres- 
idential candidate Luis Donald-, 
do Colosio. * 

“We have to recognise that 
the (economic) recuperation 
that was underway has been 
affected," Mr. Aspe said in a 
speech to the Congress of the 
Americas conference here. 

“I would not take the cur- 
rent interest rates as 'perma- 
nent. but as transitory and in 
this sense I don’t think they will 
affect the recuperation in a 
fundamental way," he said. 

“The truth is that it is too 
early to know," he added. 

Interest rates for Mexico’s 
benchmark 28-day treasury 
bills have risen around five 
percentage points in recent 
weeks to 14 per cent. 

Mr. Aspe said Mexico’s eco- 
nomy, which was stagnant for 
much of 1993, began growing 
again after the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Agreement 
linking the economies of Mex- 
ico, Canada and the United 
States was approved last 
November. 

He said the government is, 
for now, standing by its goal of 
economic growth of three per 
cent and five per cent inflation 
for 1994. 

He also vowed that “in 1994 
there will be no budget deficit"# 
and that the government will' 
continue with its cun-ent fiscal 
and monetary policies. 

“In Mexico there is no room 
to return to the policies of the 
past," he said!’ ' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

10 by Hwtri Arnold and Mike Aighten 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the rirded letters, to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


nunmn] 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumWesr ENSUE PEACE ATTACH VICUNA 

Answer What the crotchety doctor lacked — 
’PATIENTS’ 


[THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
1 Ninny 
4 Steak — 

11 Bsc. unit 

14 Wind dr. 

15 Weaponless - 
IB — soup (dense 

log) 

17 Author/author 

20 Cupid 

21 Prevent in law 

22 Teheran’s 
country 

23 Kind of tag 

24 Alencon. for one 

25 Oehrtng 
29 Burned 

32 RoBe or Wffliams 

33 Perchenan and 


34 A 

35 Actor Vigode 

36 Bisected 
39 Dtaptece, in 

England 

43 Creator of 
Tanutta 

44 Certain sods 

46 Ivy Leaguers 

47 Great party 

48 Cambodian' 
money 

49 Extinct treaty 
org. 

54 Water: Sp. 

55 Aetor/actor 

58 Native: euff. 

59 Laughed m 
contempt 

60 Shoe width 

61 Road map abbr. 

62 Dinner course 

63 Draft gp. 

DOWN 

1 Demure 

2 From now on 

3 Jaialol batts 

4 Cask 

5 Feed the kitty 

6 Stataum sounds 

7 Hamtmtonian 
gait 

8 BUBats 

9 amain by otton 
1 0 Ames and Aaner 
>1 "I tov» — “ 



gHBB. T— 

12 Threatens 

13 Criticized 
harshly 
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^Mretums to Jordan I Kuwait bank assets fall 6% 


* e Dutdl KLM have 

iorfS over KLM ’ S retn ™ “ ■!“ 

** "W- « *>« h. 

HotelT S,^ eral “ b S' d lastW«hiMday at Forte Grand 

political «3S!S?* 7*“* s . toons® ® Europe in view of the 
POuuraJ stability and sccunty prevalent in Jordan as weD as its 

®stoncal and touristic attractions. 


Ti«» umnsac anracuons. 

stressed the need to invest in the prospects of 
raevmg peace ra the region in tourism fields and called for 

Wicularly for those visitors coming from Norway, Sweden 
soother European countries. 

The officials said they expected KLM to make large profits 
P®f* y^< when it had expanded its operations and Its 
market, reduced expenditures and tangibly increased produc- 
oon, thus rcapmg benefrts and achieving goals while at the 
s^roctune maintaining the good quality of services. 

They also welcomed attracting European tourists to Jordan, 
notmg that they would call on Dutch companies to contribute 
to establishing touristic infrastructure and facilities in Jordan 
to bring tourists to the Kingdom. 

Noting that the number of travellers aboard KLM aircraft 
has reached between 10 and 11 million on various interna tion- 
al destinations, they said that KLM’S services go beyond 
reserving tickets as the air carrier continues to ensure the 
comfort of its passengers till they reach their final destination. 


6*017 0 / 663170 
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KUWAIT (R) — Combined 
assets of Kuwaiti banks fell 6.7 
per cent in 1993, official figures 
have showed. 

The combined balance sheet 
of the nine co m mercial and 
specialised banks was 8.535 bil- 
lion dinars (S28.7 billion) at 
the end of December 1993 
compared to 9.151 biffion di- 
nars (S30.8 billion) at the end 
of December 1992, a central 
bank monthly bulletin showed. 

Economists say the main 
cause of the fall was the with- 
drawal by the central bank of 
around 1.3 billion dinars (£437 
bQlion) in cheap funds as part 
Of reforms aimed at weaning 
the banks off state support and 
bringing them up to interna- 
tional standards. 

The central bank carnal out 
die withdrawals in May and 
September by amortising some 
of the banks’ holdings of gov- 
ernment bonds. 


The bonds were issued in 
1992 in return for the bank's 
portfolios of bad debt m the 
first stage of a settlement of a 
problem that has cast a pall 
over the economy for a de- 
cade. 

The debts stem from the 
1982 crash of an informal stock 
exchange and losses worsened 
by Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation. 

The state provided the banks 
with funds at zero interest in 
1986 u> help them survive the 
1982 crash which brought some 
of them to the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. 

The state provided the banks 
with anothr series of funds at 
low rates of interest in 1991 to 
help them over difficulties 
caused by economic damage 
wrought by Iraq’s occupation. 

The bulletin showed local 
investments fell 16.6 per cent 
to 5.417 billion (S18.2 billion), 
net foreign assets rose eight 


Algeria devalues dinar 
by 40 per cent 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria de- 
valued the dinar by 40.17 per 
cent effective Sunday, the 
Algerian Central Bank said on 
Saturday. 

The announcement, carried 
by Algeria’s APS news agency 
monitored in Tunis, said the 
Central Bank set a rate of 36 
dinars to the dollar against 
25.41 dinars, the last recorded 
trade. 

“The monetary and credit 
council, which agreed this me- 
asure, indicates that the move 
was taken in fine with the 


national economic programme 
Launched by the Algerian au- 
thorities,” the statement said. 

The devaluation bad been 
expected following conclusion 
of talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a 
stand by loan. 

Algerian officials have said 
they plan to sign a letter of 
intention with the IMF for a 
£800 million loan. One key 
issue has been over bow much 
to devalue the dinar. The two 
sides were said to have reached 
a compromise agreement. 


per cent to 1.55 billion ($5-2 
billion) dinars, cash and cash 
items rose 23 per cent to 54 
million (S18I million). 

Balances with the central 
bank fell 14 per cent to 15.9 
million dinars (S53.5 million), 
credit facilities to residents 
rose 15.6 per cent to 905 mil- 
lion dinars ($3.04 billion). 
Other assets rose 57 per centto 
589 million dinars (SI. 98 bil- 
lion). 

On the liabilities side, fore- 
ign liabilities fell 8.4 per cent to 
533 million dinars (SI .79 bil- 
lion), and other liabilities fell 
36 per cent to 1.467 billion 
(S4.93 billion). 

Own funds rose one per cent 
to 952 million dinars (S3.2 bil- 
lion), private sector deposits 
rose 6.5 per cent to 5.37 billion 
dinars ($18 billion). Govern- 
ment deposits fell 25 per cent 
to 212 million dinars (S713 
million). 


Iraq wants stronger ties; 
with ex-Soviet republics 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
most influential newspaper cal- 
led Saturday for greater econo- 
mic ties with CIS countries and 
said Iraq was willing to consid- 
er selling them crude oil once a 
U.N. embargo is lifted. 

“This political and diploma- 
tic move towards the newly* 
independent states of the for- 
mer Soviet Union has been and 
still is an important and re- 
quired issue,” Babel newspap- 
er said. 

Babel, which is published by 
Presidenc Saddam Hussein’s 
eldest son Uday, added: “In 
addition there are the consid- 
erations of the Islamic ties be- 
tween Iraq and tbe new Islamic 
states in Central Asia." 

The newspaper said Iraq 


could offer to meet ail the oil 
requirements of the Ukraine. 
A similar accord could be 
struck with other CIS coun- 
tries. 

Iraqi crude oil exports re- 
main banned under a United 
Nations embargo imposed af- 
ter Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The newspaper said that re- 
cent discussions between Iraq 
and foreign oil companies 
showed that it could negotiate 
quite legitimately with these 
countries. 

Last month, the official Iraqi 
new s agency INA said the Iraqi 
oil minister had concluded 
deals with French oil com- 
panies that would be activated 
once the U.N. sanctions 


against Iraq were eased- or 
lifted. . ' 

It quoted Iraq’s Oil Minister 
Safa Hadi Jawad as saying that 
major U.S.. British, Brazilian. 
Canadian and Spanish oil com- 
panies had expressed willing 
ness to negotiate similar agree- 
ments. 

Mr. Jawad said that Irdq's 
oil output was now 55U.00Q to 
600.000 barrels per day, adding 
that it was developing pre- 
viously known but untapped 
oilfields in central and western 
areas of the country. 

Before the U.N. embargo. 
Iraq was producing 3.25 mil- 
lion barrels per day (b/d)] of 
crude oil of which 2.75 Miteon 
b/d were for export. « 


Opposition-led strike to threaten investment 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
Finance Minister Saifur Rah- 
man branded an opposition-led 
genera] strike called for Sun- 
day as a “suicidal move” 
against the country’s efforts to 
woo foreign and local invest- 
ments. 

“We will simply be bogged 
down... No foreign investors 
will come here. Local investors 
will also become suspicious ab- 
out the investment climate,” 
he said in a statement pub- 
lished in newspapers on Satur- 
day. 

“This is a suicidal move to 
destroy the country’s eco- 
nomy.” 


Mr. Ahmed urged the 
opposition to call off the strike 
in the national interest but 
strike organisers refused, 
saying the government has left 
them no alternative. 

Two of Bangladesh’s main 
opposition parties, tbe Awami 
League led by Sheikh Hasina 
and the Jatiya Party of former 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad, called for tire full-day 
strike to protest against the 
death of three people at an 
anti-govemmer/i demonstra- 
tion in the capital on Thursday. 

Police denied opposition 
allegations they fired on some 
15,000 league activists during a 


protest outside the government 
secretariat and said the three 
deaths occurred in fighting be- 
tween rival political activists. 

About 60 people were also 
treated in hospitals, many for 
bullet wounds. 

The league, tacitly backed 
by its former rival Jatiya Party, 
scheduled Sunday’s strike to 
disrupt the laying of the found- 
ation for the country's biggest 
bridge, which is heavily funded 
by overseas donors. 

Mr. Rahman said tbe prop- 
osed strike might prevent 
donors' representatives from 
attending a ceremony at the 


bridge site far to the north of 
Dhaka. ! 

Government officials said 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia would fly to the 
site in a helicopter. Com- 
munications Minister Oli 
Ahmed said tbe government 
would go ahead with (he 
foundation laying ceremony; of 
the S700 million bridgi oyer 
the River Jamuna to link (he 
capital to northern district! 

The World Bank. Asian De- 
velopment Bank and Japan 
will each provide Bangladesh 
with $200 million towards the 
bridge’s cost. ■ 
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In co-opcndon with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


UJE. Dollar in I n f « nati onal Markets 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PhCKMG.JUR FREIGHT 

FORWUIDMG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AMO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


AftJiN 


KA WAR & SONS 

60*676 6Q4696 ^ 
. p.o aox 7806 



FOR RENTS- SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 8 ^ 0605 / 810609 / 810520 f 
. Fax: 810520 
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Rjozena Inn 
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Tbs Ffest dan HoM in 
Amman tint bat a « ' 
Kitchenette In every room_! 
~ “Satellite T.V. Reception" 


Amman - TeL 668193 •- 
P.0Bax 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriatatjnd 


/ CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbeque for 
- Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 


® Superior Hole! Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks (g 

©Open Noons _ 

& Evenings . 


r m 

RESTAURANT 


Re;il Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open lor Lunch & 
Dinner f« days 
a w eek 


^UMIVUZE 

‘ofiOR-xs pug 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


Jnd-Cirrlc - Jabal Amman 
opp. Frmchlnar 

Tel. 653482 Jzu 


.Sweiftyeh. 

816690 

W^Fbt .O.Tel 
‘ Serviced Sides In 
Grand Hotel Style 1 * 




The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TaktiwaybwailaUt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639968 


inter^rti 

/s- 4 

* 


>PE\' D.UI.Y 

I K ’Noon to .midnichtl 
Kaf 

Em 

I 

SOI K l MM l THAIS, \ 
AMMAN TKI.. SI 5987 


LUNCHES 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

state 30% Merger 

* Free enlarge* 
meat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMp^ALS ; 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCK 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE! 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS : 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDE^ 

’. AMMAN - JORDAN ^ 


THE 

ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From MS PM. to 3*0 AJA 
Tuesday doted 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle But Hotel - Sh ffteffpri 


# 

SZEEHWAN GARDENS 
BHINESE RESTAQRftNT 
Typical CUxmm Foods 
SIdBed Otfawsa Chefs 

Take away Is available 

Shat AMrab Strvel 
Ltn Uthmtah Carrmmai Centra 

Tel.: 861174 

•face Tasted Always ixtcd . 


DciJltiuranl & Tapas. 
r / r a - C>-. : 

Jrivl Amman. 3rd circle: 
Tel 61 50 ol 


AVIS 


Wc try harder. 



Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 

Prn/essiotuf Technicians 



Phone 60167] 


S3 Electrolux 


IS 699-420 
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NowTri^Tkc 
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TfCdox* Way ’ 
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0.1923 
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0. 266 5 

0.3245 

C>prin 4 Pnpnd 
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La vie Bemitu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing /lad Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 

Make-Up. 

We me the best French Cometke 


fern and aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Um Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 




FOR RENT 


DefaxeWfo$antf/4paMs'- 

in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 
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2 -.1 — -Il * •*- * 1 1 

AirtneTtctete, Hotel ResetvaSorfs 
Groups Discount prices 

Jjlfll CiXfj 


667171 exf.223 
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MAW OFFICE AL- FUHES 
TaL: 7208S7- Fax: 720887 
BRANCH: AL- ASDALil 
TbL: 619551/2/3- Fax:6195S3 
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o Choose 
iosokawa 


iuccessor 
n a week 


DKYO (R) — Japan's ruling 
lalitiort, struggling to contain 
deepening division within its 
nks, decided Saturday to 
ve itself seven days to choose 
successor to outgoing Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa. 
“We have agreed in prind- 
e to farm a new government 
r the . end of next week," 
jcialist Party Secretary- 
eneral Wataru Kubo told a 
;ws conference after the 
ght-member coalition met. 
Mr. Hosokawa stays on as 
ireraker until parliament 
ects a new prime minister, 


>w likely to take place by 
:xt Saturday. Mr. Kubo said 
e coalition aimed to re-open 
irliamentary debate on the 
ng-stailed state budget for 
*94/95 ;by April 18. 

The opposition Liberal 
emocratic Party (LDP) said 
was lifting a four-week par- 
i men tar y boycott it bad 
aged to put pressure on Mr. 
osokawa. 


A spokesman for one of the 
alition parties. Hajime 
mada, predicted the new 
vcrnment would be tran- 
ional. 

“Given the time allowed to 
, the new government wiO 
it be a full-fledged one and 
any cabinet members will 
obably retain their posts,” 
r. Funada said. 

Mr. Hosokawa did not 
tend Saturday's meeting, 
nnoundng his resignation 
iday, be said it would be 
iprudent for him to name a 
ccessor or take part m coali- 
>n discussions. 


The resignation of Mr. 
asokawa, Japan's self-proc- 
imed “Mr Clean", threw 
rfional politics into ferment. 
..Parties scrambled to find 
fssible partners for what 
(O arises to be a complex pro- 
jss of political realignment. 
The conservative LDP’s loss 
; power last year after 38 
iars of rule gave birth to three 
r -w parties that formed the 
ire of ; Mr. Hosokawa 's coati- 
P“- « 

.But to ensure a maj ority 
-ey had to co-opt other cen- 
parties and, above all, file 
Jtist-dominated Socialists 
£o had been in opposition for 
f years. 

{In the eight months of Mr. 
josokawa’s rule, only a hatred 
■ the LDP’s okl corrupt ways 
fcpt the alliance together, 
i Ironically for an avowed 
iiti-corniption campaigner, it 
<as Mir. Hosokawa’s own 
fltady personal finances that 
naliy brought him low. He 
pld a Friday news conference 
e was quitting because be felt 
fcsponsiblc for a parliamentary 
feadlocjc sparked by a shady 
Kin affair which blocked pas- 
age of^ the national budget, 
i Mr. Hosokawa said he had 
fiscoyered there were legal, 
Questions on his personal fond 
sianageinem but refused to re- 
ieal details. 

1 NHK; Television said Satur- 
ray the fund management 
ealt with about 80 million yen 
35761,000 at 1994 rates) he 
p vested with an illegal loan 
Hiark fdf a few years starting in 
981. * 


\ Beforfc going into Saturday’s 
= Dalitioi) meeting, Ymdri Idri- 
r awa of the Buddhist-backed 


arty Komeito said the alliance 
Sust fiist agree on a set of 


^jndamhntal policies before 


^boosing Mr. Hosokawa's suc- 
c essor. ; 

: “Without a policy agree- 
ment, it! is impossible to keep 
Tie current framework,” Mr. 
f:hikawa, representing the 
C i&in$tnsam within the coali- 

on, told NHK. 
f “We piust allow for policy 
!] inferences within any coali- 
Lon,” reported Mr. Kubo. 

* . The remarks of the two men 
' nderiufcd the growing split 
„ athin the coalition that first 


* ame inib the open in February 
“/hen !Mr . Hosokawa 


.fusil 

..nnountjed a plan for a new 
■ alue-added tax, which he was 
iter forced to scrap. 


0 Mr. Ichikawa said issues at 
fi ake within the coalition fe- 
uded two huge foreign policy 
J roblems; How to resolve a 
f itter U.S. trade dispute, and 
!* hat to do if the United Na- 
il ons slaps economic sanctions 
* n North Korea in an escalat- 
ig row over its suspected nuc- 


L jar weapons programme. 

: Mr. Ichikawa openly chal- 
I >nged the Socialists, who have 
" lose ties with North Korea's 
: sadership, to clarify their 
ance. 

* “We have no problems with 
7 iat. In fact, we are ideally 
laced to deal with the issue.” 
fr. Kubo said. 


S. African leaders fail to 


end constitutional row 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Zulu nationalist leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi said Satur- 
day his “incensed" followers 
would fight for autonomy, 
making dear he had been un- 
able to reach agreement with 
the government and the ANC 
during talks the day before. 

“Although we don’t have an 
army or security forces... the 
people themselves here are our 
last line of defence, because 
the people themselves are in- 
censed by what is being done 
to them,” Mr. Buthelezi told 
reporters in Ulundi. capital of 
the Kwazulu black homeland 
he leads, during a break in 
meetings with his Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP). 

Mr. Buthelezi was briefing 
the party's Central Committee ' 
on talks he held Friday with 
African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Nelson Mande- ’ 
la. President F.W. De Klerk 
and Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini. 


Mr. Mandela and Mr. De 
Klerk failed to persuade the 
Zulu nationalist leaders to join 
the April 26-28 election, the 
first in South Africa to include 
the black majority. The parties 
did agree to call in internation- 
al mediators and proposed 
another meeting next week in a 
bid to settle differences before 
the vote, just three weeks 
away. 

In a statement Friday, the 
ANC said it had been “reliably 
informed” that Mr. Mandela 
and top aides Thabo Mbeki 
and Cyril Ramaphosa were the 
targets of an assassination plot. 
It also said Inkatha members 
were stockpiling arms in the 
Johannesburg area and would 


try to disrupt weekend rallies 
marking the death of Chris 
Hani. an ANC and Communist 
Party leader who was shot by 
white rightists last April 10. 

“Any attempts to disrupt 
our activities commemorating 
the life and work of comrade 
Chris Hani will be dealt with 
firmly,” the ANC said. "We 
shall not allow the spoilers and 
wreckers to destroy South 
Africa's chances for free and 
fair elections." 

At least 11,000 blacks have 
died in political violence in the 
last three years, most of them 
in clashes linked to the ANC- 
Inkatha war. Bloodshed be- 
tween supporters and oppo- 
nents of the elections has ex- 
acerbated ANC-Inkatha. rival- 
ries and threatens to disrupt 
the polling. 

Friday's unprecedented 
four-man summit was seen as a 
last chance to curb violence 
between Zulu supporters of 
the ANC and Inkatha, particu- 
larly in the eastern Natal pro- 
vince, Inkatha's stronghold. 

Mr. Mandela, campaigning 
Saturday in northern South 
Africa, said the ANC had 
offered King Goodwill status 
similar to that of British 
monarchs. 

“I am sorry His Majesty did 
not accept my offer. I had 
thought he would,” Mr. Man- 
dela said. “We will continue 
prevailing upon him to accept 
the honour we are prepared to 
give him.” 

But the proposal fell well 
short of Zulu demands for a 
sovereign homeland, and King 
Goodwill said he had not 
changed his mind about 
boycotting the vote. 

Mr. De Klerk, campaigning 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shuttle launched on second attempt 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (R) — The space shuttle En- 
deavour lifted off from Florida one minute after sunrise 
Saturday with six NASA astronauts who will use radar to map 
some of the most environmentally delicate spots on Earth. 
Delayed two days — - one for an engine inspection, one for bad 
weather. Endeavour rocketed away from the Kennedy Space 
Centre at 7:05 a.m. edt (1105 GMT) and climbed a pillar of 
smoke and flame into an orbit 138 miles (222 km) high. From 
that vantage point, five men and a woman intend to spend nine 


and-ptKsibly 10 days observing their home planet with cameras 
anil x powerful set of radar eves that can see through clouds. 


and x powerful set of radar eyes that can see through clouds, 
trec£ ice, «nd diy s^nd to gauge the health of the environment 
In addition to die crew. Endeavour is carrying $384 million 
worth of sophisticated radar equipment, an $8 million air 
pollution monitor. 14 cameras and hundreds of rolls of film 
and videotape. The purpose of the 62nd shuttle mission is to 
see how the space radar laboratory works and determine 
whether it could be mounted on satellites for non-stop Earth 
observations in the future. 


2 dead in Sri Lanka blasts 


COLOMBO (AP) — Four separate bomb explosions, three of 
them in city hotels, killed at least two people and injured six 
others late Friday. Two of the explosions were in toilets of two 
five-star hotels — the Marriot and the Taj Samudara — in the 
city centre, causing slight damage but no injuries, a police 
official said Saturday, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
Parts of the entrance of the Hotel Sapphire were damaged by 
another bomb which was placed in a bar toilet. Five people, 
including two hotel employees, were injured in that explosion. 
The two killed were believed to be carrying the explosives, 
which went off accidentally on a railroad track at Mount 
Lavina. police said. A third man was also injured in the blast. 
The explosion at the railroad track was so severe that the limbs 
of the victims were scattered over 50 metres (165 feet). Mount 
Lavina is about 15 kilometre* (9 miles) south of die dty centre. 
Police said it was not immediately known who was responsible 
for the explosions, which occurred in the three hours before 
midnight Friday. 


Russian soldier held after killing 4 


MOSCOW (R) — A member of the Russian counter- 
intelligence service was captured after he shot dead four 
people Saturday and took four more hostage, Interfax News 
Agency said. The dramatic incident, which further highlights 
discipline problems in Russia's armed forces, took place near 
the northern port of Murmansk. It erupted in the early hours 
when Dmitry Pulkin stole two Kalashnikov assaulr rifles and 
sprayed his barracks with gunfire, killing one sailor and 
wounding four more. He then commandeered a jeep and 
headed for the local village, killing along the way an officer, a 
soldier and the driver of a fire engine who all tried to stop him. 
Mr. Pnikin seized four hostages in the village and demanded 
vodka and cigarettes from negotiators sent to talk to him. He 
was captured after the hostages overpowered him. Meanwhile, 
Russian Information Agency said a 32-year-old Border 
Guards officer had blown himself up near the mayor’s office in 
St. Petersburg because he had failed to get an apartment for 
his family. Major Vasily Suvorov, whose wife and two children 
were living in barracks, killed himself Thursday by setting off 
two detonators. 


Groups slam Clinton on Haiti 


NEW YORK (R) — ■ Two human rights groups charged the 
Clinton administration with a failed policy on Haiti that has 
led to a “human rights disaster” and called on the president to 
dramatically change course. Human Rights Watch/Americas 
and the National Coalition For Haitian Refugees charged in a 
52-page report that the president’s special envoy on Haiti, 
Lawrence Pezzullo. has made constant concessions to the 
country's military rulers while undercutting ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. They said the administration's policy 
has "tarnished Clinton's presidency” and led to a “political 
stalemate (that) has strengthened the army's hold on Haiti and 
prolonged its reign of terror.” The report called on Mr. 
Ointon to drop Mr. Pezzullo and appoint a new special envoy 
to signal a change in policy and to halt its forcible repatriation 
of Haitian boat people. “Forcibly repatriating fleeing Hai- 
tians, without regard to their legitimate claims for asylum, 
violates internationally recognised principles of refugee pro- 
tection,” the report said. It also said that the Clinton 
administration, while more active than previous administra- 
tions in pushing for restoration of democracy in Haiti, "has 
failed to make respect for human rights a central component in 
its policy." 


in central South Africa, 
seemed resigned to a Zulu 
nationalist boycott 

“They are getting thinner 
and thinner because they won't 
eat,” Mr. De Klerk said of 
Inkatha. “Political party food 
is to participate in elections 
and get votes. But Inkatha 
does not want votes and won't 
participate." 

King Goodwill and Mr. 
Buthelezi oppose the ejections, 
fearing that an expected ANC 
victory will trample Zulu cul- 
ture. The ANC plans to abol- 
ish ethnic homelands such as 
the Kwazulu region within 
Natal. 

Agreement on the Zulu 
king's status is considered key 
to the summit's success be- 
cause most of the nation’s 7.5 
million Zulus consider him 
their paramount leader. 

If the king accepted a cere- 
monial role, that could per- 
suade Mr. Buthelezi to back 
down on his demand for an 
independent monarchy, raising 
the possibility of peaceful vot- 
ing in Natal. 

Rivalry between the ANC 
and Zulu nationalists has 
sparked fierce fighting across 
the country, but particularly in 
Natal. 

Police in Natal said Saturday 
that 16 people died in political 
violence in Natal Thursday and 
Friday, bringing to 134 the 
number killed in bitter feuds 
since a state of emergency was 
declared in the' province on 
March 31. 

The summit was called after 
a Zulu march through down- 
town Johannesburg sparked 
street battles on March 28 that 
killed at least 53 people, most 
of them Zulus. 


IRA truce 

ends 

violently 


BELFAST (R) — The IRA 
attacked a Belfast police sta- 
tion Saturday, ending a rare 
trace which brought no ob- 
vious sign of moving Northern 
Ireland towards a lasting 
peace. 

But Gerry Adams, leader of 
the guerrillas' political wing 
5am Fein, said he was optimis- 
tic the unilateral ceasefire had 
persuaded London he seriously 
wanted an end to 25 years of 
conflict. He fainted more traces 
could follow. 


The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) speedily showed they 
were back in business, saying 
they bombed a police barracks 
in North* , 'Belfast 20 minutes 
after the 72-hour ceasefire offi- 
cially ran out at midnight (2300 
GMT Friday). No one was 
hurt, police said. 

Shots were also fired at two 
police checkpoints near the 
boider with the Irish Republic 
but no one was hurt 


Up until the last minute pro- 
testers at a peace vigfl in Dub- 
lin had pleaded for the truce to 
be prolonged. 

Sinn Fein had hinted that the' 
ceasefire, the IRA's first for 19 
years barring Christmas ges- 
tures, would be lengthened if 
Britain used it to make contact 
and answer questions about a 
key Anglo-Irish peace declara- 
tion. 


Britain refused, saying it was 
standing by its December offer 
to give Sirm Fein a place at 
talks on Northern Ireland’s fu- 
ture but only once the IRA 
gave up for good its protracted 
campaign to end British rule in 
the province. 



South African President F.W. De>Klerk (centre) is . Zwdithmi at a press conference held m Sknznza 
surrounded with African National Congress lead- after talks aimed at bringing an end to the 
er Nelson Mandela (left) and Zulu King Goodwill bloodshed in Natal (AFP photo) 


Serbs breach Muslim lines in Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serbs have stormed a hilltop 
overlooking the besieged Mus- 
lim town of Gorazde and cap- 
tured a “dear line of sight" for- 
tank and artillery fire on its 
centre, the U.N. reported 
Saturday. 

Peacekeepers' spokesman 
Rob Annink said the Serbs 
drove Muslim defenders off 
the 1.000 metre high peak of 
the Gradina salient Friday 
under, cover of a U.N. bro- 
kered ceasefire. 

The assault put the Serbs 
within four kilometres of the 
centre of Gorazde after almost 
two weeks of fighting in which 
at least 85 Muslims have been 
killed and around 400 wound- 
ed. 

Maj. Annink acknowledged 
it was a “major advance” but 
said U.N. commander General 
Sir Michael Rose stuck to his 
assessment that the Serbs 
would not try to capture the 
town which is supposed to be a 
U.N. protected safe haven. 

“The Bosnian Serb army has 
the initiative and military 
dominance but we do not think 
Gorazde is under imminent 
threat of being taken because it 
is strongly defended and be- 
cause we do not believe the 
Serbs actually want to take the 
town," the spokesman said. 

The U.N. previously doubted 
the Serbs could capture the hill 
whidi it said was heavily de- 
fended by Bosnian government 
fighters among the 65,000 peo- 
ple trapped in the Gorazde 
enclave. 

- .The assault was made during 


a 24-hour ceasefire arranged 
by Gen. Rose with both sides 
while he tried to negotiate an 
overall truce in Bosnia be- 
tween Serbs and Muslims. 

Muslim forces still control 
the lower reaches of the Gradi- 
na heights but their positions 
were . m jeopardy because 
Serbs now hold the peak. 

“The Serbs have taken part 
of it but that part makes the 
rest of it less defensible,” Maj. 
Annink added. “The Bosnian 
Serb position is militarily 
dominant. They are strong.” 


Serb forces have captured 
7.5 per cent of the Gorazde 
pocket in the latest fighting 
around Gorazde which they 
have besieged since Bosnia's 
civil war began two years ago. 

The capture of the Gradina 
peak dearly embarrassed the 
U.N. and Gen. Rose protested 
to General Ratko Mladic, 
commander of the Bosnian 
Serb army. 


majority of the pre-war 
population. 

Serb forces laid siege to 
them to try to force their in- 
habitants to leave as part of a 
campaign of ethnic deansing 
which has left Serbs in sole 
control of all the other main 
towns in the region. 

Despite the setback in 
Gorazde, Bosnian government 
army commander General 
Rasim Delic went to Sarajevo 
airport Saturday for fresh ceas- 
efire talks with Gen. Rose and 
U.S. government representa- 
tives. Gen. Mladic was also 
due to take part. 


Answering charges the Serbs 
deliberately exploited the ceas- 
efire, Maj. Annink told repor- 
ters that word of it might not 
have readied frontline Serb 
troop*’ “because it is very hard 
for both armies to communi- 
cate (quickly) to lower levels. 

But he admitted that an op- 
eration on this scale would 
have required careful planning 
with the involvement of senior 
officers. 

The Isolated enclaves of 
Gorazde, Srebrenica and Zepa 
are the last strongholds re- 
maining to Muslims in eastern 
i Bosnia where" they, were a 


U.N. sources said U.S. spe- 
cial envoy Charles Redmond 
wanted Gen. Delic and Gen. 
Mladic to agree to a two week 
ceasefire while be consulted all 
sides and European countries 
on the shape of an overall 
political settlement. 

The Bosnian government 
does not want a ceasefire 
which would freeze frontlines 
in their present positions whidi 
give Serbs 70 per cent of Bos- 
nia's territory, much of it cap- 
tured from Muslims. 


Meanwhile, Croatia and its 
rebel Serbs moved a step closer 
to lasting peace Friday when 
their forces pulled back from 
the front line in compliance 
with their latest ceasefire 
agreement. 

Last week, Croat and Serb 
representatives signed an 
accord marking a formal end of 
the 1991 Croatian war, m 
which Serbs captured one-third . 
• of Croatia. 


China defuses rights problem with France 


SHANGHAI (R) — French 
Prime Minister Edouard Balla- 
dur Saturday accepted a 
Chinese assurance that dissi- 
dents had not been arrested, 
defusing a potential human 
rights row that threatened to 
sour his visit to China. 

Mr. BaDadnr had demanded 
an explanation from Chinese 
authorities after reports that 
two prominent Shanghai 
democracy activists had been 
detained by police shortly be- 
fore be arrived in China's 
largest city. 

“They assured us there has 
been no arrest of dissidents in 
Shanghai in the past hours,” 
French Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe told reporters. 

“The assurance given to us 
was formal and so we accepted 
that," he added. 

Dissident sources told Reu- 
ters that Shanghai police Fri- 
day detained leading h uman 
rights activist Wang Fuchen 
and on Saturday picked op 
another dissident, Bao Ge. 

On Thursday Beijing police 
took away one of China's top 
dissidents, Xu Wenli. 

Although the official 
Chinese version of events and 
accounts by friends and rela- 
tives of the two Shanghai dissi- 


dents appear to be contradic- 
tory, there is an explanation ■ 
that hinges on the technical 
definition of arrest t 

An informed French source 
said Chinese officials told Mr. 
Bahadur that “the two men 
were detained for two hours 
and then freed.” There was no 
mdependent confirmation that 
the two dissidents had been 
released. 

French officials stressed that 
the problem was now com- 
pletely solved and had done no ' 
damage to Mr. Bahadur's trip 
to China designed to patch up 
a row over French sales of 
advanced fighter jets to 
Taiwan. 

“We are sure that there is no 
desire to be provocative to- 
wards France,” another 
French source said. “This 
answer shows that they don’t 
want to put us in a situation 
which would have been unten- 
able for us.” 

Mr. Juppe told reporters: 
“The answer of the Chinese 
authorities, which is totally 
clear... allows ns to continue 
this trip in the same climate as 
it began.” 

He said the assurance was 
given by China’s Minister of 
Power Industry, Shi Dazfaen, 


who flew to Shanghai from 
Beijing with Mr. Balladur, a 
vice mayor of Shanghai and the 
Chinese ambassador to France 
Cai Fangbo. 

During his visit to Shanghai 
Balladur met Chinese and 
French businessman, visited a 
hospital and strolled along the 
city’s famous waterfront bund. 

He was scheduled to have 
dinner with die secretary of die 
Shanghai Communist Party 
Wn Banggno. 


On Saturday, a Chinese 
police spokesman confirmed 
that veteran Chinese democra- 
cy campaigner Xu, detained in 
Beijing during Mr. Bahadur's 
stay in the capital, was being 
interrogated for violating the 
terms of his May 1993 parole 
after 12 years in prison. 

“He violated the rules of his 
parole. He is being interro- 


gated by the Beijing Public 
Security Bureau,” the spokes- 
man said. 


Mr. Xn's detention came 
less than one week after police 
seized Wei Jingsheng, the 
father of China’s democracy 
movement, saying they were 
investigating “new crimes" he 
allegedly committed on parole 
. after almost 15 years in prison. 


Clinton mocks opposition efforts on health plan 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn (R) — 
President Bill Clinton has re- 
jected as “a bunch of hooey” 
opposition efforts to portray 
his health care, reform plan as 
a government takeover of the 
U.S. health care system. 

Mr. Ointon heatedly took 
issue with efforts by U.S. in- 
surance companies and sup- 
porters of the current system, 
including some Republicans in 
Congress, to paint his plan as 
going too far to fix a problem 
they contend is not as serious 
as the president and his wife 
Hillary Rodham Ointon would 
lead Americans to believe. 

The president spoke at a 
televised “town hall" meeting 
at Minneapolis station KSTP 
and connected by satellite 
hookup to studio audiences in 
Detroit, Milwaukee and Sioux 
Falls. South Dakota. The 
meeting wound up an intense 
week for Mr. Ointon aimed at 
generating popular appeal for 
his reform effort. 

Part of his anger 
directed at insurance^rT^ 
sponsored telev^^^^^^fc 


featuring characters “Hany 
and Louise” that have been 


effective in instilling fear in 
many Americans that his plan 
is too interventionist and un- 
necessary. 

. “I saw all those ads putting, 
out all that propaganda that 
this is politics, that it's just a 
power play and all that.” Mr. 
Ointon said testily. 

He said opponents had no 
right to question his motives 
while so many struggle — 
when disabled people cannot 
get insurance. Older Amer- 
icans choose between buying 
medicine and food every 
month. 100,000 people each 
month lose their insurance and 
fanners and small business 
owners pay higher prices for 
■insurance than most people. 

“I mean, this is a bunch of 
hooey. If people don't agree 
with me, let mem come for- 
ward and contest me with their 


ram sick... of all this 
letoric and all these 
Vusioa ads and all 
Jos from people who 


are making a killing from the 
insurance business that we 
have today. It is wrong and we 
should change it,” he said to a 
burst of applause from about 
100 people in the studio audi- 
ence. ' 

In response to someone who 
asked if his plan was “really a 
health plan or a power grab,” 
Mr. Ointon insisted he was not 
trying to place the U.S. system 
under bureaucratic control. 

“I don't plan to take over 
the health care system. I don't 
plan to take over the health 
care system. I don't plan to run 
it,” he said. 

Mr. Ointon was as fiery- 
tongued earlier in the day at a 
campaign -style health care re- 
form rally at which boosters 
waved signs saying “give em 
health. Bill.” He urged people 
to pester Congress to do some- 
tiling now about health care 
before it's too late. 

'Tell the members of your 
congressional delegation, with- 
out regard to their party, that 
you want this dealt with and 
you want it now” Mr. Ointon 


said. “The longer we put it off, 
. the worse it’s going to be. It’s 
going to be like an ingrown 
toenail. It’s not pnino t ft Mf 
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toenail. It's not going to get 
better.” 

The president was trying to 
increase pressure on members 
of Congress to take advantage 
of what he calls the best chance 
in 60 years to reform the coun- 
try's expensive health care sys- 
tem before members of Con- 


Blass, De La 

Renta, Rowley and 
Oldham show tall 
collection 


NEW YORK (AP). — Bfll 
Blass and Oscar De La Renta 
each enjoy a reputation for 
AAcrined for the 


best tables in the best res- 
taurants. At their fan p»; 
views, the “ladies who lunch 
look included bright, swmgy 
wool coat-and-dress sets at 
Blass, and exotic paisley and 
faux cheetah ensembles at De 
La Renta. Elsewhere on the 
runways Friday, Cynthia Row- 
ley reaffirmed her knack for 
reinventing the famili ar, with 
w himsic al navy “search party 
dresses” inspired by the New 
York Police Department. 
Thursday night belonged to 
Todd Oldham, who staged a 
funky fashion free-for-all with 
everything from fuzzy argyle 
slip dresses to piled-on pat- 
terns in exuberant colours — 
even faux monkey fur sleeves 
worthy of King Kong. At the 
Blass showing it was learned 
that Blass customers this fall 
will be wearing flared .wool 
reversible coats m blazing col- 
ours with contrasting simple 
sheath dresses, black opaques 
and black suede heels. If they 
follow the rules of the Blass’ 
runway, they’ll also add three- 
cornered black hats. The col- 
lection also contained a gener- 
ous helping of “Blass-isms,” 
including lingerie looks (sexy 
little black dresses in crepe, 
lace, sequins or velvet), and 
sailor styles (brown tweed 
sailor trousers and dresses with 
matching jackets). Blass 
favours daytime fabrics for 
evening, such as (tinner jackets 
cast in bright tweeds, and ele- 
gant pantsuits in pay 'wool 
plaid. De La Renta embarked 
on a mystical journey to the 
east that was suggested by 
spice-toned paisely coats with 
frog closures and Nehru col- 
lars. Opulence was the opera- 
tive word, as De La Renta 
lavished on rich gold-re- 
embroidered velvet gowns, 
dazzling sequinned boleros, 
and jackets trimmed with fake 
cheetah passementerie. Hop- 
ping on the Jail mohair trend* 

. Cynthia . Rowley^ conjured* up 
fuzzy handkerchief-hem “baby 
blanket” skirts with satin 
edges. An “electric blanket 
coat” came with cord-and-dial 
belt, guaranteed to keep you 
toasty when arid winds blow. 


PBS will not 
finance sequel to 
controversial 
drama 


UI VUH- 

gress concentrate on cam- 
paigning for November mid- 
term elections. 


The next seven -weeks run- 
ning up to the Memorial Day 
recess are seen as the critical 
window of opportunity, when 
much of the important work on 
reshaping Mr. Clinton's prop- 
osals into a politically palatable 
. form will be done at the com- 
mittee level on Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Clinton’s bottom line on 
health care is that insurance be 


V. “ uuu ““trance be 

guaranteed for life to aUAmer- 

Kans. including 39 million peo- 
ple now dome without 


. — — b iMuuuir peo- 
ple now domg without. He is 
open to compromise on vir- 
tually all elements: 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
The Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice (PBS) said it had decided 
not to 00 -finance a new televi- 
sion series of Tales- Of The 
Gty, which deals with gay 
thanes, but denied this was 
due to conservative pressure. 
PBS screened Tales Of The 
Gty, produced by Britain’s 
Channel 4 television, in Janu- 
ary and had been 
I co-financing a six-hour 
miniseries sequel. More Tales 
Of The City, being planned by 
Channel 4. But PBS spokes- 
man Harry Forbes said that 
PBS had decided against co- 
financing the new series. He 
said the decision was taken for 
financial reasons and adamant- 
ly denied it was due to con- 
servative pressure. “Clearly we 
aired the first one (series), and 
clearly we knew that those 
were the themes involved and 
we had no qualms about airing 
it-.-,” he said. A report in the 
San Francisco Chronicle Fri- 
day quoted Armistead 
Maupin, the San Francisco- 
based author of the novels on 
which the series was based, as 
accusing PBS of “knuckfimg 
under to conservative press- 
ure” by not financing the new 
senes. It quoted him a« saying 
this was especially so since the 
new series would deal with gay 
rights and Christian fun- 
dametalist opposition to 
homosexuality. The first series 
set in 1970s San Francisco 
brough t PBS its highest ratings 
for a drama series in several 
years and won critical acclaim. 
But it caused some controversy 
because of nudity and its depic- 
tion of homosexual rela- 
tionships and drug use. Rev 
Donald WDdmon, a vocal critic 
of libera] themes on television 
pEed members of his Amer- 
ican Family Association to 
wnte their members of con- 
gress to protest the use of tax 
dollars for the show. ‘To imply 
mat we’re somehow rann m* 
razed because of Donald 
Wildmon is I think fairly hidc- 
Forbes said. John 
senier vice-presi- 
dent of Programming said 6^ 

Washington that PBS had never 
Pjadea commitment to 
mg the new series. He said 
considerations and 
priorities were 
ras bad de- 

mn ^finance the second . 


s 
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Soccer championship’s 20th week 
characterised by extreme caution 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Only twelve 
matches remain for the com- 
pletion of the 1993 first divi- 
sion soccer championship 
whose title has already been 
secured for the second com- 
secutive year by A1 Faisali. 

The 20th week of action was 
characterised by the extreme 
caution of most teams trying to 
avoid defeats. Three matches 
ended in 1-1 draws with the 
only surprising result being 
lowly Sahab's 3-0 win over 
third placed AJ Hussein. 

Therefore, the top seven 
maintained their positions, 
while the only change was in 
8-11 places in the 12 teams' 
_ standings. 

1 In one of three matches held 
Friday, A1 Jazireh scored a 
vital 2-0 win over A1 Baqaa to 
equal A1 Ramtha’s 21 points 
and firmly hold on to the 
seventh position in consider- 
able assurance of avoiding re- 
legation in the case of the last 
four teams. 

A1 Jazireh’s standing was the 
result of their strong comeback 
in the last quarter of the com- 
petition, during which they 
beat A1 Qadissieh and A1 Ahli 
and drew with A1 Hussein and 
A1 Faisali. . 

Similarly Al Baqaa surprised 
onlookers during the second 
leg in which they drew with A1 
Ahli and beat Al Hussein and 
Fuheis. However, their latest 
defeats may prove to be very 
costly unless they win their last 
two matches. 

Both A1 Jazireh and A1 Ba- 
qaa played a fast attacking 
game from the outset of the 
match at Salt Stadium. 

- AI Jazireh scored both- goals 
. from headers by striker Simon 
1 George in the 52nd and 63rd 
minutes, as Al Baqaa's Khaled 
Faleh seemed to be having a 
bad day after two shots hit the 
post ending the match with a 
significant win for Ai Jazireh. 

Meanwhile, Al Ahli and Al 
Wihdat, both vying for the 
second place spot, settled for a 
1-1 draw at Amman Interna- 
tional Stadium. 

Both teams, now in second 
and fourth places, could not 
possibly contemplate defeat, 
and therefore played a calcu- 
lating, serious game in which 
Al Ahli’s goalkeeper Moham- 
mad Abu Daoud and Al 
Wihdat’s rising star Ali Juma' 
kept fans attentive and in- 
volved throughout the match. 

Juma' was instrumental in 
assisting teammate Hisham 
Abdul Mun’em score in the 
14th minute. However, Al 


Wihdat's celebrations could 
not last long as Imad Fataftah 
earned a free kick a minute 
later from which he scored Al 
Ahli's equaliser. 

Al Ahh"s striker Amer Wali 
could not do much in the abs- 
ence of fellow striker Nart 
Yadaj who was serving a sus- 
pension. 

Both Al Ahli's Husain Ham- 
mash and Wali, and Al 
Wihdat's Ibrahim Sa'diyeh lost 
some serious scoring chances 
in the second half. 

In Friday's third match. 
Sahab stunned Al Hussein 3-0 
to move to 10th place, while Al 
Hussein remained in third 
place. 

While being the only team to 
beat AJ Faisali, Al Hussein had 
also been upset 2-0 by Al 
Baqaa. Sahab scored all three, 
goals in the first half. 

Striker Mohammad Al 
Ashhab stunned Al Hussein 
when he netted in the first goal 
from a free kick in the 11th 
minute. 

' Despite Al Hussein’s efforts 
to closely guard their oppo- 
nents, Sahab took advantage 
of a loose defence to score 
their second goal by Ghaleb 
Raji in the 23rd minute. 

Al Ashhab ended his team's 
scoring spree when he added 
the third goal in the 40th mi- 
nute. 

Despite the win, Sahab re- 
main in a difficult position and 
will face Al Faisali in the up- 
coming week. 

Al Qadissieh and Al Ramtha 
remained in 5th and 6th places 
after their 1-1 draw at Al Has- 
san Stadium in Irbid. 

Al Qadissieh, who had 
maintained an unbeaten record 
throughout the second leg until 
their loss to Al Jazireh last 
week, stunned Al Ramtha by a 
goal from Ra’d Al Momani 
in the 4th minute. 

Khaled Abdul Fattah. Al 
Qadissieh's veteran goalie, 
averted all equalising attempts 
by Al Ramtha during the first 
half. 


Mazen Shahin and Mustafa 
Adam led Al Qadissieh's 
attacks, while Al Ramtha 
could not score and lacked 
accurate finishing. 

Al Ramtha were saved when 
Mohammad Al Kha’zalt equal- 
ised from a penalty kick in the 
95th minute. 

Meanwhile, Ai Faisali 
scored another big win when 
they beat Al Yarmouk 4-0. 

The titleholders were on an 
all out attack against bottom- 
of-the- league Yarmouk, as Al 
Faisali's Jamal Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman and Mousa 
Awad insisted on giving team- 
mate Jiiyes Tadros all chances 
to score and secure the title of 
best scorer. 

However, it was Suleiman 
who scored first in the 39th 
minute.- 

Al Yarmouk was able to 
threaten Al Faisali's goal only 
twice throughout match, as the 
Kingdom’s soccer champions 
took total control of the match. 

Although Tadros lost two 
scoring chances at the begin- 
ning half, he successfully 
scored the second and third 
goals in the 53rd and 63rd 
minutes to tie with the cham- 
pionship's top scorer Adam of 
Al Qadissieh with 14 goals. 

Al Faisali's final goal came 
from Joseph Hattar in the 89th 
minute. 

In another match, Fuheis 
and Arabi were held to a 1-1 
draw that did not help both 
teams much m their struggle to 
avoid relegation. 

Mohammad Alawneh scored 
first for Al Arabi in the 25th 
minute as Al Arabi had the 
chance to score again and se- 
cure a win but lacked concen- 
tration. 

Al Fuheis managed to score 
their equaliser by Wa’ed 
Suweis in the 62nd minute. 

Both teams have tough 
matches ahead as Al Fuheis 
take on Al Ramtha while Al 
Arabi meeting Al Ahli when 
the 21st week of the competi- 
tion opens Thursday. 


STANDINGS AFTER 20TH WEEK 


Faisali 

Wihdat 

Hussein 

Ahli 

Qadissieh 

Ramtha 

Jazireh 

Arabi 

Baqaa 

Sahab 

Fuheis 

Yarmouk 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Bitter soccer rivals Japan and 
South Korea could wind up as 
co-hosts for the 2002 World 
Cup finals, Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), 
General-Secretary Peter 
Velappan said Friday. FIFA 
President Joao Havelange is 
giving “serious consideration” 
to allowing two countries to 
jointly host the finals for the 


first time, Velappan said at 
AFC headquarters in Kuala 
Lumpur after returning from a 
FIFA meeting in Zurich this 
week. 

A task force will be set up to 
examine the idea after FIFA’s 
June congress in Chicago 
ahead of the World Cup finals 
in the United States. 

“It will study the financial 
implications and other issues,” 


Velappan said. “This is a prop- 
osal that be (Havelange) is 
giving serious consideration 
to.” Japan and South Korea 

are waging an increasingly bit- 
ter contest to become the first 
Asian nation to host the finals 
in 2002. Havelange, who has 

said he wants to stage the 2002 
finals in Asia, earlier this week 
floated the idea of expanding 
the finals to 32 teams from the 
24. 


GOREN BRIDGE 





Chang to face Sampras 
in final of Japan Open 


THe jockey of Nick the Brief, T. Byrne, makes for cover as 
another jockey in the Foxhunters Steeplechase comes cr a d ling 
over as the Aintree fences take their toll on Friday (AFP photo) 

Miinnehoma wins 
Britain’s Grand National 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) 
— Miinnehoma, a 16-1 shot 
ridden by Richard Dun woody, 
held off a strong challenge 
from Just So in the straight to 
win a trouble-free Grand 
National steeplechase Satur- 
day. 

Only six of the 36 starters 
finished the gruelling 4I£ mile 
(7.2 kilometre) race at Ain- 
tree. The 30 others either fell 
at the fearsome fences or were 
pulled up on the abnormally 
heavy ground. 

Moorcroft Boy, the 5-1 
favourite, came home third 
and Ebony Jane, which ran in 
the Irish Grand National Tues- 
day, was fourth. 

Fiddlers Pike, ridden by 51 
year-old Rosemary Hender- 
son, was fifth and last to finish 
was Roc de Prince. 

French-trained The Fellow, 
which won the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup last month, fell at 
the 22nd fence while in conten- 
tion for the lead. 

Going to the last, Miinneho- 
ma and Just So were hampered 
by a riderless horse. Young 
Hustler, which veered in front 
of them. 1 


But they both stayed up and 
battled to the finish line. 

Just So appeared to be get- 
ting up to draw level with 
Dunwoody’s gelding but Miin- 
nehoma held on to win by \V* 
lengths. 

It was Dunwoody's second 
triumph in the world's most 
famous steeplechase, which 
was watched from the stands 
by 55,000 spectators with a 
worldwide audience of 350 mil- 
lion watching on TV\ 

“I can’t believe it,” Dun- 
woody said. “It's the second 
I've won but it's a dream come 
true again. When you win. yon 
think that's it, you think you'll 
never win another one.” 

The £116,000 ($175,000), 
which was declared void last 
year after two false starts, went 
ahead despite fears about 
security and the weather. 

Animal rights demonstrators 
threatened to invade Aintree 
with 2,000 activists and disrupt 
or stop the race. Security offi- 
cials even feared an attack 
from the air by parachutist 
protestors but there were no 
major incidents daring the 
race. 


TOKYO (R) — Michael 
Chang pulled off an impressive 
victory over Boris Becker 
Saturday to set up an all- 
American final against top 
seed Pete Sampras in the Japan 
Open men's tennis cham- 
pionship. 

Second seed Chang delight- 
ed his huge throng of vocifer- 
ous Japanese fans as he out- 
paced the third-seeded Ger- 
man 7-6 6-2 in a battle of 
contrasting styles on the sun- 
drenched centre court 

World number one Sampras 
wasted little time and effort 
blasting aside eleventh seed 
Henrik Holm of Sweden 6-2 
6-1 in a mere 47 minutes. 

The defending champion, 
fresh from victory in the Osaka 
Salem' Open last week, ex- 
tended bis winning streak to 20 
matches and is on course for 
his sixth title of 1994. 

“Things are looking really 
positive. It's been a pretty 
good run for me these last 
three to four weeks. I just hope 
I can continue h until tomor- 
row’s match,” Sampras said. 


The 22-year old champion of 
the last three Grand Slams was 
in devastating form. He 
pounded in a high percentage 
of first serves to hold serve 
easily throughout and returned 
consistently and aggressively to 
break Holm twice in each set. 

Chang’s win was sweet re- 
venge. The stocky Grinese- 
American had succumbed to 
the tall Becker’s serve-and- 
volley game in their only pre- 
vious two meetings. 

“Whenever you’re able to 
beat Becker, it’s a good win 
anywhere,” Chang said. 
“Boris has a certain amount of 
respect from all the players due 
to the way he presents himself 
off and on court.” 

The world number eight 
served consistently well, but 
attributed his win to his return 
of serve which stopped Becker 
storming to the net and let him 
dictate points from the base- 
line. 

“Boris was having a tough 
time holding his serve, which 
gave me more confidence to go 
out and swing away,” Chang 


said. 

In tiie third game of the 
second set, Becker was stretch- * 
edto seven deuces on his serve - 
and failed to convert seven 
game points. 

“He came op with incredible 
tints and that game is where 
the match was derided,” Beck- 
er said. 

“When it’s cold the whole 
game is much slower, and that, 
doesn’t favour the serve-and- 
volieyer.” 

Chang played a cunning cat- 
and-mouse game, tempting* 
Becker to the net then lobbing 
him with uncanny accuracy and- 
frequencey. 

“When you play the bigger, ‘ 
boys, you have to be able tq ! 
lob and mix it up with passing!, . 
shots,” Chang said. 

In Sunday’s final, he faces a 
formidable challenge from 
Sampras, whom be font played , 
at the age of seven. 

“I have no pressure, nothing .! 
to lose, so it makes it easier foj “ 
me to just swing away and give 
it my all,” Chang said. 


Navratilova wins in quarters 
of Amelia Island tournament 


Denver Nuggets tighten 
grip on playoff spot 


Japan, Korea could co-host World Cup 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Brian 
Williams and Robert Pack 
-sparked a fourth-quarter rally* 
.helping the Denver Nuggets 
tighten their grip on the eighth 
and final playoff spot in the 
Western Conference with a 
112-99 triumph over the 
Lakers. 

The Nuggets, who won their 
second straight following a 
four-game losing streak, 
opened a four-game lead over 
Che revitalised Lakers with 
nine games to play. 

Vlade Divac poured in a 
career-high 33 points and 
James Worthy netted 21 off the 
bench for Los Angeles, which 
lost for just the fifth time in its 
last 17 games and fell to 5-2 
since Magic Johnson took over 
as head coach. 

At Indiana, Scottie Pippen 
scored 21 points, including a 
tie-breaking 3-pointer with 42 
seconds remaining, helping the 
Chicago Bulls rally past the 
Pacers 100-94. 

The Bulls, who ended the 
game with 12-2 surge, reached 
the 50-win plateau for the fifth 


AMELIA ISLAND, Fla. (AP) 
— Martina Navratilova con- 
tinued her impressive showing 
in the Bausch Lomb Cham- 
pionships, beating 18-year-old 
Chanda Rubin in straight sets 
Friday in the quarterfinals of 
the $400,000 clay-court tennis 
tournament. 

Navratilova’s 6-3, 6-2 victory 
sends her into the semifinals 
against top seed Arantxa San- 
chez Vicaiio, who dominated 
No. 10 Sabine Hack 6-1, 6-2 in 
a night match. 

Gabiiela Sabatini, the fourth 
seed, defeated No. 7 Mary 
Pierce 64, 6-3, and No. 6 
Lindsay Davenport eliminated 
No. 2 Conchita Martinez 4-6, 
64, 7-6 in other quarterfinals 
at Amelia Island Plantation. 

This is the 37-year-old Nav- 


ratilova’s last ap perance in a 
Florida tournament and she is 
malting the most of it after 
lotiqg the opening match in her 
previous two events. 

She has not lost a set in three 
wwtrfic* here, yet shrugged off 
the suggestion that she is hard- 
ly been challenged in victories 
over Rubin, Veronika Mar- 
trnek and S3ke Frankl. 

“I just got beat twice in the 
first round, so don't talk tome 
about challenges,” said Navra- 
tilova, a three-time winner at 
Amelia Island, including her 
last Florida tide in 1988. 

“Sometimes X fed! like I'm 
37. Sometimes I feel tike Pm 


IS,” she added. “Sometimes £ - 
feel like I'm 80.” 

Davenp o rt is just 17, and her l: 
upset of Martinez, the woridV. 
third-ranked player and a days 
court specialist, was one of the 1 
biggest of her career. Up 64 in . : 
the tiebreaker, she squandered * 
two match points before put- - • 
ting Martinez away 8-6 with a>. 
backhand down the line. •*- 
“It’s really exdting to beat 
her, especially on -tins. sur- .. 
free,” Davenport, ranked' 
13 th, said. “She’s No. 3 and * 
obviously one of die best day- ”■ 
court players. I tried to keep * - 
her on the nm and not let her * ' 
dictate the points.” * : ' 


’The Luxury Of ’The 
Right To Choose!" 

Live Piano 

Entertainment 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HlflSCH 

01903 Tritons IMa Snm. Inc 


Bath vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 

7 Q 6 5 3 
OJS3 

* AKQJ 10 

WEST EAST 

4 Q 10 7 4 3 * K 9 6 2 

<? K 10 8 C J 9 4 

0 4 : Q 9 7 6 

*8662 *94 

SOUTH 

* J86 
•7 A 7 2 

■> A K 10 5 2 

* 7 3 


The bidding: 
Sooth West 

North 

East 

1 <> 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

2 C- 

Pass 

2? 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 0 

Pass 

3 ? 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

4 0 

Paas 

6,0 

Pass 

6 0 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four of * 

On many hands, success or failure 
depends on trump control. To illus- 
trate what we mean, here's an object 
lesson in the art of declarer play. 

The bidding is not without inter- 
est. South had no good bid on the 
third round of the auction. While 
two spades might have been a suit, 
the main inference that could be 
drawn from that call was that South 


LOSE THE RIGHT TRICK 

nth deals. was un “hle to bid no trump. After 
cue-bidding to show slam interest 
North could not do more than bid 
5ve diamonds because there was no 
guarantee that South held good 
IQ tramps. With a reasonable suit, 

T South proceeded to slam. 

9 0 2 Declarer won the spade lead in 

9 4 dummy and! led the jack of dia- 

9 7 0 moods, covered by the queen and 

l king. Since 12 tricks were assured if 

tnunps broke 3-2, declarer drew a 
second trump. When East showed 
out. the contract was in grave dan- 
2 g®r. Declarer ruffed a spade on the 

table and started to run dubs. Al- 
though South could discard a spade 
h East when East ruffed, the third dub. 

Pass there was no way to get to the board 
Pan to cash the good dubs. Declarer re- 
Pass ceived a slice of hick when the long 

Pass of hearts was onside, so the contract 
P om went down only one trick. 

Pass Let's go back to trick two, when 

East covered the jack of diamonds 
of * lead from dummy, and see what 

*ss or failure would happen if South allowed East 

roL To ilhu- to hold the trick! When West fbl- 
re’san object lows, the contract is virtually aa- 
darer play. surecL Best is for East to shift to a 
ithout inter- heart Declarer rises with the ace, 
d bid on the ruffe a spade in dummy and then 
ction. While daws trumps and runs dubs. In all, 
been a suit South scores four trumps, a ruff, the 
iat could be major-suit aces and five clubs — 12 
i8 that South in all. 


Al Widad Building 
Furnished Apartments 
For Rent 

Exclusive fully furnished apartments, comprising 
two bedrooms including full utilities. 

Rent on monthly, quartely & annual basis. 

Cal) 686309 5th Circle, Wadi Abdoun 


straight season. 

Chicago also has -won .eight 
-straight games -et-indjana-and 
has not losLat*Market Square 
Arena since March . 16, 1990. 

The Bulls, who have won six 
.straight games, moved within 
one game of Atlanta for the 
top spot in the central division. 
- Indiana remained tied with 
New Jersey for the seventh 
playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference, a full game be- 
hind the Miami Heat. 

In Charlotte, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 19 points be- 
fore joining the other starters 
on the bench, as the Hornets 
kept their slim playoff hopes 
alive with a 99-78 trouncing of 
the New Jersey Nets. 

Larry Johnson added 17 
points and 10 rebounds for the 
Hornets, who moved within 
41* games of New Jersey for 
the final playoff spot in the 
Eastern' Conference. 

Charlotte has nine games 
left. New Jersey has eight. 

In Sacramento, Mitch Rich- 
miond scored 33 points to lead 
the Kings to a 104-101 win over 
the Phoenix Suns. 


“A Furnished House For Rent” 

A fully-furnished house Ideated in the 4th Circle area in 
Jabal Amman, consisting of two big bedrooms and a 
3rd small one, a large living area, dining area, kitchen, 
two-bathrooms, two balconies; storage room and a 
garden. 

Call 644963 daily 


HOUSING AND URBAN 




..affoniahte prices 
Lunch + Dinner 


'far * 0 


FURNISHED HOUSE TO LET 

33-AI-Dahran , St. West of San Rock Hotel, Um-Utheinah. 
The ground floor, of a two-storey house is to let, with 
independent telephone, electricity, heating, water supply, 
garden, separate entrance. It consists of four bedrooms, 
maid room, guest and dining room. 

Telephone: 811107, owner’s. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 ground-floor, 3 bedroom apartments, located in 
Jubeiha, University of Jordan Housing Area, near 
University back entrance. 

Yearly rent preferable. 

Please contact tel. 691346 


GIVE YOUR CHILD A HEAD START 
LEARN FRENCH THE EASY WAY - 
FROM KINDERGARTEN AT 

THE FRENCH SCHOOL OF AMMAN 

Modem methods applied by qualified French 
teachers in pleasant surroundings 
Kindergarten from the age of 3 
Primary from the age of 6 
and secondary up to the French Baccalaureate 
Registration from April 10, 1994 
School starts September 11 

For more information tel.: 826830/626846 
Fax: 822380 


DATE: APRIL 9, 1994 
LOAN NO.: 2841 JO. 
TENDER NO.: 7/M/94 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

1. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
(HKJ) has received a loan from the World Bank in various 
currencies towards the cost of the National Urban De- 
velopment Project (UDP3) loan No. 2841 - JORDAN at the 
Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDC) 
arid it is intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will 
be applied to eligible payments under the contract for 
which this IFB is issued. 

2. Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDC) 
now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
supply, delivery, full installation and on site successful 
operation locally and remotely of the following computer 
systems: 

- Application software development of Management In- 
formation System (MIS) for the functions of the HUDC. 
including accounting, personnel management, site de- 
velopment and sales operations, and administration; and 

- Commissioning and testing of all application systems 
and training HUDC staff in the operation and maintenance 
of the systems. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from and inspect the bidding documents at the tendering 
division of HUDC, at the following address: 

Housing and Urban Development Corporation 
Tendering Division. .Marka Office 
P.O. BOX 2110^27198 
Amman, Jordan 
Fax no. 962-6-883197 
Tel. no. 962-6-899361 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased 
by any interested eligible bidder on submission of a 
written application to the above and upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of: JD 50 (Fifty Jordanian Dinars). 

5. This tender will be a two-stage bidding procedure as 
follows: The first stage bid will consist of a technical bid 
only, without any reference to prices, and a list of any 
deviations to the commercial and contractual conditions 
set forth in the bidding documents a bidder wishes to take 
and a justification therefore. The second stage bid will 
consist of (a) a revised technical bid incorporating all 
changes required by the purchases to bring the technical 
bid up to an acceptable level, or necessary to reflect any 
amendment to the bidding documents issued subsequent 
to submission of the first stage bid, and (b) the commer- 
cial bid. 

Al! first stage technical bids must be delivered to the 
offices of HUDC not later than 12.-00 noon on MAY 28, 
1934 and will be opened immediately thereafter in public 
in the presence of the bidders’ representative who choose 
to attend. 

Eng. Yousuf Hiasat 
Director General 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

DEAD AGAIN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

AT THE REQUEST 
OF THE AUDIENCE 

Ahmad Zaki, Sabreen 
Adel Adham and Sereen Saiful 
• Nasr 

THE LADY’S 

CHAFFEUR 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


CONCORD 


CONCORD ‘V 
Hook 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 6:30, 8-J0. 10:30 , 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Demolition Man 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbid den x Forbidden 


•Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Maahini Theatre 





, ---■ - ■ 

yU_P 


Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of the political comedy 

M Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference” 

Came to an end - 
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Security Council 
retains sanctions 
against Libya 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The U.N. Security 
CbaocQ late Friday retained its 
sanctions against Libya for not 
tonw ng over suspects in the 
1988 Lockerbie air crash over 
Scotland, saying there was no 
reason to lift the embargoes. 

* “The review was conducted 
and the members of the council 
were unable to conclude that 
there was any reason for 
changing the council regime,” 
fee council president, Cohn 
lading of New Zealand, told 
reporters. 

The council’s review takes 
place every 120 days on the 
sanctions that include a ban on 
air traffic. 

- The embargoes also freeze 
feme financial assets abroad 
but not revenues derived from 
0 fl, Libya's lifeline. Countries 
are banned from selling equip- 
ment for oil refineries and 
transport to Libya but can sell 
Tripoli oil drilling equipment. 

* Britain and the United 
States have indicated two Li- 
byans, Abdul Baset Ali 
Mohammad A1 Megrahi and 
A1 Amm Khalifa Fhimah, in 
connection with the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Lockerbie in which 270 
people died. 

. The council in April 1992 
began to impose sanctions 
Libya for not handing 
over the two for trial in the 
United States for Britain. 

: Libya must also satisfy de- 
mands of a French magistrate 
Investigating the mid-flight 
bombing of France’s UTA 
Bight 772 over Niger in 1989 in 
Which 171 people died. 

; Tripoli recently proposed 
feat Scottish judges go to the 
Netherlands and try the sus- 
pects there. But both Britain 
and fee United States rejected 
this 'and Britain gave its 
Reasons to council members at 
Friday’s closed meeting. 

’* Britain’s deputy ambassa- 
dor, Stephen Gomersall, called 
fee proposals “an excase for 
tofaa delay in complying with 
fee. demands of. the Security 
Council,’’ accord i ng to a state- 
ment d istri b u ted later. 

“There Is no evidence that 
fee Libyan govern m ent are ge- 
nuinely committed to sur- 
rendering the suspects,” he 
said. 

; Mr. Gomersall said that a 
trial in a third country was 
impractical “even if it werq 


posable to find a third country 
prepared to host such a trial." 

He said legislation would be 
required in Britain as well as 
the third country. In addition, 
measures would be seeded to 
assure witnesses attended and 
to transfer and hold the prison- 
ers, if necessary. 

The United States has press- 
ed for the extradition of the 
Libyan pair to be tried in a 
U.S. or British court. 

The 15-nation council de- 
cided informally to continue 
sanctions. No vote was taken. 

Libya lashed out at the West 
on Saturday for renewing the 
sanctions, saying Western 
dominance of the United Na- 
tions threatens mankind’s fu- 
ture. 

A commentary distributed 
by the official agency JANA 
said fee world is following the 
United States, Britain and 
France to “misery, poverty and 
injustice." 

Lamenting U.S., British and 
French influence particularly 
over the Security Council. 
JANA expressed Libya’s sor- 
row “over the loss of fee legiti- 
mate rights of our nation and 
all other nations... and peo- 
ples.” 

But fee commentary went 
-on: 

“Sorrow alone is not enough 
to express fee danger threaten- 
ing all mankind... being led by 
Western nations to more mis- 
ery, poverty and injustice. If 
man cannot rid itself of the 
Western dominance and per- 
sistent aggression, man’s fu- 
ture will be in great doubt.” 

The article was attributed to 
JANA’s international affairs 
editor. But it is believed that 
fee agency's top commentators 
on political affairs -speak 
directly for the regime. 

In a separate report. JANA 
said Saturday that China, a 
permanent Security Council 
member, and Nigeria, speak- 
ing on behalf of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, supported 
an Arab League proposal for 
the trial of the two suspects at 
the World Court in fee Hague. 

As a permanent member, 
China can veto the sanctions 
any time they come op for 
renewal. Its Mure even to call 
for a vote on fee issue this time 
indicated at least tacit support 
for keeping them in place. 


Hebron wall builds 
Arab-Israeli divide 


'HEBRON, Occupied West 
.Bank (AP) — It did not take 
•Jong for fee new wail separat- 
■ mg Arab from Jew to become a 
'forum for hatred in this city, 
still smoldering from the mos- 
que massacre. 

1 “Death to the arabs,” reads 
a slogan in Hebrew sprayed on 
the two-metre-high wall slicing 
Jhrough fee heart of the old 
pty. 

“Let's turn Hebron into a 
Jewish city." reads another, 
signed by the outlawed Jewish 
jextremist group Kach. 

’ “Blood for blood.” counters 
■nearby graffiti signed by 
Hamas. The message praised 
Jthc car-bomb attack Wednes- 
jtey that killed eight in the 
Israeli town of Afula as “fee 
•beginning of the revenge of the 
Hebron mosque massacre.” 

; The army put up the con- 
crete blocks as a security mea- 
-*orc for two Jewish enclaves 
Jwusing some of fee 450 Jewish 
>eftlcrs who live in the middle 
of Hebron's 110,000 Palesti- 
juans. 

But some settlers would 
rather not have the extra pro- 
jection. 

•- “It makes me feel like I live 
in a ghetto,” said settler Anat 
'Levy, 30, who has lived in 
ffebron for 12 years. "The wall 
shows fee weakness of the 
army, and I would prefer them 
$o take it down." 

* A Jewish settler shot and 
.Idled more than 30 Muslim 
worshippers at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque on Feb. 25. Some 
Palestinians say wall or no 
<8311, hatred between Arabs 
apd.'Jews will grow as long as 
fee settlers stay, protected in 
jbeir six enclaves by hundreds 
of soldiers altering the daily 
'f&tfem of life for the Arabs. 

; “Coexistence between Jews 
pnd Muslims was prosperous 
under the Turkish rule, but it is 
now impossible, even with a 
peace agreement between 
Creel and fee PLO," said Mus- 
tafa Natche, fee new Palest!- 
loan mayor. “The settlers are 
extremists and oppose the 
peace agreement.” 

The army erected the 100- 
metre-long wall, made of con- 
fute slabs, two weeks ago to 
Improve protection for wo set- 


tler enclaves, Beit Hadassah 
and Avraham Avinu. 

The wall and army roadb- 
locks ringing fee Jewish com- 
pounds cut downtown Hebron 
in half. Palestinians are barred 
from passing through the area, 
and have to take detours of 
several kilometres through fee 
outskirts to travel between the 
northern and southern parts of 
the city. 

The "army has closed 750 
shops in fee area as well as the 
central vegetable market, 
which did 535,000 a day in 
business before fee massacre. 

Mohammad Hourani, leader 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) main- 
stream Fateh faction in Heb- 
ron, said the restrictions were 
oppressive and further under- 
mined fee standing of Fateh 
and other groups backing 
negotiations with Israel. 

"We want genuine changes 
on the ground, among them 
the evacuation of the settlers 
from the heart of fee town. 
Only this will bring life back to 
normal." he said. 

Mr. Hourani’s chief rival in 
fee town. Hamas leader 
Adnan Maswadeh, agreed. 
“The wall will not mollify fee 
friction between us and them.” 
he said. 

“The wall wife its slogans 
clearly expresses the settlers' 
wishful thinking in transferring 
the Arabs out of the town or 
killing them,” said Mr. Mas- 
wadeh. 

Under an Israel-PLO 
arrangement. 160 observers 
from Norway. Denmark and 
Italy are to be deployed in 
Hebron soon lo help defuse 
fee tension. 

But many Hebron residents 
said fee deployment of the 
observers was too little, too 
late. The foreigners will have 
pistols for self-defence and are 
to report any violations to an 
Israeli-PLO liaison committee, 
but have no right to break up 

hostilities. 

“The Palestinian leaders 
have lost their credibility be- 
cause they did not succeed in 
removing fee settlers out of the 
city.'' said Jihad Shabaneh, 
who had worked as an accoun- 
tant For the vegetable market. 


Prince Hassan says education should 
serve country’s goal of industrial growth 


GHOR AL SAFI (Petra) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday said 
the educational process should 
be geared towards serving Jor- 
dan’s goals in expanding the 
industrial sector. 

Speaking to reporters at the 
Arab Potash Company at the 
conclusion of a tour of the 
Karak Governor ate, Prince 
Hassan allied for focusing on 
vocational and technical 
education. 

He said fee educational pro- 
cess null be discussed next Au- 
gust at “the science week,” 
ahead of formulating legisla- 
tions that would strike a ba- 
lance between the educational 
process and society's needs of 
various professions. This ' 


would support fee develop- 
ment process and consequently 
would curb unemployment 
among holders of degrees in 
certain fields, he said. 

Prince Hassan said more 
than 1,000 job opportunities 
would be created in south Jor- 
dan once an investment com- 
pany, which will run eight pro- 
jects, is established, in later 
stages, he said, more jobs 
would be created by these pro- 
jects, which will include food 
processing, plaster, spare parts 
and tourism industries. 

Calling for more planning 
and more coordination among 
various institutions and sec- 
tors, Prince Hassan urged local 
councils and government and 
private institutions to coordin- 


ate their works so as to serve 
fee comprehensive develop- 
ment process. 

He said studies were under 
way to establish A1 Wala, AJ 
Mnjib and A1 Hassa dams, 
which once finished, east and 
south Jordan will have a net- 
work of dams that would meet 
all the area’s needs of water. 

Prince Hassan started his 
tour in fee southern Jordan 
Valley area 'where he visited 
several forms in the Karak 
Governorate and was briefed 
oh their demands and needs. 

The Crown Prince also" 
attended a meeting of Ghor AJ 
Safi municipal council in fee 
presence of Interior Minister 
Salameh Hamm ad, Water and 


Legation Minister Hisham A1 
Khatib, Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and fee En- 
vironment Ahmad Al Aqaileh, 
the Karak Governorate repre- 
sentatives at Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament. Karak 
Governor Khalaf Al Mahasneh 
and other offioak 

Later, Prince Hassan visited 
Ghor Al Safi hospital and fee 
Arab Potash Company. 

He also~visited Mu’ta Uni- 
versity, Al Hussein Secondary 
Vocational 'School and opened 
the Karak Municipality Cultu- 
ral Centre. The JD 1,800,000 
centre, which was established 
over an area of five dunums, 
will be serving all dozens in 
the Karak Governorate. 


Talbott makes little Indo-Pak headway 


ISLAMABAD (R) — U-S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott said he held 
good talks on Saturday on cap- 
ping Pakistan’s nuclear prog- 
ramme but admitted that much 
work still remained to be done. 

But diplomats said he ran 
into opposition from both In- 
dia and Pakistan in this week's 
initiative in Islamabad and 
New Delhi to dampen what 
Washington sees as the possi- 
bility of a nudear war over fee 
neighbours' disputed state of 
Kashm ir. 

“I would not say we came 
here to convince or persuade 
but to discuss an extremely 
complicated object ... to cap, 
reduce and then eliminate 
weapons of mass destruction 
and ballistic missiles from 
South Asia.” Mr. Talbot told a 
news conference. 

“There needs to be a lot 
more discussion and work on 
how best to achieve this goal.” 

He said he had not expected 
to make swift progress wife fee 
initiative feat indudes a U.S. 
offer to go ahead wife the 


delayed sale of F-16 fighter 
planes to Pakistan if it caps its 
nudear arms programme. 

“My hope is that we have 
laid a conceptual basis,” he 
said. “I have just completed a 
very good day of talks here 
with the prime minister, presi- 
dent and foreign minister.” 

He dedined to say if Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto had 
opposed the offer in their 
lunch meeting. Ms. Bhutto 
said on Thursday Pakistan 
would never roll back its prog- 
ramme because this would 
leave Islamabad vulnerable to 
arch-foe lew Delhi. 

“We are not asking for a 
rollback but are suggesting a 
verifiable cap,” Mr. Talbott 
said. 

Pakistani diplomats had said 
they would raise a list of about 
30 questions in Saturday morn- 
ing’s talks but said they ex- 
pected little or no progress 
from fee meetings. 

Islamabad maintains it has 
attained a nudear capability 
but says a political decision has 
been taken not to manufacture 


nudear weapons. 

In New Delhi, where Mr. 
Talbott held three days of 
talks, a senior Indian diplomat 
said India opposed fee U.S. 
proposal to supply 38 F-16s to 
Pakistan, adding that Washing- 
ton appeared to have a tilt 
towards Islamabad. 

The Clinton administration 
has proposed fee deal on the 
condition Islamabad limits the 
production of fissile material 
for nudear weapons and allows 
international verification. 

Pakistan has paid for most of 
the 71 fighter jets but none has 
been delivered since Washing- 
ton halted all military and new 
economic aid in 1990, when 
then -President George Bush 
foiled to certify to Congress 
that Pakistan did not have a 
nudear device. 

Foreign office hawks echoed 
senior military officers, saying 
there was little chance of Isla- 
mabad going for the comprom- 
ise deal and that Pakistan 
could purchase similar planes 
elsewhere — although at a for 
higher cost. 


Mr. Talbott dedined to say 
what would be the fate of fee 
F-16s if Pakistan continued to 
reject fee initiative. 

Pakistan has stopped its 
latest payment, saying the F- 
16s most be delivered or fee 
money returned. 

Ms. Bhutto said on Thurs- 
day the stand of Pakistani offi- 
cials in talks wife Mr. Talbott 
would be to call on fee United 
States to adopt a more even- 
handed approach and not to 
link the F-16 sales to Islama- 
bad’s nudear programme. 

Pakistan says it is ready to 
sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty if India 
signs at the same time. 

India, which has explodes a 
nuclear device, denies con- 
structing bombs but believes 
Pakistan has already done so. 

Relations between India and 
Pakistan have soured further 
since a rebellion erupted four 
years ago in fee Indian-ruled 
two-thirds of Kashmir, over 
which the neighbours have 
fought two of their three wars. 


‘No new Mideast after’ Israel-PLO agreement 


WASHINGTON fUSIA) — 
The declaration of principles 
signed by Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has not yet ushered in a 
new “golden era” in the Mid- 
dle East, as some would like to 
think, according to a panel of 
U.S. academic experts. 

The panel explored the pros- 
pects for an Arab-Israeli peace 
during Thursday discussion 
sponsored by The Heritage 
Foundation, a Washington- 
based public policy research 
institute. 

The panelists included: 
Robert Satloff, director of the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy; Daniel Pipes, 
director of The Middle East 
Forum; and Peter Rodman, 
director of Middle East Studies 
at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

Stating at die outset that he 
is pessimistic about the pros- 
pects for peace in the region, 
Mr. Pipes declared that in his 
view the “new Middle East has 
not come into existence,” and 
contrary to conventional wis- 
dom, ‘is not on a verge of a 
golden era.” 

“Severe problems” plague 
the region. Pipes said • — the 
rise of fundamentalist Islam, 
dec lining economies, and the 
existence of “rogue states” in 
the region. 

On religious fundamental- 
ism, Mr. Pipes said the conflict 
taking place in Algeria, be- 


tween government and Islamic 
forces is the “key issue” in the 
Middle East today: “There is a 
dvfl war in the making. If fee 
fundamentalists prevail, there 
is a likelihood of Algeria be- 
coming engaged in Middle 
East politics along the lines of 
Iran.” Mr. Pipes warned feat- 
tins would in turn shift “the 
balance in the whole of the 
Middle East.” 

As a result, “fee context in 
which the peace process is tak- 
ing place is a negative one,” 
Mr. Pipes concluded. 

- Assessing the current status 
of the Midfee East peace nego- 
tiations, Mr. Satloff said there 
is “a growing sense of dissatis- 
faction inside Israel.” 

Israelis, be said, now sense 
that fee agreement with the 
PLO “is not the peace to end 
all wars.” The enthusiasm for 
the agreement among the 
Palestinians, too, is waning, 
Mr. Satloff said. 

Is feet, Mr. Satloff argued, 
tile Fateh faction of the PLO 
has never really actively sup- 
ported the accord: “There is a 
strain within Fateh that re- 
mains allergic to Oslo.” (The 
PLO- Israel declaration of prin- 
ciples was negotiated during 
secret talks in Oslo, Norway, 
and later signed in public, on 
the White House lawn, on 
September 13, 1993). 

Fateh, he said, “is apologe- 
tic rather than assertive” about 
championing the accord and 


this has “opened up a vacuum 
in the (occupied) territories 
and allowed Hamas and other 
opposition groups inroads on 
terrorism and political in- 
roads.” 

Once the Israeli forces with- 
draw, Mr. Satloff predicted 
“frenzied chaos” in Gaza arid 
Jericho, and “more Baruch 
Goldsteins and suicide car 
bombers,” referring to the 
Jewish settler who killed 29 
Muslim worshippers in Hebron 
in February and the recent car 
bombing in Afula by an Arab 
terrorist that left eight Israelis 
dead. 

Noting that Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin publicly conde- 
mned Baruch Goldstein, while 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
thus far has not condemned 
those claiming responsibility 
for the car bombing, Mr. Sat- 
loff said that as long as this is 
the case, “the new Middle East 
is far away." 

Mr. Satloff ironically sug- 
gested that Mr. Arafat may 
actually benefit from “control- 
led chaos.” 

Mr. Arafat may fear that a 
very orderly interim period of 
self-rule would convince the 
Israelis to postpone final status 
negotiations, be said. With 
“Controlled chaos,” Mr. Ara- 
fat has more to bargain with 
and could therefore press for 
these negotiations sooner 
rather than later, Mr. Satloff 


said. ., 

Mr. Rodman said that 
although he shares in bis col- 
leagues’ “skeptical spirit,” he 
“is more sanguine about the 
present agreement” between 
Israel and the PLO. 

Palestinian moderates have 
proven thus far that they can 
withstand pressures and 
threats to the peace process, 
Mr. Rodman said. Last week’s 
agreement signed by the PLO 
and Israel in Cairo to put 
international forces in Hebron 
supports this thesis, be said. 

He stressed that the United 
States and its friends in the 
region have an interest in an 
implementation of the declara- 
tion of principles “that works.” 

“We have a stake in showing 
that Arafat’s commitment to 
coexistence wife Israel has 
some benefits for the Palesti- 
nian people,” he said. 

What the United States is 
“hoping to see is most Arabs 
with ns and Israel trying to 
confront threats coming from 
different directions,” he said. 
“Completing the declaration of 
principles is essential to tfai- 
s...(It) will diffuse the Palesti- 
nian issue and... diffuse many 
of fee international pr e ssur es 
on Israel and the United 
States.” 

Improving the lives of the 
Palestinian people will also 
help “to mitigate some press- 
ures on the moderate Arabs,” 
Mr. Rodman condnded. 


Jackson: 
Violence 
underlines 
need for 
quick peace 

AFULA (AP)— Clutching the 
hands of Israelis wounded in a 
car-bombing, the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson uttered a prayer Satur- 
day for their recovery and said 
the attack underscored a need 
to quicken Mideast peace 
efforts. 

Mr. Jackson took the two- 
hour drive to Afula in North- 
ern Galilee, despite fee ten- 
sions there since Wednesday's 
attack in which seven Israelis 
were killed by a Palestinian 
suicide bomber avenging 
February’s Hebron mosque 
massacre. 

He stayed away from the bus 
stop in the centre of town 
where the attack occurred, 
although organisers said earlier 
that would be included in the 
trip. At the site, 15 protesters 
stood wife signs. “Rabin and 
tiie government won’t cleanse 
their hands of this Mood,” 
“they are killing us, where is 
the government,” they .read. 

Mr. Jackson made the 
rounds at Haemekr Hospital 
where 10 of those wounded are 
still being treated for severe 
burns. He was warmly re- 
ceived. 

Nazem Hnssein, 60, an 
Israeli Arab from the town of 
Nazareth, was moved to tears 
by Mr. Jackson’s appearance 
at his bedside. 

Mr. Jackson and his wife 
Jackie held hands wife Mr. 
Hasson and relatives. “Bless 
tins brother, heal his body, we 
pray this his suffering null not 
be in vain,” Mr. Jackson in- 
toned. 

“Give os the strength to stop 
tiie violence, to stop the terror, 
to save the people and to five 
in peace,” he said. 

Mr. Jackson also said 
prayers wife relatives of Mayt- 
al Yona, 12, whose face was 
covered with bandages. 

“Bless this, our child, and let 
heating visit her,” Mr. Jackson 
prayed. He whispered to her, 
“I love you,” before leaving 
the room, mid told reporters 
that they would remain 
“prayer partners” and ex- 
change letters, “My family and 
my children are going to pray 
for her,” Mr. Jackson said. 

Maytal’s father YocI said he 
was grateful for Mr. Jackson’s 
vis it 

Mr. Jackson told reporters 
that the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation peace 
agreement signed last Septem- 
ber had to be “implemented 
quickly,” to overcome violence 
threatening to derail it. 

“If it is not implemented 
quickly then the enemies of 
peace will gain momentum,” be 
said. 

Earlier Saturday Mr. Jack- 
son was critical of Israel for 
banning a conference marking 
fee PLO’s 30th anniversary, 
saying the measure amounted 
to giving “a gift to the 
saboteurs of peace.” 

“After these 30 years, a new 
Israeli-PLO equation has been 
established, one of coexistence 
rather of co-annihilation, 
negotiation rather than con- 
frontation," Mr. Jackson said. 

Israel objected to it being 
held in occupied Jerusalem, 
citing security reasons yet 
saying it could be convened in 
fee occupied West Bank. 

Later Saturday Mr. Jackson 
was to dine with Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 


Israelis tense after spate of bloodletting 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Police 
radios crackled with a flurry 
of reports about suspicious 
objects and bomb scares after 
attacks by Palestinians left 
eight Israelis dead this week. 

One woman asked police 
to check out a cake she re- 
ceived unexpectedly, saying 
it was not her birthday. 

It was a measure of the 
daily tension in Israel despite 
peacemaking with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Bloodshed and worry 
are taking a toll on support 
for Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's moves towards 
peace. _ 

Israelis are faced with ev- 
eryday choices in which 
security is the key compo- 
nent: is it too risky to go to 
fee countryside for a holiday 
picnic or shop in a mall that 
could be a bomb target? 

The Hamas group fuelled 
such fears this week, issuing a 
leaflet threatening attacks on 
Israel’s “independence day,” 
on Thursday, for the Feb. 25 
mosque massacre of more 
than 30 Muslims by a Jewish 


settler. The attack took place 
just before the Eid Al Fitr 
feast that ends the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

“You turned the Eid Al 
Fitr holiday into a black day. 
so we vow to turn your inde- 
pendence day into hell,” said 
the leaflet. 

The leaflet was distributed 
after a Hamas car-bomb at a 
bus stop killed seven Israelis 
and wounded 40, and a 
Gazan sprayed a bus stop 
with gunfire, killing an Israeli 
soldier and wounding four 
other Israelis. 

In response, the Israeli 
right demanded suspension 
of the peace talks. Its call 
gained support after PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat refused 
to condemn the latest 
attacks- 

But the government de- 
cided to press ahead with 
talks with the PLO on Sun- 
day in Cairo, although the 
pace of withdrawal may go 
slower and Palestinians trill 
pay a price economically. 

“I am fully aware that less 
people are enthusiastic about 
the peace process but that is 
not a reason to stop it.” said 
Ephraim Sneh. a parliament 


member of Mr. Rabin's 
Labour Party. “What is the 
option, to surrender to ter- 
rorism? Will there be less 
killings if the process stops?” 

Columnist Nahum Barnea 
•of the daily Yedioth Ahronot 
criticised Mr. Rabin’s gov- 
ernment for foiling to cam- 
paign in the streets for the 
peace agreement. 

“We can perhaps teU these 
people that it is better to have 
a little terror with hope for 
' peace than a little terror with- 
out any hope, but there is no 
one saying it,” Mr. Barnea 
wrote. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

But if Rabin is not going to 
fee people, the people are 
gening at him. 

The government repre- 
sentative at the funeral for 
fee victims of fee car-bomb 
attack in Afula left under 
police escort after being 
cursed and shouted down 
when he tried to deliver a 
eulogy. 

Earlier this month, eggs 
and tomatoes were flung at 
members of the cabinet who 
attended the Maimouna, a 


spring festival celebrated by 
North African Jews earlier 
this week. Mr. Rabin himself 
was booed at a rally. 

The extent of Israeli con- 
cern about violence was re- 
flected m a survey by Tel 
Aviv University’s Jaffee Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies. The 
poll of 1,239 Israelis con- 
ducted from mid-January to 
mid-February found 76 per 
cent expressed concern that 
they or family members 
would be hurt in an attack. 

“Clearly, there has been a 
breakdown in security,” Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, leader of 
fee opposition Likud Party, 
said in an interview wife fee 
Associated Press. 

Mr. Netanyahu predicted 
Mr. Rabin would meet more 
resistance as Israelis realise 
Mr. Arafat “is not negotiat- 
ing over peace but fee crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state 
which they consider fee firet 
phase in a plan to destroy 
Israel.” 

The government's re- 
sponse to the latest attacks 
has been to order an indefi- 
nite closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, barring 


Palestinian workers and their 
vehicles from entering Israel. 

More than 60,000 Palesti- 
nians normally come to jobs 
in Israel daily, but fee gov- 
ernment was expected to 
approve plans to bring in 
about 20,000 construction 
and agricultural workers 
from Thailand and Romania. 

“The Palestinians have to 
know feat there is an econo- 
mic price to pay for attacks, 
and we in Israel must know 
that we got by without them 
and can get by without them 
today,’’ Police Minister 
Mosbe Shahal said on Israel 
Radio. 

The April 13 target date 
tor completing withdrawal is 
““Bkely to be reached. But 
withdrawal is too for along i n 
fee Gaza Strip and fee West 
Bank town of Jericho to hold 
up implementation of the 
first phase of fee Israel-PLO 
accord. 

StiU, more attacks like the 
Afula car-bombing could 
make Israel less willing to see 
setf-niie extended to other 
of fee West Bank and 
tarda, Mr. Rabin’s position 
TjrSf ^negotiations on the 
final status of Jewish settlers. 


World Cup 
concert to reunite 
top tenors 

NEW YORK (R) — Get ready 
for an encore performance feat 

might set world records for 
audiences and hoopla. Hie ; 
world’s three most famous ■ 
tenors — Jose Carreras, Plari- 
rio Domingo and Luciano 
Pavarotti — said Friday they - 
were reuniting in their first 
joint concert hi four years to 
provide operatic fireworks on 
fee eve of the World Cup 
soccer final. Organisers said 
they expected a billion people 
around the world to tune in on , 
either radio or television to the 
July 16 concert at Dodger Sta- 
dium in Los Angeles, plus mil- 
lions more to taiy the subse- 
quent recording and video. They also 
vowed to turn the 56,000-seat 
ba s e ball stadium into a lush 
neo-classical setting for the 
concert wife plans to build two 
waterfalls and erect 20 Greek 
columns as a stage set. Orga- 
nisers said tickets price from 
$15 to $150 had already sold 
out but feat others were avail- 
able for between S300 and 
$1,000 each. The Warner 
Music Group has exclusive TV 
and radio broadcast rights 
along with video and recording 
rights. The World Cup final 
will follow on July 17 at the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena. Zubin 
Mehta will conduct the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic for fee 
concert wife a chorus of 60 
voices and instead of an inter- - 
mission there will be a dance 
tribute to Gene Kelly who will 
help direct a recreation of fee ' 
dance sequences from his hit 
film An American In Paris. 
The last time CaiTeras, 
Domingo and Pavarotti got 
together for a concert, it was at 
fee Baths of CaracaDa in Rome 
on die eve of the Rome World / 
Cup final in 1990. * 

Student charged 
with giving away 
Bbmputer 
programmes 

BOSTON (AP) — An MIT 
student was charged with set- 
ting up a computer bulletin ; 
board service .providing free 
copies of commercial computer ' 
programmes. David Lamac- 
dria, 20, -a junior at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technol- - 
ogy (MIT), was indicted on 1 
one felony count of conspiring 
to commit wire fraud, said 
U.S. attorney Donald K. 
Stern. Computer bulletin 
boards allow users to share 
information via telephone 
hnes, including the copying of 
com puter programmes, known • 
as software. Mr. T^mawbla^ ’ 
an electrical engineering and ’ 
computer science major from - 
Rockville, MD., used the com- - 
puter aliases “John Gaunt” : 
and “Grimjack” to operate fee ■ 
bulletin board in November, 
December and early January, V 
fee indictment said. As many 
asl80 people used the illegal - 
software library over one 16- 
hour period, copying hundreds . 
of cop yrigh ted programmes, it 

Mid. MIT’s system is part of 
fee computer network Inter- • 
net, so users worldwide were 
able to illegally copy the soft- 
ware, Mr. Stern said. MIT 
comp arer specialists disco- 
vered the bulletin board in 
December and notified author- 
rties. Mr. Lamacchia’s attor- ; 
°ey. David Duncan, said the ' 
wire fraud statute was never 
meant to be applied to a com- 
puter case. And he said his 
client should not be held re- : 
sponsible for tiie activities of 
other people who may or may 
not have used his bulletin 

£? hangC software 
ana other information. “This 
rases khoos first amendment 
5ft ^ said. Mr. Duncan 
Mid Mr. Lamacchia would not ' 
comment on the case. 
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